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The koteis soeak |amd

we keep the quotes to
a minirmum). Read
betreeen the lines and
watch as the biftver oy
to smike, The fve losers
ain't going away.
churmmeer, 5o kearn
ﬁl:ll'l'rEI'"li"lg froim them
Cheeck ot the
Candidares’ Pagel

MESS IN FDC

Haeffmer's swom in and
thie UCAS capital 1s a
police state. The military
has shitl o paivane
and public alrports, the
frain stathon and &l the
roads leading in and out.
Thene's an astral rdft or
something near the site
of the explosion, Kinda
like Chicago, anly paoliti-
o5 are saarming instead
of bugs. Deja wu all oves
again ... Click here for
maore infio on FOE.

H?Iﬂ%ﬁlt‘l" ON
RED ALERT

Be careful out there! The
UCAS militany is an red
alert, and fhat means
even the shadows may
et b safe. Plck your
battles carefully—EeRey re
sheoting first and not
bathering o ask ques-
tigns. Click here to see
whal units are wheng

WEIRD STUFF
For those of you watch
illg same of the threats
{from thee last post of
thee Sarme mamsel. ere s
an odld one—BESAF,
those boys and girls
with the news, were
clevedry In MUamd Inter-
wiswing some Suy
Akt an undersea City
and they did not et a
scrap of footage on
Dumbedzahn's death
Ciess they alin't a Big
Time Theeat no mone.

It's 13:54:06. Do You Know Where Your Meat Body Is?




"ANDIDATES’

ARTHUR VOGEL

T my wictomkous
apponent, President-elect
Dunkelzahn, | offer my
congratulations ... along
with the sincene hope
that his adménistration
will Fedicner polickes that
treat Mother Earth with
the respect she desences.
Gary and 1. ar<d many of
aur fellowr citizens who
cane about the world e
all liwe im, stand ready o ald the President should be call an us
b ey S

DR. ROTILYN
HERMANDEZ

I just hape all you
peopde know what you're
doing, woting a dragon
into office when you
ookl heve had ... oh,
il;\r_gl:f bt |ust don't come
crying o me when things
don't waork out quite like
you expected.”

JAMES BOOTH

“|ames Booth didn’t
washe all these yaars in
public office o get
blirzed Dy SO osNer-
grown chamelean! james.
Booth demands a

recount!”

AMNME PEMCHYK

“On behalf of the
Republican Party, and of
al 'H'I:E:lnd citizens of
this matlon who cast their
wobet fior me, | heartily
congratulate Dunkelzahn
on his vicbany. We fought
& good fght and last fair
and square—so have a
seaf In your new chair,
M President, and do
wour best job for everny-
ok In the LICAS."

KENNETH
BRACKHAVEM

“It is sald that the dark-
et hour comes. just
bedor: dawn. This Is thar
daree=t hour, my friends
o FOT WS M [T Sar
nagion. But the dawn will
come if we keep faith,
We hawe bost this battle,
bidt wae hawe ot lost the
wear, W wrill—we musi—
condlnue to thl: for Truth

ard Bight n any way we can. Keep faith—keep fighting—and
i vl preall,

DUNKELEZAHM

“This ks not my vicho-
ry. i belongs to every-
e whio waobed for
what | represent—
hope, progress.
brighter future for us
all. Many of you did
ot find It easy to
accept a dragon as a
fiellowe chtizen, ket alone
as the leader af aur

nation ...yt you lis-

temed o mie with open minds and opean s and in e end
reercarme your fears to fake a stand for hope, | promises you,

wour act of courage will not b in waifesss



~ INTRODUCTION

antfolio of a Dragon: Dunkelzahn's Secrets is a wnlogue supplerment for the Shadownn
gare universe, a ook unlike any e hEr |:|II|'||I'||'|I.‘-'.‘| Shadowman prococl, It diescribes & event
5o mormentous that it could change the world of Shadowmnun forever—the assassination of
the great dragon Dunkelzahn, President of the UCAS. on the very night of his inauguration
Portfolio of 4 Dragon: Dunkelzahn's Secrets offers readers the =laln dragon’s last will and
testament, 4 startling document in which he reveals his hopes frar the future of metahuman-
ity and distributes his vast stores af wealth 1o a rernarkable varesy of people and groups in an appar-
et effort 1o shape the future of the world e has 5o sudchenly left behind. Bul what kind of future did
Dunkelzahn intend? Did his mystericus killers murder him to prevent it coming to fruition? 'Who could
possibly have the resources B Kl such & sonwerful great dragon, and why would they undertake this
werrible scheme? Toward what secret truths does his will point, and what will Dunkelzahn's enemies
o to keen those bodies buried ? What will be the wiimate CONSEQUENCES of the dragon's legacy? Who
Wil v whes will lose, and what will it all mean for the average runner in the shadowy streets?
Portfolle of a Dragon: Dunkelzahn's Secrets provides gamemasters with a smargashard of
information. plot hooks and potential stary lines with which to create achmentures and campaigns
across the LICAS and elsewhers In the Sixth World in the aftermath of Dunkelzahn's untimely death.
Scatiered throughout the text, players and Zamermasicrs will firiel a weealth of facts. rumons, sdvice and
warnings that they can use to create compelling plot lines in a world where shadowruns now repre-
sent carefully considered moves In a deadly, high-stakes game—and the unners possess greater
pedential than ever o dhange the status quo
Like previous Shadowrun sourcebooks, Penfolio of a Dragon: Dunkelzabn’s Secrets is hormat
pedl a5 an electranic document fram that fictional word, Scattered throughout the document are com-
ments and additions from readers who seek to comect, expand, caroborate, of contradict the Irfr-
fhation bt presents. Because this “black Information comes from characters within the game universe,
players or characters cannol safely assurne that thess COmmEnts are truthiul, accurate, considered, or
chearty thought through (though they may be all those things). Thie matesdal in Portfalle of a Dragon:
Dunkelealn's Secrets comes from a wanety of sources, many uriofcial and all with their own biases
puilf In. These different points of view give gamemasters greaterl freadom o decicie how mach of the
information presented is accurate, miskeading, or false in thelr own garmes

'1 DUNHELZHAHNMND S SECRETS
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

“When the legend becomes fact, print the legend.”
—From The Man Who Shot Liberty Valamce

It's late 2057, and the workd of Shadowrum will never be the
same. Dunkelzahn, a well-known and {mostly] beloved great
dragon with a soft spot for metahumanity, is dead at the hand of
PETSCN OF persons unknoown. The consequences of his death ane
wide-spread and incalculable, affecting everything from politics o
SCONOMICS to race relafions, and threatening to expose secrets
that certaln powers. in the Sikth Warkd would pay dearly to keep
buried, All those who embraced the highly emodicnal issues of the
eight-month campaign for the presidency have begun 1o express
their grief. fear and anger in the most violent way possible, Allies
al the great dragon have temporarily stepped in to Al the PoWeT
vacuum the president’s assassination lef at the highest levels of
the CAS governmient, but can they passibly hold a fearful, frac-
tious nation together kong enough to achieve their dead leader’s
agenda? Do they infend to camy out that agenda, or make a few
changes of their own? Do they even know the Full extent of the
dragon’s plans for the UCAS (and possibly the world]? And what
about Dunkelzahn's many opponents, who will surely take sohean-
tage of the unstable climate to grab more power for themselves?

The ewvent that promised o change the world for the beter
has turned ughy. While Dunkelzahn offered hope to a disiliusioned
nation, his enemies fought to maintain the staus quo—and the
result of that struggle has left the world asking a multitude of
questions no one seems willing or able to arswer, Ponfolic of a
Dragon: Dunkelrahn's Secrets was intentonally designed w
allow gamemasters and players to Create thelr own answers to
those questions. Dunkelzahn's death expands and levels cut ihe
Playing feld, Mows open unexpected doors, drops Rings For
Bamemastens to elaborate on and insinuate inte their games, and
ultimatedy offers new and interesting ways to play Shadownn,
The themes that have been gaining attention in recent products
now come fo the fore: tensions between the Awakened and the
non-Awakened, the rise of the mid-size corps, raprcd adhvances and
recent successes in technology, the effects and side-effects of the
increase in the use of blood rmiagic, and a whole host of political,
economic and magical issues to which the dragon’s will has given
financial wigency and importance. Portfolio of a Dragon provides
boih gamemasters and plavers with practically unlimited options,
allowing them to play any kind of Shadowrun garme they choose,
fram political-thrilker stories with heavy emphasis on rodepdaying
o Hg-gun shoot-em-ups, from detectve stoies (o rewems mis
sions, from kow-profile staleowts to high-profile wetsork o the
prosverbial snarch-and-fade.

Runners will face the upheaval caused by the election and
Dunkelzahn's murder evenywhere they turn: the gamemaster can
use dozens of different ways to involve his characters in the issues
of the times, from in-their-face confrontations to mubed rumibings
in the background stores of the funners’ lhves. This book simiply
provides the grist for the mill, allowing the gamemaster (o jucdge
how heavily these events affect his campaigns and player charac-
bers. For example, the death of the dragon has split the political
fault lines of the UCAS wide open. Already simmering from the

INTRODUGTION
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tainted election of 2056 and the bruising campalgn of 2057, racal
unrest hias exploded Into fots across the cownmtry. Radical EFCUps,
from Humanis-style hate-mangers (o militantly pro-Awakened
terrorst cells. are springing up almost evenywhere. All the pas-
sionate feelings aroused by the dragon's death are sipe for
exploitation by anyone who might conceivably use those feelings
o get some kind of edge—policlubs looking to become majar
players. conporations interested in sabotaging their rivals, cr even
hunatic-fringe types bent on becoming the new Messlah, just to
name a few. All these forces can have an impact on the sirest
lewed inany Shadowran adventure, Player characters My MMsel dr
impartant contact in a bar thar used 1o be a safe haven, but is now
the: unofficial “headquarters” of a “Saint Dunkelzahn™ cult, Or they
may tangle with the local ok go-gang, whose members have
begun targeting humans because they're convinced that a
human-supremacist group did the dragon in. Or a comporate
[ohnson posing as a “freedom fighter™ may hire runners for a job
that he knows will spark a riot when publicized—that ot taking
place comveniently near a rval corp’s major BAD laboratony. The
possibilities are Bmited only by the player's and gamemaster's
imaginathons.

Just as important as Dunkelzahn's death is the legacy e |
behind. The dragon accumulated vast amounts of wealth and
waluable possessions over the years, much of which has fallen ints
carefully chosen laps according o his last will and testarment,
Small companies and mid-sized corporations across all fields of
enterprise have received windfalls from the dragon that may vault
thern intd the big fime ... il they can survive the MEEACOnps
atternpds to Crush therm. Bequests intended for the *first pary™ to
develop the latest magical of seientific thingamajig may spark
more and  deadlier competition  for the prze than even
Dunkelzahn expected. Certain individuals, most notably his trans-
lator Nadja Daviar, have become brand-new players on a Elabal
scale thanks to the dragon’s largesse. The movers and shakers of
Shacdowrun have changed, and It's anyones guess how those
changes will ultimabely play our,

Meanwhile, all kinds of people will be hiring shadowrunners
to find out who killed Dunkelzahn and why .., and to dig up the
whale truth behind the tantalizing hints Dunkelzabn dropped
about the secrets of dragons and ebves. Sl others will be doing
wihatever they can behing the scenes to make swere those secpsts
stay that way.

Mew names, new power players, new cults, and new “rules
of engagement” have emerged in the wake of Dimkelzahn's
death. Dunkelzahn's testament and will provide literally hundreds
of avenues for player characters and garmnemasters to explore,
eaxch of which could easily lead to dozens of adventures, boih
immediately and In years to come, Some of these threads could
serendipitously connect o themes and plat lines established in
past adventures and campaigns, and some may neathy de into
current plans for the characters' futures. The Fallout section offers
theodies and predictions made by denizens of the Shadowran
waorld regarding the ramifications of these events and what will
happen next, providing a sort of jump-start for the conspiracy the-
ofists in every Shadowran game, In addition o the Eactoids,
rumars and wild assertions contained in the black information, the

DUNMHELZNHN S SECAETS
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INTRODUCTION

Mayers sechon provides a handy reference for gamemasberns who
wish to add new people, places and organizatons o their game,

The final three sections in the book, The Sleeping Dragon.
Who Watches the Watchers?. and In the Cards, offer online
posts of unners” Investigations inle specilic items and people
rmentioned in the will. These represent three different ways char-
ACiCTS I'|"l|5|'|t become invodved in Dunkelzahn s alfairs and outline
several different ways of conducting a un. Obwvioushy. these are
not the only options; the fact thar the will was posted on the
Shadowland BBS gives shadowrunners the opportunity to choose
thelr own runs. Rather than always walting for a fizer or a M
johinsan to contact them with a job, the tmam can woluntarily join
the race fo be the first to Claim any number of przes. Though this
May Mean o money up front, the potential fnancial rewands are
far greater—nod to mention the sense of well-being that comes
from a job well done and the pleasure most people take in hae-
ing greater controd over thelr coan lhes and fates,

USING THE WILL

Dunkelzahn’s last will and testarnent includes mose than 200
bequests of money, stocks, magical itemns, valualble anhwors and
mse intangikhe gifis to vanous people and organizations, from
famous people like the head of Fuchi to the most cbscure man-in-
the-street. Each of the bequests can serve as the Enchpin of a
complete adventure, and many can become the basis of an entire
carmpalgn, The investigations at the end of the book facus on
three of the bequests, demonstrating vanous ways that gamemas-
ters might flesh out these brief plot hooks inte ull-ledged adven-
fures. Camermasters have complete freedom to create stony lines
around any of the beguests, limited only by their imaginations.
The will is intended o generate adventure ideas—there s no
“right” or “wrong” way to use any of s elernents in your
Shadowmnun garme.

Of the 200-plus tems, groups, Individeals and events mien-
tiomed in the will, FASA currently plans to use only ten or 23 in
future products, Though we cannot guarsantes that our authors
won't someday use something in the will differently than your
group did in a given campaign, the sheer number of ibems and the
potential for variations on similar thermes makes such an oulcome
undikely. And even If we someday publish a nowel that focuses on
thie Same iberm you've chosen for your campaign, published mate-
rial does not, and should not, Invalidate your gaming group’s
spary line, Portfallo of & Dragoen: Dunkelzahn’s Secnets is intend-
ed o open up the Shadownn universe o all kinds of possibiii-
ties, with gamermasters and player groups in the driver's seat.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

The events surrounding Dunkelzahn’s election and assassina-
then, nclisding the fallowt from his death, take place ower several
months. The following timeline places the most significant swesnts.
in a framework for the gamemasier's use,

Wad- P056—The LICAS Congress formally recognizes the great
dragon Dunkelzahn as a legal citizen of the UCAS. Famous “hand-
shake” bebween Dunkelzahn and Mresident Thomas Steele sends
the Technocratic ticket to the top af the polls,

Movember F0S6—President Thomas Steele and Vice President
|lames Booth overwhelminghy re-elected to office in “the dullest
election of the 215t century,”

December 2056/ |anuary 2057 —ELlection results of 2056 found to
be Agged; House Speaker Betty |o Pritchard declares the election
null amd void and announces. new slections. Congress approses
shart campalgn season of under slght months, with Election Day
rescheduled o Tuesday, August 7. 2057,

|anuaryFebruary 2057 —Assorted people declare themselves
candidates for preskdent, Flve of therm are widely regarded as
viable contenders: Anthur Vogel, a dwarl eco-lawyer: Dr. Bozilyn
Hermandez, noted academic amd mage; James Booth, former
Vice Presicent ﬁ,gl"lli ng for a r}ﬁllllli-ﬂl comeback; Caerneral Franklin
Teats, a retired soldier with staunch pro-militany views: and
Kenneth Brackhaven, Seatfle businessman with tes to human-
Supremacist groups.

I February Z0S57—HKemnneth Brackhaven formally announoes his
candidacy ar a ralty in Seatthe

28 Fetruany 2057 —Bocth and Yeats face off In a “town-meeting”
debate in Mew Hampshire. Booth loses.

15 March 2057 —Dunkeleahn anmounces his indention & ran ki
Presicdent on a historic broadcast of “Whyrm Talkl”

Marchuby I'I:I-S?a-rl:ﬂmpa.lgn season rocks the LCAS, Fve top
contenders jockey back and farth fos the winning positian, with
Booth running a consistent dead-last (well behind Undecided),

10 July 205F—Ceneral Franklin Yeats assassinated in a Seattle
Rl Fo.

18 |uly 2057—Yeats's running mate, Anne Penchyk, declares
that she will honor Yeats's memory by fighting on as a
Presidential candidate

1 August 205T—Deadline for receipt of absentee ballots, Any
absenbes ballots received by the UCAS Election Board after this
date are considened Invalid,

7 August M05T—Election Day, Dunkelzahn s declared the winner
b & narrow margin, at 1 1:23:34 pom. EST

B August 205T—Metahumans and other pro-Awakened citizens
celebrate Dunkelzahn's victony in cities across the LICAS,

9 August 2057=—Fresident Dunkelzahn and Vice-Fresident Kyle
Haeffner are formally swoen inte offfice in Washington, FDC
Inauguration parties galore are held throughout the ‘Washington,
PO sprava
10:23:08 MM [ESTI—Dunkeleahn i3 assassinated in the
Presidential limo as he leaves the Watergate Hotel
10:24:57 P8 (ESTI—An astral il apysears abowe the sibe of
Dunkelzahn's death.

DUMNMHELEZHHN'S SECHETS



10:28:01 MM (ESTI—FBl headquarters receives the first of
miore thar 500 claims of responsibility for the killing of
Dunkelzahn, from the terrodst group Red Dawn, FBI
authothes label their claim a hoa because the caller refers
to having “fired the fatal bullet.” This claim sets the pat-
tern: moad subsequent claims are equally obviows False-
enits,

11:14:45 MM (ESTI—Tanya Reilly, a WCAS military mage,
becomes the first casualty of the sirange magical phe-
nomenon owver the death site when her astral body is
sucked Into It during her imcestigation of the area from
astral space.

[1:30:20 P (EST)—A section of “public” astral space mear
the site is Mocked off as a hazard to anything in the asiral
plane, Government mages post astral “warning signs.”

10 August 2057 at B2:32:37 AM (EST)—Kyle Hacfiner s woin in
as Presicient of the Linited Canadian and American Stapes,

10 August 2057 at 0F:35:12 AM ([EST)—rresident Kyle Haefimer
meets with Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Richard Soott 1o
form the Scort Commission on the Assassination of President
Bunkelzabin,

10411 August 2057—Ricts begin and Fgather momsenium in most
rajor LICAS cities. Bumors of a secand Might of Rage are quickly
souelched as the LWCAS militany. local police and rumdansd sUppo
from Ares Macrotechnology Secwrity Foroes quell the heavy vio-
lence. The riots show ne signs of ending.

12 August 2057—Tresident Haeffner goes before Congress o
nominate Madjy Dandar to the Vice-Presidential poadtion.  This
announcernen comes as a shock to the Congress and o most
UCAS citizens, but the announcerent Goes begin to slow the vio-
lence in the sireets, The President declares, " Daviar was the woice
of Dumkcelzabin, and now MUSE serve to speak 1o us of his hean and
soul.” A wote fe confirm this appointment ks delayed ungil the
Scort Commission can begin its heanngs

1% August 2057 at 023100 AM (EST)—Nadja Daviar reads
Dunkelzahn's will at the Watergate Haotel in ‘Washington, FDC
Certain bems are distibuted immediately o those in atendance
but the bulk of bequesis will be disbursed beginning in
Septemiber.

15 August 2057 at -3 1:07 AM [ESTi—The will appears in vanous
on-line user growps, including the Meo- Anarchist's Shadowdand
node. Mo indication exists o even hint at swhere this ext wersion
camee from or who S0t it

15 August 2057 at 04:53: 34 PW (E5T—Madja Derndiar releases her
first press release as Chairman of the Board of the Draco
Foundation.

- e ok L
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18 August 2057—Tresident Haeffner, in another swiprising move,
proposes a complete list of names to [l his Cabinet positions. a
radical departure from the traditional system of propesing one
candiclate ar a time. Again, Congress chooses to walt until the
Scott Cormmission can interview Haeffner and Danvdar

22 August 2057—The first “shadow information” on the will s
uploaded onto the Shadowland BBS by system operatos Cagtain
Chaos,

15 August 2057—The names of the Scott Commission are
released, They will start heardngs beginning with President
Haeffrer on September Sth.

30 August 2057 at02:55:23 (EST—The Maners (of the Awsakened
Waoarld} is uploaded to the Shadowland BES by system operator
Capain Chaos.

| Septemnber 2057—Chairman Daviar releases the names of the
Board of Directars of the Draco Foundation. Most are indidcuals
wihea previcusly held no pulblic positdon.

i September to 10 Movember 2057—The Drace Foundation
begins operations af s newly christened headguarters. The
rcvers and shakers of the waorkd converge on Washingion . FOC to
receive their inheritanoes.

5 September 2057—The Scott Commission begine its hearings
with President Haeffner, Chief |ustice Scott announces that the
Cormmission will release transcripts of the hearings after each wit-
ness s interviewed and the Commission reaches a majodny decl-
siaan,

2 Ocrober 2067—Captain Chaos begins o upload & series of
inwestigations into the items bequeathed by Dunkelzahn's will,

11 Movember 2057—The Draco Foundation closes Its doors antil
December 3rd. On the 3rd of each month, the Foundation will
cpen far exactly T days to deal with inheritance clabms ancd other
public business,

8 Movember 2057—The Scott Commission publishes s first offi-
cial staterment. labeled Alpha lntesview #1, which clears President
Kyle Hasfiner of any involvement in the asassination of President
Chunkelzahm,

12 Movember 2057—The Scort Cormmission begins questkoning
Machja Daviar.

14 Movember 2057=—Congress begins its approval process on
Presicent Haeffner s Cabinet appointees.
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 THE DRAGON'S LAST DANCE

S /BEGINFILES /

Transcript 1044, Boroll to “Inaugurating History: The Dunkelzahn Story.” Mo promo, traller attachecd,
SHTFRAMIBG NOTE: IREMA [N FRONT OF WATERGATE HOTEL, INSERT CROWD SCEME BEHINDN /S

" .‘ his Is Irena Maylor, reporting Fve from the nasion’s capitol. Inside the Watergate Haotel, the fes-
tivities are in full swing at the Atrs, Grundland's Peanut Butter Cookie Inaugural Ball. The
President arrved here just a quamer of an hour ago, making one of his many appearances al
inauguration-night parties being thrown in his honor all over own. Washington FOC is in a
party mood tonight—champagne and good will are lowing freehy, The city seems reborn.
brimming over with possibilitles, As they say. there's “saomething in the air—perhaps the
bpating of sihvery-blue dragon wings, Whatever the source of all this good cheer—Dunkelzshn’s amaz-
ing triumph at the polls, relief that this long and bitter contest is fnally over, o a little of bath—the
people of Washington FDC are welcoming It with open arms.”
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SOCUT TO: MAMN-DON-STREET CLIP | —DWARF CABBIE

“lpeen livin' In this toawn & long, time, and "ve never seen so
many smibes on people’s faces, Its great. IF things feel this o
when the Prez aln't hardly been in office a day, then | say more
ponwer to the dra@on.”

SICUT TOn MAM-OM-STREET CLIP I—HUMAN, HOLLY-HAMY.
HOMEMAKER TYTE

“I weas just a licthe mervous about hirm, you knoww—|"m sure I'm
not the only one who finds dragons intimidating—Dbut afver seeing
hirm at the sweaning-in ceremany. | feel 50 misch better. He kooked
like such a nice man, Distinguished, dignified ... but fiendhy, oo,
| think he’ll make a good President.”

SPCUT TO: MAM-OM-STREET CLIF 3—YOLUMNG ELF MALE,
STUDENT

“He's given us hope when we most needed it. This crazy
waorld has got 1o change, and Dunkelzahn's the one to da it, God
bless hirm,”

SICUT TO: GRAND BALLROOM., WATERGATE HOTEL

“Here in the Grand Ballroom, the gooo cheer 15 sen maorne
apparent, All the movers and shakers in Washington have turned
out to hanar Dunkelzahn being sworn in woday as President of the
LUCAS and leader of the free world. A new-minted UCAS citizen,
a great dragon. an entity wha's lived longer and seen maore than
ewerpone in this room put together ... and now he's embarking on
& whole new venture, governing the vast and ‘diverse nation of
hurmans, metahumans and even stranger Deings that all of us call
horme. The Presidency of the UCAS, the most powerful political
office in the land, has been won in a free and fair election by a
being that ouwr grandparents wouldn't have believed existed, Mo
doubt abowt it=——this is one for the history books! SCONTINUITY
INTERELIFT)/ ¢ Point the camera over keft, joe, there's something—
oh, they're clearing the dance floor. Hey, that's Lorelel Angell
Since when does she sing jJazz?l Waile, | know this song ... olilh,
beautifull Lynn, how's your pickup? Can you sorf out the lyrics
fram all the background nodse? Uve got an bdea for the pedfecr
powsche—and with that voice, (oo . OK, Joe, rodl it”

IMTERMAL EDIT MEMO: May with the sound mix, Applause,
happy babbbe, then Angel's alto HIGHLIGHTED over sax for fol-
Iowing line: This will be oy shining hour/Warm and happy and
bright...". Trall off, cut to voloeower, insert dance-loos shat.

“The Mesident has just bed Madja Daviar, his chiel personal
assistant, out onto the dance foor ., and quite a handsome cou-
e they make, |8's somehow reassuiing 1o know that a dragon
can dance, even if anly in human guise. Tomorrow, Dunkelzakin
willl takee wp the burden of governance that the vobers of the LICAS
hawe given him ... but for one last night. he can enjoy himself. And
he's making the most of the opportunity.

SHOLD CAMERA OM DANCE FLOOR TILL SOMG EMDS, THEM
IMSERT WORKING-THE-ROOM  FOOTAGE—GLADHAMDHMNG
WELL-WISHERS, SIFPIMNG CHAMPAGME, FIND MOST FLATTERIMNG
THREE-CQUARTER PROFILE OF D'S SMILIMG FACE. WVOMCEOVER

i, ¥

‘S LAST DANCE

By

“Tired thiough he misst be from the endless ceramonies of
this long Inauguration Day. the President seems o have 3 warm
smile and a few kind words for every well-wisher. Whether shar-
ing a dance with Nadja Daviar or quaffing champagne with the
woluntesr chalrwoman of Poughkeepsie Oilks for Dunkelzahn, the
newly ancinted leader of the LICAS looks like he's having a won-
derful time. Tonight af all nights, no ane is beneath his benevolent
attention—not even a knaly pournaliss™

SCEUT TO- DUNKELEAHN INTERVIEW

MAYLOR: How does it leel to e Pressdent, sir?

DUMKELZAHM; (Big smile, emphatic “thumbs-up”  sign.)
‘Waonderful. OF cowrse, | may not s34y that affer a few sesslons with
l:nnsr:ys.. I've noticed they have a tendency 1o turn Presicents
hair gray.

MAYLOR: On a more sedows note .. this hard-fought campaign
exposed some deep divisions In this country. How dio yow plan ta
overcoime therm?

DUMKELEAHN: Healing ks a long process, rena. All we can de s
take it a step at a time. From the first day of my ferm o the last,
| will do everything necessany to safeguard the rights and well-
being of every UCAS citicen. Those who feel apprehensive now
about being governed by a dragon will see by my actions that
their fears are unfounded ... once they do. owur differences will
cease (o divide us,

MAYLOR: Do you have any message for the people of the LICAS
a5 you begin your term of office?

DUMKELZAHM: What can | say bur thank wou? Thank wou all for
wir trust inome, | assure you it s well placed.

SCUT TOx CROWD SHOT, IREMA FOREGROUMND

“So there you have it stralght from the homse's—os should |
say dragon's?—mouth. But what about the dragon’s apponents?
What are the other candidates doing? For the first of the many
answers, we g0 to |udy Bamura of KENUT-Toronto,”

JCUT TO: TAPE FEED 1—WOGEL CABIM, VOGEL SPLITTIMNG
WOOD N FOREGROUNMD, JUDY WVORCEOVER

“With the campaign finally behind him, Arthur Vogel has
requrned to his beloved woodland retreat to plan for the irmmsedi-
ate future. He may be down, but he's definitely not cuf—espe-
clally not if the rumars are true that Siera, Incorporated wants him
to take over its helm.”

SACUT TO: IMTERVIEW. JUDYAVCHGEL AT KITCHEN TABLE

WOHGEL: It wias quite a ride, 'l 3ay that. Enjoyable, in 15 way, Bug
| chon't leel inclined o @o through that again. To be honest, | think
Dunkelzahn™s election is a good thing for thee issues that my sup-=
porters care about—he may not make the greening of the Earh
the same priodty | would have. bui it's definitely high on his list,
Far riyself, | can do more good operating on a smaller scale. Alver
all, conservation baging in our own NOMEes, our own backvards,
KEAMLIEA: S0 you'll keep fighting the megacorps in court?
VOGEL: O, yes, Bt there's a lot more to be done. This electian
taught me that.

EAMLURA; ‘What about Skerma, Incormporated? b it true they we

DUNMHELAZAAHMNS SECRETS



‘.

THE DRAGON S

-

approached you about faking over the leadership of that organi-
zathon?

WOSEL: ' sormy, 1 afradd | can't comment on that right now. |
can tell you what the One Waoddd Farty will be dodng, We'll s
cur energles on kocal elections, bullding enviro-awareness at the
mrass roots until wee e educated enough people so thal ewvery
eleched officlal—on every bewel of gowernment—will have to lis-
ten to ws, ARer all, Dunkelzahn won't be in office forever ... and
there's no guaraniees that the next Mresident of the CAS, or any
other powerhul official, will understand the Importance of preser-
varion owver short-term profit. The only way to really keep our
beaders’ feet to the fire 5 1o make sure they can't afford to kgnore
the Green wobe

KAMURSA: You sound as If you're looking forward fo the chal-
El'ls-ﬂ'.

WOOEL: Definitely. (Laughter) \What lawyer doesn’t relish the
prospect of a good Rght?

SCUT TO: EXTERMORE., BROWNSTOME BETWEEM 2 CQFFICE
BLOCKS. [OWNTOWMN SEATTLE, VORCEOVER

“#rthur Yogel (sn't the only one looking forward 1o “a good
fight'. Anne Menchyk, who gave Dunkelzahn quite a mn for the
top spot after the shocking murder of Presidential candidate
Franklin Yeats, intends to keep her hand in things as well—

SEOOM N O BROWRSTONE FROMT DODOR: HIGHLIGHT
"EMPOWERMENT COALITION" MAMEFLATES/—and hopefully,
1o eep women's rights on the front burner.

SICUT TO: PEMCHYRE WORKING AT DESK. PAM ARCOLUINLD
OFFICE—FIREFLACE, BAY WINDOW, GEMERAL IMPRESSION OF
LUMDERSTATED GO0 TASTE, VONCEOWVER

“waorking out of a converted two-flar, Anne Penchyk and a
small circle of like-minded friends  have lfounded the
Empowerrnent Coalition, an organization dedicated to raising
funds for women candidates at all levels of government. These
wiomen have poursd thelr own money into the Coalition, and are
willing to work hard to achieve their agenda,”

SIOUT TO: PFERNCHYE INTERWIEW

PEMCHYE: When Franklin chose me as his running mate for this
campaign, he caught an ncredible amount of fak, Some was moe-
based: cenfain partes saw an ork on the ticket as a definite draw-
back. I'd expected that, so It didn’t bother me much, 'What both-
ered me was the opposition | got for being fermale. Quite a few
proeninent Repullicans found it far easler to accept my race than my
gender—Iin this day and age, when more than a few women have
furt sErom@ly In races for the Presidency. Frankdy, | was shooked. 1'd
always believed gender bias in the Bepubiican Party was confined
to the small refmnant of the so-called ‘Religious Right™ that got so
much atention a gemeration ago. To find so many people againss a
woman Vice President—people whom I'd have sworn lness Det-
ter—well, it opened my eyes. And | promised myself that some-
hiow, some way, |'d do something about i

MAYLOR: S0 you founded the Empowerment Coalition?

PEMNCHYE (Modding): Myself and a couple of friends, sitting
around my kitchen table one night, |t was just a few days after
Franklin's death. I'd announced my intention 1@ Carmy on with the
campaign, and the party opposition was ferce. Which mace me
furious—it was & slap in the face. nob just toome. but to Frankdin
and o the Il_-grnn'. of women who'd given the Republican Marmy
their boyalty for years. \We decided that if the pamy refused to
accept me as their Presidential candidate, or iF 1 kost the electicn.
all ol us would turn our energles toward achleving real equality for
women=—in the REepublican Party and evenswhere else,

NAYLOR: Many people regard women's rights as a settled issue.
Aren’t metashurman rights the real controversy of the teenty-firse
century, and are you bowing out of thae Aght?

PERCHYE: Mo, I'm not bowing owt. I isn't a matter of metahuman
rights versus waomen's rights. 1ty a matter of equal dghes for all
whose woices remain unheard, Metahuman, female ... it doesn’t
matter. We have a common interest in speaking out, in helping
each ather get our share of the power 1o shape this nation. The
Empowerment Coalition recognizes this commaon interest, which
is wivy we plan to fund women candidates of all races. Ork. elf,
hurman, dwarf or troll, our common experience as women has
helped make us who we are, Now we offer that experience to the
UCAS. (Light laugh] We'll see if they re sman endugh to take i,

SACUT TO: EXTERIOR. UINIVERSITY CAMPLS, VOICEOVER

“And what of the other woman candidate for President? D,
Rocilyn Hernandes declined o regueest for an interview, but the
f::uurn:llng chapter of the Mew Century Party sent ws the following
press refesse. JINSERT PRESS RELEASE LOGO W HIGHLGHTED
PORTHON, CONTIMUE VOICEOVER ‘The Mew Century Party. in
accordance with the mandate given by many LICAS citizens,
intends to conduct seminars and teach-ing around the country for
the purposes of educating the electorate-at-large and building
party membership. We believe in our is2ues, and will continue to
b= an active force in LCAS paolitics.” /JINSERT LEGAL-BRIEF LOS0
W HIGHLUIGHTED PORTION. COMTIMUE WOICEOVER That may be
easier said than done. however, KSAF recently lmarmed of & law-
sult fled by the Ohio chaptes al the Mew Century Party agalnse the
founding chapter. alleging violations of the party chanter and mis-
use of funds.”

JACUT TO: BRACKHAVEN CAMPARGN HO, KNOT OF SUMPORTERS
WATCHING ELECTROMIC WCAS MAPM VOICEOVER AS LAST
THREE STATES LICHT UPF BLUE, PUTTIMNG DUNKELZAHM OVER
THE TOFR.

"Kenneth Brackhaven, Dunkelzahn's most wodferous oppo-
nent, has been remarkalbiby quiet since Election Might, When | wisic
el thie Brackhanen estabe in Snobomish, | found it uninhabited
except by guard patrols ard large dogs with healthy-looking teeth,
When asked for Brackhaven's whereabouts, the gate gueand replied
“On wvacation. Indefinitely.” and slid back the safety on his high-
powaered rifie, In liew of an interview, KSAF therefore offers the fol-
lvwing excenpt from Kenmeth Brackhaven's last public statement:
his concession speech.” f/IMNSERT COMCESSION-SPEECH CLIP

13
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“It is skl that the darkest hour comes (ust before daown, This ks
thar darkest hour, o fiends ... for us and for owur netion. But the
dawn will come if we kesp faith. We have lost this battle, but we
have nat last the war, 'We will—we muss—aoontinue b fight for Tath
and Right In any way we can. Keep falth—keep fighting—and we
willl prevad,”

SOCUT TOx: LOBRY, WATERGATE HOTEL. FRAMIMG MOTE: IREMA
FOREGROUND, WIDE ENOUGH SHOT TO CATCH HAPMY PARTY-
COERS PASSIMG BEHIND

“And finally, what abowt the Technocoratic toket—doomed
from the start by association with the tainted election af 20562 VI
candidate Brandon Ekimatsu has been demoted from his position
with Mitsuhama, for unspecifed reasons . and Jarmes Boodh.
never 4 quitter gespite his drubbing at the polls, is still demand.-
ing & recount. SACONTINUITY INTERRLPFT)Y Y The President’s leaw-
ing alreacy? OF course follow him, joe! 1l babble off-camera if |
hanse ba. Yo ||.I'.'|I Tk that entourage. Winslow, dash wpstairs a
momient and see F Dandar's still there—maybe she can bell us why
he's taking ofl. Late for another shindig, | guess, Okay. olay
time for my exit lines,

"As this festive evening drasws ioward its Close, the Freshoient
departs the Waltrgﬂhl: fior the next stop on his FDC wictory tour ..
whille the nation-at-larnge Deging (© Come i@ erms with this meoss
hitsgric Inﬂu_gural Might in the long amnd chechered history of the
Presidential office. It is impossitde 10 overstame the significance of
rhis night, and the significance of the election o recently held. The
stunning wictory of the being named Dunkelzahn, the first
Awakened entity o be granted soch wide acceptance by society,
has the peopde of the WCAS resling in amazement and happiness,
It seems that democracy can once Again say, along with Mark
Twvain. that repoits of its death have been greatly exaggerated. One
miane time, the electoral systern that has received 20 much atten-
tion in  this contentiows  electlon has  proven  ioself
AdA || RS MCONTINUITY INTEREUPT) FILE CORRUFTION !

“Cuod God! Good Godl Get the camera on that! Hurnd Oh,
my God! Something terrible has happened! The dragon's lmou-
sine has vanished In a huge explosion! People are unning in all
directions ... thene's ,5].:155- all aver the sEreel. somse windows must
hawe blown out ., | don't see the car amwhere! Joe, ane you on
this? Where's the fragging car? Good God. Look at the street, Was
thie car there?! We need o get over there—come on, KEEF THAT
FRAGCIMG  CAMERA ROLLIMG OR PULL KILL 04
SAYSELF AFRAMIMG MOTEc<STABILIZE AND TOLUCH WF FOOT
ZOOM) S tre wee sel, doowe have vid and sound? QK. get this
over my shoulder.

“This is Irema Nayior, reporting fram the capitol, where a
major catastrophe has just occurred. The President appears o
have been . God, | can't believe I'm saying this! ... appears to
have been assassinated as he was beaving the Watergate Hotel
Wi we Can't say for certain what's happened .. there are no
iclamtiliale piEtl:-l‘."S- al the Presidential limo anyvwhere—all the
wreckage in the street is the twisted remains of the escon wehi-
cles, ardd there is mo sign of the dragon. The massive explosion
occurred only moments ago, and even a8 we Speak Security peer-
sonnel are sumcunding the area, It's all happening so fast, no one
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krners anything yet, but wwe—/ ACONTINUITY INTERELIFT)S HEY!!
Hey. palll We're press, get off himl We'ne shooting llve here, wou
fragging goon, fer go of /FEMD FILE

SANTERMAL EDIT MEMOYS Don't forget to access Bethany's
recards. This i beginning 1o ook like a real fragging mess, Ought
to net me an Eye Spy Sward f 'm lucky. Or it may get me killed.
Whichewer _.. .<<</pCLOSE MEMOY S

SIATTACH FILES!H EMCREYPT ao;bwierfg -8 Iwild 75t
Transcript 1046, Mo B-Roll, promo attached

“The preceding sounds and images are the best on-soene
recordings of the assassination of Dunkelzahn that have survived
the governmental and corporate coverup. The killing of the
President has been so thoroughly shrooded in mystery that no
one is even entirely sure what happened. never mind why, or
whio ordered the assassination. This reporter bas heand every Kind
of faree and fabrication surrounding the death of the dragon,
Some people claim the explosion was an accident, a buildup of
sewer gas, Others say Dunkelzahn died because of a corposate
conspiracy almed at seizing the dragen’s immense financial
assets. One large contingency has even declared that the dragon
reached some kind of cosmic oritical mass and, i ae BibECal
Fashion, ascended into Godhood,

“Regardless of what you believe, the known facts are few and
easily summed up,

“Fact: Dumbedzahn unespectedly beft a schedubed inaugural
event at the Watergate Hotel, departing baenty-one minutes ear-
lier than his staff had originally planned.

“Fact: Dumkelzahn received a phone call immediately before
he left the Wabergate.

“Fact: As his limousine drove away from the hotel, a devies
apparenthy buried under the street exploded.

“Fact: The explosion destroyed the Emowine. along with the
security personnel escorting the vehicle, Their bodies were recow-
ered: no trace of Dunkelzahn™ body or the driver's body Ras yet
turmesd up, noF has any ather race of him been found or reported,

“Fact: Abowe the site of the explosion there has appeaned a
mysteriows magical phenomencn that has so far resisted all
arempts at defindtion or analysis.

“mnd that, as they say, is that, Everything else—all the reams
of information and speculation, all the hystencal accusations., ang
labrications or dreams ., o, possibly, pointers (o the as-yet undis-
corwered truth. .

“This reporter has come into the possession of exclusive
secret datafiles, obdaimed at great cost by an assockate of mine, My
felloww reporter s fo be commended for her courage and skill in
abtaining the lollowing information,”

SAMTERMAL EDIT MEMOYS Go back oreer this and podish it up a
bie. ‘Work on timing and transitions, see aboul 4 scone, ook for
rrore stock footage, Stay away from graphics, Peope will try to
bury this anyway—why give them more ways o pick it
apart 1/ /EMD MEAMD
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S /BEGIN FILE S S

SAEDHT NOTE: ALL VID NEEDS TO BE GEMERATED FOR THE FOIL-
LEMAIMNG FILES. IMCLUDE DISCLAIERS OF VERACITY. 1/

Death of a Dragon: The Assassination of Dunkelzahn

Irena,

Like | promised, here are some of the preliminany notes and
framing infio for the canvassing intendess you wanbed. You'll have
to handle the Big Corp Guys, since a ladk like me can't get cdose
enough to smell “ern, Girl, you'd be amazed at ol the fif-raff and
burms who hang out in the Federal District! Lucky me, | managed to
dig up a fraggin’ ton of eyewlimesses to Dunkelzahn's last dde, 've
attached a few of the best—a lot of the others are really wacked-
cur, and | didn't want o spend tme we haven't got editing all the
chipheads and crazies. The ones 'm sending are pretty good—
took out all of my musitenngs and questions, H_gurhg we'|l shoot all
iy COUnDErs later | also pul some ndles with each of these. since |
think they're the best ones we're going o get off the streets, | don't
weant to send their names and |0Fs over (he Mel, Some of the com-
petition was out there prowling the streets at the same time we
were, and | don't want 1o give them any ideas. I'n betting you'll
get the real gold from the glitterati. Let rme knowe what you think
when | @1 back into o, | should be hirtting the mamaay in a fierw
Prours—I'll call with the Right rumber from the plane.

See o,
Brethary

Transcrpt 3A. no Beroll,
promo amached) )
==MNotes: This guy looked
derelict, but he
believed ewvery wond he
told ws. | looked up his
military service recosnd,
and he was hell on wheels
in his younger days, | fend
o believe most of the
carly stuff, but ar the end
aof the interview he starmed
to ramdbde precoy badby, Walt'll you see the Fe}e;rﬂ_g,q we ot of this
guy! He's amazing!

like a

“Whaddya fraggin' wan "
SADELETE COUMNTERTEXT)S

“¥eah, | stay arcun’ here most dags, bt | ain® no fraggin'
bum. | godda job, workin® at the shelter aroun’ the rodunda,
w o, | ot papers, v know. cause I, I'm a vet, You _gu].-'s'r-l: froem
& parate vid@rowp ar sumpin’, heh?
SADELETE COUIMNTERTEXT) =

“Hey, chummer. tha's fine wome, | know ko i0s 1o have th
fraggin’ corps or feds on ya, Huh! B'lieve me, | fraggin’ KROAW!
Just lockit this big fragmer scar | got here "
SHDELETE COUNTERTEXT)Y
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“Oh yeah, a bite'd be good, | learned in the service never @@
pass up food or sleep. You sakdd you wul lookin® ler good inlo
about th' BEnmb that killed the {Iraggn? Wl corme ower hiere an’
Ul tell wa what | saw. " ICOMTINUITY INTEREUPTE S

“Cdh yeah, tha's nice ... this's fraggi’ tasty! Mmmp! An® cof-
fee 1o wash it dosaml | ain't had real coffee since | dunng when ..
But, anyhow, | wuz walkin® along th' sereet beadin® back fram
mreatment, plannin’® on swingin' over o a fiend of mine's place
who lives on th' other side of the District Border | wuz walkin®
along an' | saw the crowd up ahead. an’ | thought maybe there
wuz a parade or sump'n. 3o | walked on up. A buncha Securicy
Fuys had the street closed, but | Aashed my wvet's 1D an’ they let
me on in, since P'moa good citizen, v krow, Anyhow, | sz
wiorkin' my way along when this big limo goes rollin® by, with
these goons all aroun'—big, mean fraggers even fer aroun’ here,
I'm & car buff, s0's | wuz payin® attenshan ta th” limo, y'kmow, cuz’
if ya pay amenshun ya <'n tell how much anmaor they got by how
they ricke on their shocks.™
SADELETE COUNTERTEXT)S

“Oh, man, wuz that baby armoared! Like & fragg@in® Stonewall
from the wway it took th' burnps In the streec An' | ©'n guarantes
somethin® wuz funny about that bamb what killed that guy.
SADELETE COUNTERTEXT) Y

"Becwz | wue lookin® right at th’ raggin car when it Hew up!
| had my eyes turned up all th'way when th” whole road blew out
all ower it. 3o | saw it real good.”

SJADELETE COLIMNTERTEXTY Y

"Yizah, thvey's pretty obd now. bt they Still work all right. | got
b rioc lars an’ lnu.-llah'r buikt in, and | wuz usin® both of “am.
Y knowy, it wul funmy that | ©'d see th’ Bomb at all, cur & bomb that
big qu.l;_:_lﬁ"-.nl- killed me owtright, but it didn’'t feel lilke methin® when
it hit . There wwrn © nd fash, eithers, but | knos 0 wuz a Dig
fragmer by th” way it blew th' limo aroun’. | seen some fraggin’ big
bangs im mma milic' ey days. s in the CE one time when a whole
stick’a laser-guided 2,000 pounders took out a platoon’a
Banshees. A guy next ta me, name wuz Axle Banger. come all
big ol armored
Banshess come apan like tin cans hit with a combar axe., you drop
big enough fraggin’ bombs on “em. That wuz the biggest bombin
I ever figgered I'd hafta worry abowt, but the one under that limao
wur al LEAST as g as any a those. That hang woulda wredcked
mast tanks, but th' president’s imo wuz in purty good shape
when it hit th’ ground.”

{ADELETE COLUMNTERTEXT)

“MNo, chum. that ain’ fght, I'm tellin’ ya. | saw it The bomb
blew the car about a hunmerd feet inna air an’ took all th” wheels
aff It, but It come fumblin® back dossn an' hie the Zround seill In
one piece. | woldja it wuz armored wp real good, ©member?
Anmnywaws, It hit the Ernun-rl ardd took a bounce back up inma air
alrouit tenm heel, an tha's where th weirgd stull happened.”
SADELETE COUMNTERTENT)S

“Better blieve it chism! There wuzn't no blast from th' firse
bomb, an’ | e'd see it Chear as day. AllS | e'n think of, there musta
been another bomb inside th’ fraggin’ car, cuz it opened up as
[RUFTY A5 ¥a wan an his g back BEob oome ralling owt. with alka

apart from th” fraggin® blast waves. Yeah,




these big ol” worms squirmin” aroun’ inside it. Th' limo Blowed all
ta’ shreds all arcan’ it then it just weent ZHOOM an’ it wuae gone,
Al excep fer that weird clowd tha's out there sl
SDELETE COUMTERTEXT)S

“I'm try'notell wa, tha's how it hapyn ol Don'cha think | knons
howe it sounds? IFwhat 1'm sayin's so crazy, then how o va explain
ihat thing still hangin' inna air mext fthe Watergate, buh?”
fNDELETE COMIMNTERTEXTIS S

“Hiow'm | 8" posed ta know what the frag they wuz? They wuz
warmy kinda things, It all happ'ned real fast, an’ | wuz jus’ starin'
like | wuz hypnatized o0 sump'n. so | know | saw it, You don’
wanna blleve e, you c'n jus’ pucker up an” Kiss iy ICONTI-
MLUITY INTERRLIPT) S

Transcript BA, no B-roll,
prowmio artached,
safotes: This guy called
me up On an encrypoed
line in the middie al the
night. refused m ghee a
name, and practically
begged me to mest him,
Most of what e said was
baring as drek, the uswal
frust-no-one  Kinda  jet-
wiash. but the militang stuff
hee talks abour in here s enough o give me the willies. | mzan,
what else do professional military goons have to do but dream up
drek like this. huh? Have yvou ever heard aof anything ke fhis
because | sure haven't. The footage on this guy s pretty plain. but
e riust be & trained speaker—he’s got a nice delivery. e cut
mest of his rant—he went on for fragging ever-and-ever—but this
guy was not afrald 1o point ingers and name names, Coudd be a
lot of good stuff to follow up.<<

“1 havwe exeellent information about what killed the President-
elect. | know the weapon used to kill kirm, Snd no. | woen't reveal
miy sources. o don T ask
{IDELETE COUNTERTEXT)S

“| wok in the defense industry, and | am outraged ar this
crirne against the country. | have a good Idea who was behind it
as well—a secret cabal, hidden deep behind layers and layers of
the Estalblishment. They are the only people who could have god-
ten their hamds on such experimental and dangerous weapons,
the kind that should not exist cutside of a madimuem-decurity |ab-
oratory. | have placed my life in jeopardy by telling wou this, so |
will hold nothing back. The truth must and will come ot
SADELETE COUNTERTEXTSS

“Unfortunately, | have no hard information about the specific
individuals who authorized the assassination and acouired the
weapon, But based on descriptions | have heard, and especlally
on the bzame magical phenormenan it left behind, | now for a fact
what the cabal used 1@ Kill the President, | don't want 1o get oo
rechnical, but have you ever heard of a self-forging fragment?”
SHDELETE COUNTERTEXT)/

“I'll keep it as simpde as | can. A self-forging fragment is part
ol an explosive warhead that Is designed to ride the shoCkwave
of the blast created by the warbead's detonation. It is accelerated
o & high welocity, equal to the detonation velodity of the explo-
sive used ... say, about ten tmes greater than the welocity of a
rifte bullet, Seif-forging ragments are ideal for penerrating thick
armear. They can be precisely aimed o destroy targets at long
ranges. They are a well established, time-tesied technology,
unlikely o @o unexpectedly wrong, So—we have a sell-lorging
fragment, Are you with me so far? Good. Everyone knows, of
course, that magic can be used to generate explosions ...
SADELETE COLMTERTEXTR

" very peroeptive guess, but wrong. The atsassins wsed a
magical technique known as astrally interlinked cascading spell
fragmentaticon. The technbque is confined 1o astral space, using
linked spell foc and quickened astral constructs, We're falking
advanced theory here, you realize. Very advanced. In practice,
however, the technique s extremely dangerous. The efhects are
hugely powerful, but to the best of my knowledge no one has
managed 1o produce a stable astral array without severe side
effects, One of the side eflects | koo of 15 the creation of a sta-
ble astral warmes, similar to but smaller than the it ower the spat
where the President was Killed.

JHDELETE COUMTERTEXT)

“Mdilitary mages are working on many other types of astral
consinucs—ior reconnaissance, interdiction of asoral space, and
any other purpese the Pentagon can dream up, There §5 o doul
that anly the highest echelons of the military Rase aooess fo that
technique. They are the only ones who would even know about ir,
muech less be able bo use it 5o it follows that the militany kilbed
him—aon their own inidative. or af someone elia’s afders. You
should be looking for those peaple.

SADELETE COUMTERTEXT

O, | sericusly deulbt that the mages who cast the astral self-
farging fragrment ane still alive. The sheer elfort of casting some-
thing so earthshaking probably kilked them ... or their Superion
dhid, il the mages survived the operation. Look for the master-
mincks, the evil people who conspired o kill a fre being and the
duly ebected leader of our country, Surely someone in the press
can use what 've told you to fnd the perpetrators of this—"
SOCONTIMUITY INTERRELIPTL

Transcript 110, no B mall,
I ErOmof

safobes: This guy wWas
ome af a orowd of media
hacks we pulbed in. Like
e says. there isn't any
bomb footage that | could
et my hands on, but that
chosesn’ © rriean it's ot out
there somewhere. | Say
we g@o huntng for it—and
alzo for the audia like this
By mentions, because Drac-boy's last words would be really nice
to gt

OUNHELZAMN S SECHETS



“I weas working tech for the press detall, | had a good lew of
Dunkelzahn's limo pulling away, because | was operating a mike.
The Presicent wias talking to himself as be got into the car and |
was hoping to pull something ouwt of the limo as it drove off
‘Words for posteriny and all thar, v'knenae?

SACOUNTERTEXT DELETED)/

I gt the file. all right. He was talking real soft, though, =o |
coubdn 't make oul what e was saying. | figured I'd enhance it
later—but of course | didn’t get the chance. The FedPol vanked it
fight away as evidenoe. | cont knos whal hapgened oo 6. But |
ko | was getting a good feed, because | coubd bear it through
iy BArpnenes,

SACOUNTERTEXT DELETED)/

“tbo, | just have meat ears, 've been planning to get a |ack
instalbed, but you know how it is ... never do boday what you can
pet of f il fomarroess
SACOUNTERTEXT DELETED)//

“He had a phone out when he got into the car. If we had the
sound file off the mike we could get it, I'rm sure. because | was
using a really good mike. IF it was putting through encugh signal
for my pain rmeeal to hear i a decker could have picked i0 apart
tox the point where you could bear his teeth grinding.
SACOUNTERTEXT DELETED) S/

“Yeah, | hacd the mike on the car when the bomb went off. |t
wias S0 welnd—I o swear no sound Came theough the heao-
phones. Maybe I'm remembering it wrong, but the noise was
muffled—Iuike | gnby heard it through the ain not throwgh the mike
| knoww some camiera operatons wiho were on-scene, and they said
nodody @ot amy filrn of the explosion, efther. Mobody. Welrd, neh?
All the news guys are using graphics to show the explosion
because there isn't ary e Alm of i
SHCOUNTERTEXT DELETED/ ¥

“Yeah, sure, We do it all the time, re-creations and simula
thons. You e a news hack—ypou know the deal. Bght? Anyway,
afer a few seconds the milke stanted wnrl-clng .a.gﬂln. O course, by
then all sars ol drek was in the lan and the cnew chiel was
screaming for us to get choser, get choser . /(TIME DELAY)/

"I'H el wou, that was one hairy night. The most serous drek
I've ever been milxed wp in, bar none. Frag, I'm sormy. U'moa little
shook up, ¥ know? Don't mean o embarrass you . just give me
a second ., SATIME DELAY)S

"1 really Bked the Big . He had che right steff, | don't cane if
b weasn’t hurman, be had a real soul to lime, S0 TIME DELAY) S The
armosphene, the aura. there wherne e died, 0 felt—I don't know,
Holy, in & way. | mean, I'm not sensitive to doek like that, bt |
really felt it
SICOUNTERTEXT DELETED) ¢

“I'm fine, really, Don't worry about 6. | Fuess It upset me a
little more than | thought. But I've been thinking abourt the drag-
an, He was larger than life, you know? | just can't believe some
evil ragger would hate him enough to sladghter him like ... like a
stray dog or something. His death should mean more than just
some Dwisted metal in the sreet. If's just not nght. ywou
know? ™/ ICONTINLUITY INTERRLIFT)/

Transcrips 344, no B-rodl, no promoy s
efovtes: This obd lady pissed me off at first with her patronizing
amsliude, but | Wieda got 1o lke her, | don't think she meant any-
thing by it, | think she was just daffy. But daffy or not, wait il you
s the vid we got of this lady! She's this apple-cheeled old
grandma, but whal charisrmal Nutty as a fruitcake, but she [ragging
near had me ready to go to bat for e [t's ton bad wee probably
can 't use his because it sounds so wacko. but it might comelate
with some of what our old wet saw. Our gosernment-leak guy
right even be able fo verfy some of this, who knows? And
there's always the “Saint Dunkelzahn™ angle if all els= fails. An
awful lot of people went off the deep end about the Blg D that
wiay right after it happened . maybe a whole “nother story there,
huh? Could be bigger than the Elis and jetack stares comibined
. Armpedy. we already knosw something weird is going on.
Ready to play crusading-reporter again, gifl?<<

“Yes. dear, | was watching when the Astral Lords came to the
Dragon. Mow don t give me that look— was old and wise and
dealing with magic when you were just an itch in gour momma’s
panties. | was a witch when | was a young gifl, back before the
Awvakening. When | was a gir, most homans would hawe calbed
wou and your ilk monstrows IF they had bothered o belleve pow
were real . but | believed even then. 'l never forget the night
when the Maglc came, and my lover and | realized that cur spells
suddenly worked ... . 50 I'm afraid you haven't earmed the right
o roll wour eves at me, dear, no matter how addled | may sound
Are you ready to [Bsten with your @ars and mind open?
SHCOUNTERTEST DELETED) S

“Well, aren’t you the Brthe charmer. Actualby, the big brawny
charmier, eh? But with such pretty eyes ... &0 vou have a love In
wour file, dear? You shauld, with eyes like that.

SACOUNTERTEXT DELETED)

“So thee little Charmmer has & Catty side oo her as weell. | like
wour spunk, =0 Ul forgive your yowth and ignorance and tell you
albout the miracle | saw. Besides, |ve been Dursting af the seams
o tell somebody.

I was here in my little shop when | heard thar the Dragon
had been elected. | thought, "Wedl, what abowr that! The norms
hawve dived into fantasy for frue now.' When | heard the Dragon
was to be feted nearby, | decided to go and see him. Are you
essed with the Talent, by any chance, dear?

SHCOUNTERTEXT DELETED

“That's a real shame < The astral world ks more beautiful than
words can say. I've assensed Dragons twice before that night, and
| wianted so much to see one again before | pass into the Astral
farever! 50 | drageed my wrinklsd cld sedf out into the streets and
wiaalted in front of the ‘Watergate Hotel with all the other suppdi-
cants (o see the Dragon. He came oun almos] as 5000 a5 i go0
there, much earlier than | thought that be would. Dragons hawve
protean flesh, and he had shaped himself as a man on the mun-
dane plane. But | assensed him, and oh! the glony of him! What a
nodde creature, 5r.1m:llng there with his dragon glory cloaked so
that we ligtle, fragile people would be kess fearful of him

“He stepped into his car, but | could still see his astral form,
& | weabChend B like sorme Dlushing school@inl as e drove away

MUMHELSZSHHIN S SELCHET S
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v SHTIME DELAYYSY

"Iy child, are you familiar with the theony that the unbeerse
exbsts on different levels, each cne as vibrant and alive as owr
avei?

SHCOUNTERTEXT DELETED)S

“l don’'t know wiby I'm surprised. What can they be teaching
wou woung things in school these days ... but never mind. Listen,
o, Beings exist within the core of every atom that are as self-
aveare as we are, and other lxlng's exlst that use galaxbes as we
use the cells inoowr body. D89 you nans that the mathematics of
a black hole’s event hosizon can describe our whole unieerse, so
that ewery black hole Could be anodher universe? I that™s true,
then every one of us carries entire universes of sentlent beings
wArhim our oem OEll5, and 50 does EVETy 5|:Hbl:|'l of rmatter all arcund
A, Al the same B, we are emibedded in the bodies of vast encl-
thess af higher orders than we can imagine. | find the whole notion
cambarting ... it rather handily answers all sorts of questions abouwt
G, Life, and ather things that old people worry albair,
{DDOUNTERTEXT DELETED)S

“Well, at least you're polite enough o pretend o be inter-
esged], Il el you what | sew, and let you decide what it was.

I sined there, watching the Dvagon and clutching my Brte
purse 1o my Chest, when seddenly he lit up like & glorious foun-
taln. &s | watched, amazed, he shook himself free of his fesh, ke
a math huiH"'l,E el free ol & cocoan. Then, above the Feed
Deagon. a door opened suddenly in the Astral Mane. As if some
Coflike hand was reaching down Irom an incredible distance,
beckoning to the Dr.:.gnn o CEMTIE, COMTIE .,

"He soared up toward it 5.[I'E|i|'l|l'lg o reach the MPonall He
flews high, so high, wp toward that _glnr:,' v = AHTIME RELAY)S Y
SCOUNTERTEST DELETED) Y

I don't knowy what happened after chat. | didn’t see it, I'm
just an obd, old woman, weak like all of us ordinary monalks, |
became afraid. | felt the pull of that glorious Summons. and the
workber and terror of it made me Close my eyes before the Dragon
reached the Portal. How pitiiol | am. How pitiful see all are.
MCOUNTERTEXT DELETED )/

“Why dio | call moself pitiful? Silly child, do wow think mirscies
I that happen every day? In my lfetiree, Uee watched almiost
every fantasy of my childhood become the bland, everpday reali-
iy of your world. \When | was your age there was no maglc, no
mstber haw | pearned for it Then, against every chance. the magic
cami Into the wordd, And then | becarme a maghclan! | thoughe |
had Been bletsed rmore han | could ever 5&.}'—|JLI1 ey, in e
rwlgl'lr{:fm'_.' life, | weas gheen a chance o waich the greatest mir-
ade of all, and | Ainched away from it like a doddening old lool. To
b ghﬂrn s miech and have it all turn o ashes In my mouth
becaimse | coulkd have had 5o much mone . .

SCOUNTERTEXT DELETED

“Chibd, child, do | have to spell it out for you? The Dragon was
transforming himself, an act that drews the attention of the Beings
of the Higher PManes. | call therm Astral Lorgs, but SGod would do
2 well, | sawr the Dragon receive Ris invitation fo Ascend, to reach
thee mext level of existence, to become a god

Do you understand now? | could have watched the birth ol 4
god, and | chose to dose my eyes instead, | won't get another

chance to witness such a miracle. | doubt another Dragon will hap-
pen to Ascend fght around the cooner from me any e soon. and
| 'won't be here much longer.
SHCOUNTERTEXT DELETED) Y

“AIN e spirits Bless wou for liskening fo an old woman. Travel
wwwiftly and safely, dear. | see a darkiness upon you deeper than the
ane I'm headed for, and | would hate o see sech prethy eyes
closed forever.”
==IMTERMAL EDNT MEMO: Ak following to script— The preced-
ing files represent the final post sent to me by my fiend and caol-
league, Bethany Trane. a reporter for the Ork Underground
Mebwark. Twa hours after she posted this message, the plane car-
rving Bethany and her crew, along with 132 others, suffered
engine failure on s approach o Sea-Tac Airport and plunged to
thie marth, There were no survivors. Al the records referred toin
s, Trame s post were kst in the orash. Al my attempis o locate
the people she interviewed have so far been unsuccessiul .’

S ZINMSERT ENDING FILE
ANDB ROLL S S

Trandcript | 154, no B-roll, no promao.

"5 the mystery deepens around the death of the Dragon,
This mwrder was a crime of unbelievable magnitude, carried out
by people who apparenily had no fear of the world's mighthess
and most subtle of oreatures. Who are these mystenous peaple
who can kil a great dragon and live 1o savor thelr dastardly
accomplishment? Wha could possibly hope 1o kill a dragon as
powerful as Dunkelzahn, at the moment of his greatest triurmph?
Whoever they are, (hey have so lar covered their actions with a
thoroughness and subflery that beggars the Imagination. 5o far,
the death ol among guests at e fareful Inaugural  Ball,
Dunkelzahn’s staff, thowe investigating the murder, and innocent
victims stands at twio hundred and pwebse—ihat we know of. The
range of this conspiracy clearly reaches further than we know at
present, but this repomer will nog rest wntil the truth 15 resealed
and the culprits exposed to the glaring light of day. Until my next
repaort, this ks rena Maylor, signing of " COMTINUITY BREAK)SS

/ZLCLOSE FILE??ENMITALLLS /S
A /DECRVYPT-ENCODE.-RECODE / /

S AENDFILES /S

& s Hermoncke:r ond her frogang Mew Doawn cronees, The
txplosion That 'Wasn't. a mﬂﬂEﬂl voirtay no ong kmows onything
abaul ... plus, evaryone knows you can anly kill a mogical being
ika 0 dragon with strongar magic. #'s Doc Roz ond har magicion
cobal. Galta ba.

a8 Bond

8 Interasting iogic, Rand. Sotement A Moges kiled Dunketrahn,
Starerment B: Rozilvn Hernondez ord e llumingtes of the Maw
Dovan s moge. Theredone, Conclusion: Hemandez e al. klled
Durkakohn Thot's probably the bast exomple of A& CORMPLETELY
FRAZZED-UP, PATHETIC EXCUSE FOR THIMEIMNG THAT I'VE EVER
REALD Cik THIS BRSIN Hiows mary athar folls on fhis rogging plon-
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al do you fuppose uss mogic wha mght hove wonted
Dunkalponm dead? How many of Mam are probcbly a hellusd ol
mane ponwertul Than the Mo Doen T How oo we even know thiol
Mgl Hilkg him™ e can fgura moges hoad S-I}I'I'IEH'II'IQ o oo with
it becawe of that voarfex thing, Bul P do we knaw it isn't st
some alabonahe smokescreen fo get us oll thinking “magic did .
raagic did it 0 we won't find the neal weopon fhey used fwho-
avar thay ey And did | mention how sick | om of the word
“cond”TT I | sse iF ofe Mo fime, I'mogoing o ga oul ond kil
somatning. Predarably tre nesxt idios 1o usa it

9 alone

B It wiosn't Hoz Harnandez. Brackhowven did it. | have proal. He's
god loks of Big-shod contacts i the deferse industry—ten fo ana
he's Qo some high-up milkary Fﬂgﬂﬂﬁ ursder hie thumb. And he
mates arylhing magcal o melabumeoan ar different from hime He
wiE prachcaly Caling Dunksizahn the devil in the K few fa [ 11
before he election. Jusf ke hal one guy said, anly the milfory
coulct wa pulied It ot Bt tre miltory-ot-lange hod no recson ko ki
2 President. Brackhoeen did, so e golb his miitary buddies fo
toke ochon

0 Deap Thiool

B =gHin’ gesnin hara .. ! Even l:ﬁ'iu“"lil'rg thot the defenie incus-
by “source” quoted cbove is teling the futh (and knows whot
he's folking cloul), fhens's two Dig probbemes with the Brackhaven
fheorg. Firsl, | con't see a dishord magic-hafer using magic to kil
the dragom. IF e wonded to off Cunkelzahn s a way of syribcli-
caly kling e favakening, be'd howe mode o point of finding
non=mogicol meons Second, | doubt even Brockhoyen hos O
lange encush wod af eochy cash or enough powar on ot fronts
o gy thof Bng of hit, Mo one woukd ve done 5-I}I'I'IE”'I‘|"'Q that
M0 st an hig sone-5a.

@ Tin Lizne

O s thar bugs. Goto ba bugs. ‘What aba is powerful enough?
O Chi-doy

0 What's that cld saving aboul every oroblem looking ke a mai
wivan all you've gof is g hammaer ... 7
@ Lo Morguise

B Durkakohn wios ossumed into Baawan, and will carms l:igljl'l il
judces us ol when the fime s dghd. All yeu wha maum tar the Greot
Dragon's passing, come to the Chuch of the Drogon-Soul ot
Sy B29-CCDLS. Under the Dragon's shelleing wing shal
o b comfaried

& Reyvlad

B MNowhare nedr Chishmos, and he fruilicakes ang cul akecdy!
0 0. Bunker

B DUNKELZAHM ISM'T DEALA Tha oliers took him, Wa we got to gat
Rirm back!
B Cragankin

8 | just ke 1'rm Qoingg 1o hote mvesell Tor asking ... ALIENS?
@ Tin Lizzia

@ You know, Thie some anes who took Jetbiock, And B, They
EwiaD dowrein ships made of ight @0 BAght we can’t bak of i,
and they toke whoewer they want, They do this king of stuff ol the
firme

@ DCrapankin

0 Lk | said ..
& [ Bunber

@ W5, Moyioe's gat har finger on the buthon. and sha dossn 't aven
know i, The assassinotion wes a corp hit. The whole kK n'catal
(o, ohhgra, Dot s the only word thoat |l do) got fogsetnsr ond
offed the B O so they could split up Rz ossels babwean them
And Lofeyr lad tre pock. S5et o drogon o cock o grogon=—Lofeyr
Fhucrs o unicue wndenstanding of drogon weaknessss, ond he's puih-
Imss enough ba use fhem ogoinst a reeol.

B Scney

@ | don't ouy it Sure. Lotwyr woulkd we koved to get his takons an
Cunkedzahn's stuff—badt he's aka snort enough fo know thot a kit
wioild wa meant ennoans C*'GI;EII'I wadkneites 1o pacple Wi
rhight well tum cround and use them ogoinst kim. He couldn't
have wanted Dunkalzonm's ossats thot Dodly,

0 NG

B Bipascialy wirean 1he Peishs and heens af eorp ke affersd [irm 59
mary potantiol wops to skim Dunkalzohn’s hosdings  shonwty
E:mg::uns Rave G kat of potience

8 Legal Beogks

B How cla we know Lofwyr didn’t hondie it all by lemsalt?
B Wyt Wiahoher

B Hmirmm. Yo may Fawve soemathing Theee,
B NG

L
B Whoewer did it hod sorme recsan. Nobady goes o e rouble of
CAcking o nagoing grea rogan |ust Becausa, o the g gusstion
ie. WWHY cidl They da it .. and wihal are they planming fan on encoee?
& Cangerous Lioisons
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G LAST TESTAMENT OF DUNRELA

If you are reading this. then | am dead. Undoubtedly, my death has generated a meedla frenzy the
liles of which the workd has. never seen—a media frenzy that will Fade away [ust as quickly as It enpt-
ed. So while my fteen minutes of Eame last, 1'd like to make the best use of my notoriedy. Idl like to
speak frankly about the Future of metahumanity. I'd like to lay it on the line and say everything that |
couldn't while 1 lived, (And 1 keep it short so that your attention doesn’t wander before I'm fintshed. )

To paraphrase ane of your own writers, you're [ving in the best of times and the worst of times. On
one hand, you've achleved a level of rechnological and inteflectual development unequaled by any of
the civilizations that have passed before you, At the same time, more people have been comsigned bo
lives of malnutrition, hopelessness and fear than ever before. A privileged few enjoy the fruits of
“progress,” while the SiNless and most metahumans—who make up the vast majorty of the world's
papulation—struggle simply to feed and dothe themselves,

As some of you may already suspect, the world Is serously out of balance Meagacorps continue to
despoil the Earth in the name of profit. Nation fghts nation. the frilmdane among you fear and loathe the
magically talented, humans have furmed on thelr metahuman brothesrs and wvice versa, If things continwe
unchanged, It's all going to come crashing down. probably sooner rather than later: And wihen it does,
ro one will escape unharmed. That's right. Regardiess of how much nuyen you have stashed away o
b rrany street samural you have at your beck and call—you're not going o escape. From the most
pnunefhumm:rﬂm:hemwﬁtgummmh.dluumartlnmmhm—amihthnﬂmm
sinik, vou'll all go down with It Trest me on this, ve seen (metafhumanity come dangerousty close to
kicking the proverial biscket before.

The good news |5 that you have the power and the means fo restare the balance of the world, As
I've alreachy sald, you've achieved a leved of technological and intellectual development that ary of wour
predecessors would envy. Plus, you're rapidly rediscovering the ancient art of magic—and magic Is the
keey. Far with the fwin arts of science and magic at your conirol, you truby hunes the power to reshape the
waild In some fundarmental ways, OF course, this power could just a5 easily be used to throw Ehe world
even further out of balance, but that's less likely to happen because of the very nature of magic Every
good magician knows and respects his limits, He knows that his power comes from the universe around
hirm, cormes from working with the natural order of the universe rather than against it And it's that kind
of wisdom that will help rmetahumanity turn things around

Cpuite simphy, ' tedling, you to GROW UIF. In this age, you've got mon: power at your fingertips than
your ancestors ever dreamed was possible, Continue to push the envelope of knowledge. Continue 1o
drearn the big drearns, by all means, But you must begin using your knowledge and Pl wisely,
because thousands of years may pass before metahumanity regains the strength and fools peeded o
succesafully weather thie coming storms—and you may ot get another chance.




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
15 August 2057

For more information. contact:
Sandra Daniel at the Draco Foundation

Nadja Daviar Pledges To
Execute Dunkelzahn’'s Last Wishes

For much of his tme in the Sixth world, the great dragon known
as Dunkelzahn used his great wealth and greater power to the benefit
of metahumanity. Though Dunkelzahn's untimely death prevents him

froem pursuing his goals and plans personally. the Draco Foundation will
continue to carny out his wishes,
As directed in his will, the Draco Foundation will be solely responsible
for executing the provisions of Dunkelzahn’s will. The Foundation, in turn, will
operate under my personal direction, and | pledge to carmy out my duties to the
best af my abilities,

As is evident in Dunkelzahm's testament. he had a high regard for and felt a kinship with metahumanity.
Alone among dragonkind, he recognized the strengths and weaknesses of metahumans and took an active inter-
est in the metahurman race. From his awakening to the day he died, the curiosity and thirst for knowledge that
characterize our race continued to fascinate and delight him, while our collective short-sightedness and irrespaon-
sibility continued to concern him. Even as he studied our actions and reactions, he generously funded a myriad of
enterprises that he believed would benefit metahumanity in both the short and long term.

The Draco Foundation has accepred the responsibility and privilege of carrying cut Dunkelzahn's last wishes.
Guided by the directives In his will, the Draco Foundation will invest in various technological, sclentific, magical
andd social enterprises that Dunkelzahn himself deemed necessary to the survival of our race. By doing so, we hope
to henor Dunkelzahn's memory and ensure that metahumanity eventually restores harmony and balance to (ts
troubled world.

& | recaived an uplood ol e folidwing convessalion betwean

twz of the commentatars from the Azticon post—anonyrmcusy . of
course, and roubed Fecugh 2o mony noedes that | gave up trving
fo e it an my second hip through Zurich-Croial. Fascinoticg
shust, ond I'm sune vany revealing, il we could figure ol exacity
whal ey e halking about, i seems some radly Big ployan have
Farmes vigny difesant Spinkong on The Prae s deoth, Lef e hecr your
theories, ond Moyt we'll post o speculation comgpiation. The
uhra, if seams. 5 Qoing to D awen mong infanesting han e pre-
sant (i thot™s possiblal)

B Caplarn Choos

Iranamitted: 21 August 2057 af 15:27:52 (E5T)

DUNHELZHHN S SECHAETS

szz[LADY OF THE COURT] As the numans say, whal a com-
plete luad of drek] How dare he posi such lies and drivel—
he's obviously doing it just to embarrass the rest ol us. © ...
you've achieved 3 level ol technalogical and intellectual
developmeni unegualed by amy of the civilizatbons that have
passed belore you,” How can he say such Ehings with a
straight faca? By the Paths! He was a dragon! His primary
interest in humanily was as a lasly snackl OF the deceptions
thal hawe been perpelrated om the lesser races, this rivals
them all az the most thorowgh and leas! ameting, We an
well rid of him.

J
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beliewe Ownkelzahn’s influence at an end. His imlenest in the
indellect and spiril ol ihe human race was complelely sincens.
You would have no way of kmowing, bwi he was a sirange ang
gven in Ibe obd world, always purswsing inferesis that seamed
contrary to the other dragons’ goals and insisting en including
e odher races |m the hig decisions. | believe the wyrm finally
god his way. even ikough e had o accomplish (§ Irom wier-
gver dragons go when they die.

That he crealed a will lor digpasal of his property is
glrange in itsell, My wnderstanding of the ritvals surrownd-
ing death in the dragon race i hal whalgver remaling
behind belengs fo the dragon that proves isalf superior in a
contest of will and strenglh, Thal oddity aside, It you look
closely at his will you can see his plan in quile amating
detail simply by Iracing 1he beguests he made. Dunkelzahn
beal us at our own gama lompg bedore we chase lo play thal
jame.

old man, and a bit teo fond of conspiracy \hearies. The only
thing | e in the dragan’s will |3 the same owerweening pride
for which | always despised him, and which was ullimately
his dewntall. AMtempling to force owr hand using the pathetic
ploy of worming his way inbo human aMeclions by playing
aceordimg o thelr rules, and ruling them from plain sight
rather than from behind ihe scenes simply shows that he
never really endersiood our imbanfions, or the bhaseness of
metahumankind. The only ihread he ever posed to owr fufune
plans was the potential for unnecessarily panicking ihe com-
moners inlo wniting against es—lor thaugh we are Iheir bel-
bers in every way, there still is girength in nembers.

s WORDSMYTH] Lady, please listen while | iry to explain
what | see. The paliers of Dunkelzahn's bequesis weaves a
complex tapestry of emcosragement, rvalries, rewands, pay-
ofts, revenge, whimsy and wiles that was mamy ceniuries in
planning amd many mone in execution. Mo makler how many
fimes we rebuMed hig plams, lgnored hiz pleas and even
forced him 1o bow fo owr berms, inthe leng run, il SEems, we
werg duped: ke simply amticipated our objections and
gwitched to plam B or plan C or whaltewver versian of his mas-
{er patiern we 1l imlo, | think he has always believed 1hal
matahumanity held the key to the findl defeal of sur enemies,
amd has always worked to help metahumankind realize ifs
potential.

zzz[LADY OF THE COURT] Believe whal you like, you siub-
Borm ald goat, Your genile vision of the world simply whibe-
washes the fruth. The dragon hkad a masier plam, all right,
bud it wasn'l 1o anyone's advaniage bul his own. He thaughl
that it he could enlis is his cause the sympathies of this
amd fuiuwre generations of metahumanity, he could eventual-
Iy desiroy ihe athers that stood in his way and remake the
mest world im his own image. Al his appareni concern for

the lesser races was nolhing bul an act, a cover-up for the
might-makes-right strafegy the dragons have always used,

Bz intemtions and his efiors to preserve the world as we
know i, then comsider this: whal Dunkelzahn gawe away in
his will was only a tiny fraction of his wealth (a5 you know),
and his knowledge was vasl beyond ihe imagining of any of
our race. A commitiee of those you consider bo be the equiv-
alenl ol ealile conirol all that wealth amnd fhe power such rich-
eg bring, and al leash one of them has acoess o whilever
knowledge, opinbons, speeulation, instmections and schemaes
he chose to record. Have you Tally grasped whal thal simple
1a6l means, my Lady?

==[LADY OF THE COUAT] | had mot considered 1his ramilica-
tion, It seems | have heen looking only at the shor view, at
least as far as the dragons are concemed, and we may have
celebrabeéd the death of our adwersary prematarely. | cannot
take ewerythimg you =say af face value, Waordsmyth, bl you
heave given me Teod for thought.

But what of you? Do yoi underdake Ihe plans he abwi-
aligly had lor you?

e[ WORDSMYTH] | will gladly falfill my appointment to the
Dunkelzahn Institwle of Magical Research, il 1kal is whal you
are #sking, | camnat pretemd to undarstamd what Dunkelzakn
intended to accomplish, bul | am curious bo ledrn more of hig
geals amd will do my pari to help foreard his wishes owl of
friemdship. il from no other molivation. Te be honest, when
we were last tagather | sided against our bate friend wilh
greal reluctamce. Mow | see (hat, wnlike 1he rest of ss, he
really meant what he was saying. He believed 5o stroagly in
the validity ol his position that he set in molion plans that
gwen we may not live o see fulfilled. Quite possibly, my
young one, Dunkelzakn was righi. That possibility is worth
my time, my efiort and my layalty. And, oddly enowgh, | hink
e counted an me recoghizing that,

s=[LADY OF THE COURT] Then we must part as adversaries,
for | will not 50 eagily akandan all we have worked lor and the
rewards we have gained through our eiforis.

o [WORDEMYTH] | think the wily ald wyrm even knew thal
Sleap well,

NUNHELZ2AHND S SECRETS
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... being of sound mind and body, do hereby
declare this to be my last Will and Testament
@ (12.32 Mp deleted)

@ In oo afion 1o “get e the good stuft™ that we're oll interested in heaing aboul in ol words, wiho et
whia?). | have skipped ovar ol of tha kegal mumbo-urnba Hal eseny such documant ncluckes and ot right
1o e baouests. Becawse the will conssts mostty of short beouests ba a brood varkety of individudls. | have
kept the file mad-onty in order o keep § fiom getting cluttersd with o ot of bobble. Discussion of the wil
=an be posted in the reloted 9G linked to this fle. Once in thal cred, keap your posit relotad 1o e Topec
at hiond or they will B nuked wihoul mercy. This B your anly warning

B Cophain Chaos

Traramitied on 15 August 2057, at 12:44: 19 (E5T)

ON THE EXECUTION OF MY WILL

| hawve managed to accumnulate considerable possessions owver the course of my lifetime. almost against
my will, That, | suppase, |5 the nature of dragons, o acquire and accumulate physical representations of
our long memories and pasts. We are sentimental creatures at heart; | have yet to know a dragon wha can
simply throw away anything possessing even the smallest amount of meaning oo him,

To see to the Herculean task of administering my ridiculoushy vast estate and assure that my wishes
are carrled out, | authorze my executor, Madja Daviar, b use what funds are necessary from the balance of
iy estate for the establishrment of the Draco Foundation, This Foundation will have a Board of Trustees con-
sisting of Ms, Daviar and six others to be appointed by her. The trustees will oversee the administration of
the Foundation and the execution of my last wishes as described in this will,

I suppase It Is necessany that | acknowledge how dramatically | have broken from the traditions of my
race by aranging far my effects o be distributed according to my cwn insfructions. |will simply say that
this Is an eminently sensible dea | borrowed Fram harmanking with the sole intention of avolding the tra-
ditionally destructive evenis that almast ahways follow the death of one of our kind. | hereby warn my fel-
lonw dragons against contesting this document in the usual way, for doing so will reflect poarly on our rep-
utatiang in this Awakened age,

| have been compiling and updating this decument off and on for many years, ahsays striving (o make
iy will accurately represent ... well, my will, (My understanding i that most humans use their wills as
instruments of encouragement and revenge. and it seemed ke an excellent dea.] IF | appear (o have
missed the mark, then please view my efforts charitably, and kesp in mind that | take the very long view
of things. In addition to designating specific recipients for the mary things | have acoumulated that will
sepge 4 berter purpose in other hands, | have made bequests that | hope will foster the dewelopment of
some of my favorite metahurman characteristics.

| have always wished to ald metahumanity in its quest for knewledge, but hawe been reminded by a
friend that | should not demy them the joy of discoveny inodoing so. Therefore, | have cofmmitted certaln
assets to encourage the most noble endeavor of the human intellect. | have found In my long life that truth
is quite often a matter of opinion, and thar it is possible for many truths to be held by many people at the
sarme fime without one fruth being necessasily greater than another. It ks my wish to advance the cause al
truth in the world only as much as | can advance understanding. The concept that all beings are equal in
the eyes of the Unheerse, regardless ol their appeasance of orlgins. without concern for their beliefs, goes
against millennia of human history in which slavery, torture and murder were the order of the day for those
where did not conform o the will of the State. More armazing still ks that a nation founded upon such a
radical prnciple was able to sundve and prosper. Thereforce, | have commitbed cerfaln assets to honor the
revvolutionary dream that sparked a vision of a workd where |ustice prevailed foe all.

NDUNHELEZAHNDS SECRETS Eq-
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To Madja Dendar, my Faithful translator and
assistant, keeper of my hopes and
dreams for the future, who spoke for me
o millions around the world, | leave the
bulk of my estabe, save for those jems
named in this will. | name Madja Davlar
the executor of my estate and Chairrman
of the Draco Foundation, in which capac-
iy she will appoint a board af frustees (o
oversee the execution of this will in
accordance with my wishes,

Ta Akira Kageyama. [ leave my
Vancouver condoplex and the monies in
e trust fund established in his name,

After much research and ndreds of
bags of burned Muke-and-Pop, | leave 20
miillion nuyen o the holder of the patent
for the twentieth-cenbury process that
produced popoorn capable of being
popped over an open lame (this drag-
on's method of chodoe), | believe it was
caller Speedy Pop, or Quick Pop, of
5-:|n1.|:|;h|n_5 similar. The patent holder
must use this money bo renew the patent
and resume production.

Because we who ocoupy the physical
world de mot live here alone, the Draco
Foundation is directed to establish the
Asiral Space Preservation Soclery. The
le;&ll‘m ASPE are as fodlows: to mon-
inor potential abuses of astral space and
its denizens; to protect the rights ol
denizens of astral spaces to establish a set
of paramesters that will Facilitate & working
relationship berween spirts and metahu-
mamity; and fnally, to create a sanciuary
in astral space for beings In search of a
wafe redreat. The ASPS will be adminis-
tered by the Dunkelzahn Institute of
Magical Research [DIME) in copperation
with any and all free spinits interested in
joining this project.

To VisionCrafters, | leave the sum of 20
millicn nupen for research into advanced
optics,

For research inbo magical phenamena
considered dangercus to (metalhumani-

kY, sych as the foveas in Aztlan and the
recent rr.a.g:hdy in Chicage, | keave 4 mil-
lion nuyen. o e administered by the
Dvaco Foundation,

Tir Maarkus Dammiembaem, | eaee 5 small
token ol my esteermn, o be distributed by
the Draco Foundation.

For the establishment of the Ancient
‘Wisdom Fund for Education, | leave 10
million nuyen. This fund will offer schalar-
ships to students In schentific and techno-
logical Relds, and will be administened by
a board of trustees appointed by the
Draco Foundation.

| offer ownership of the First Key of Power
to the Eorsernment of either Tir Tairmgire
of Tir na mOg, whichewer nation first pub-
licly discloses the complete personal his-
tories of all of its high government offi-
cials. This disclosure must be supsendsised
by the Draco Foundation In accordance
with my instructions. Sperarenrel ref
rimaan perest? Hetlon Sperethie,

To Aden. | leave the Shroud of Shadows,
May its shade cool the heat of your
desent home as well as the tempers that
Rare arcund it

In cader to reduce the number of inno-
cent bystanders who die =ach day a5 a
result of securiny officers firing on crimi-
nals, | leave a fve-pound brick of odchal-
cusm te either Lone Star or Knight Errant,
whichever first develops an inexpensive,
effective, non-lethal stun technology
accurate at 100 metars,

In memoary of John Timmons. iy first
voilce to the people of the I1st century
wiho died because of hatred and misun-
derstarding. | leave 12 million nuyen to
create the John Timmaons Memorial
Foundation far the Advancement ol
Equality. This organization. headed by a
board 1o ke appointed by my execuion
willl adwance the cause of squal rights for
all pecples. regardless of physical
appearance, beliefs or origin.

To MewsNet | leawe 2 millllion nuyen for an
investigation into the CirCuwmstanoes of
my death (whatever they may be) and
the production of a comiprehensive doc-
umentary on the svents surrounding rmy
dlermise,

Ter Lorelei Angel. whose voboe |5 |Ihe that
af the stars, | know from our Consversa-
tioms that you hawve no ferther need for
wealth, 5o | leave 3 million nuyen o e
donatesd In wour name to the chariny of
your chaice,

Far the study of magic in all its aspects, |
earmark 100 million nuyen for establish-
ing the DIMIEL The Draco Foundation will
appoint a management team, bo oondisd
aof ane member from each of the fodloes.
InE_-. BATAT, the Atlantean Foundation,
the Mative Amercan nations, Tir na ng,
the Liniversity of Chicage, the universities
competing in southern California and the
Feople’s University in Berkeley, the
Lagenzell Institute. the Owford Royal
College of Magicians, and my ok friend
Ehran. also Knoown as the Scribe,

For punposes of research. | leave my body
to the Dunkelzahn Instituee ol PMagical
Research

To Yakashima Technologies, | leave the
supr al 150 million nuyen, to b2 used for
blotechnology research and the: develop-
ment of products 1o benefit the people of
thee world.

To Althne Oakforest, | leave the Rose
Crygstal, in hopes of soothing old wounds
and healing the rifts they have caused.

To the lirst party that develops a species
of plant hardy enough to Aourish in and
eventually <lean  the ENDS-EHQEC'.'I
atmosphere of such cities as Tenochtithin,
I lzave 20 millicn nuyen

I leawe 100,000 nuyen for each of the fol-
kowing people to e rescued from the
Chicago Containment Zone: |James
Delany, [r, Edward Oden, Gregory

Es NDUNHELEAHND S SECARAETS
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Arrmibwister, Protacio Corcoran. Katherine
Sirsu and Sissel MoCarthy,

Ty Brochk HIS_E!WH‘I.‘HH. | beanre iy coni-
1r-'_'||i|'IH imberest i the Pleasure Dome
Hoted in Palm Speings. CF%, on the condi-
tican that he Slany At Ubehebe Crater in the
Maojave Desent from one full moon to the

next.

To Alarmais, | leave the frsitcake we have
exchanged ewery Christmas since 2020,
Wnilike you. I'mreally dead

Ta the party who fings the bones of the
dragon skeleton for which | possess. he
read, | offer tao options. You may keep
thie baones, or twern therm owver to the Dracs
Foundation for a reward. All discoveries
miust e independenthy verilied as dragon
bones, sech dentification to be made by
amy liwing dragon. The Draco Foundatkon
will assemble all pleces of the skeleton it
receivesd and display the result in the
Sroithscnlan Institution for the edification
of the general public. My admimedly
incomplete research indicabes the follow-
ing coordinates as likely locations for
dragon bones: Latitude 417, Longitude
1217 Latitude 417 50n, Longinede 83
45w; Latitude 47 2in, Longitude 122
I 2w Latitude 19° 24n. Longitude 90°
Shey:  Latitude 65°, Longitede 1307
Latitwche 397 ddn, Longitude 1047 Sthay,

Ta samy Park, | leave the tide fo the
Buhne Building, in appreciation for the
kst buargess in the Callfornda Free State.

[Thiis fnllwdng paragraph is to be placed
in the public-access area of the Matrix.]
ATTEMNTION! To any and all persons capa-
ble of disconering “where a Rock meets
thie Sky,” the 2 millkan nuyen, amulers
andd weapons al that place are yours for
the keeping provided that you acoom-
plisty the task described In the enclosed
datachips within | wear of iy demise
The anime will accompany you o make
sure the joby is done property. Because
this endeavor |5 of special personal inter-

est to me, | have taken numerous pre-
cautions bo Asture jts completion.

Ta Ryumyo, the first of cur kind 1o be
seaen im this modern age, | leave my sy
at stealing ry chance (0 be the wery first
clra.gnn as well as the Ring Ouroboros,
sifce it is the earl:.-' BErd who catches the
W,

I leave 1 million nuyen o any @roup oF
individual who ensures the safe return of
Mlany-Beth Tyre ta her home. Mary-Beth
woats Kidnapped April 30, 2051, just after
her sinth birthday. She was last seen in
Roancke, Virginia Her sureival is critical.

To amy perscn bom on Decemnber B, 1980:
present yoursell to the Dyaco Foundsikon
at any time, and the Foundation will gramt
wou ome wish, This century shoukd mowm
for the losses of that cenfury.

In the name of the Misguided Six, 1 give
250,000 nuyen fe establish a fund 1o
assist wvictims of magical crires, as well
a5 their families and loved ones,

| leave 500,000 nuyen o the Amercan
Association For the Advancement of
Thaurnaturgy. to educate the public
about the nature of magic. Magic and -
ence are agual parts of humanity’s her-
itage, and there meed e no quarrel
Dazrwspaen theem,

To Robert | Hemedes, | leave a small
tohen af iy esteemn, o be distributed by
ihie Draco Foundation.

To any person who can prove e or she
shook hands with John F. Kennedy, pre-
sent wourself o the Draco Foundation at
any time, and the Foundation will grant
you one wish, He seemed like a nice
peErsan,

To Beatice ‘Wilder of Paris, | leave my
meountain retreal ar Bikon, near Zurich.
May it ghve you the sofitude you seek.

To any person who possesses a tichet
st to Marla Mercurial’s only foray into
country  music, performed  at My
Brother's Mace in the Mashville sprawd:
present yourself o the Draco Foundation
at ary time, and the Foundation willl grant
you o wish, | believe the saying s, be
careful what you wish for—you may well

gt it

Te Robert Khamdeng, | leawve  the
Weaping Stone ol Ta'bel and the oprical
chip labeled “BE-924° found in the sec-
ond drawer of my writing desk at my res
ldenoe in Toronto.

T Sean Laverty, | beave my estabe in Tir
Tairngire. The garden there |5 quite beau
tiful and | hope that it will remain so.

To George “Locomotive” Fenamore.
wherever he Is at present, | sadly
bequeath the locked steel box numbser
d12 from my prvate wvault at the
Manhattan Citibank Depositony. The box
is not o b opened until he desms it
absolutely necessary, of until my Com-
rade manages o successfully “surdhee”
ancther Double Tuesday. | pray the dark-
ness ends for you someday.

T thie executar of my will, Madja Daviar,
I grant full disposition of the other fifkeen
bowmes marked for George Fenamore, of
his descendants, should any of them ever
asle, |F mot, wpon your own dermise, they
are e be  summardly destroyed
UMCHPEMED in thee rmadn miorowave Bast
furnace of Bethlehem Steel, Ma,

&
To Bethlehem Steel, | leave 2 million
nuyen for the purpose of the Immediate
destruction of Fffteen  steel  boxes,
UMOFENED. when and If they are delh-
ered to the main furnace crewy boss, and
the additonal amount of S00.000 nuyen
v the crew boss as danger money 1o be
distributed o his orew in the event of
injuries. resulting from this dask. [ the task
is accomplished without mishap, the
creny bos may keep the full amount or
disbiurse it as b wishes,

NOUNHELZAMNN S SECHETS Eﬁ
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To Alachia, | leawe the Ew.-.rhmg Floseeer, |
hérve o rrsone use lor it

To the first party o develop a self-motl-
wvational robobic unit that mests the speac-
ilications  lakd out D!p' the [Dvaco
Foundation, | leave 10 million mugen for
continued research,

To David Liowd Ford, | leave 2.5 millkon
nueyen, to be used to continue his min-

istry. May such falth abways enlighten the
world.

To Buttercup af Yamatedsu Corparation, |
leave my complete collection of comic
bosoks with respect for our mutual appre-
dation of the art form. Mot manga, |
know, but you could stand 1o develop a
taste for soeme of the classics, my dear.

To Casey Willkams, | leawe 4 million
rarven. Cood humting!

To the first one thousand 5IMNless metahu-
mans to show up at the Seattle offices of
the Dvaco Foundation at 10:00 am. on
the 12th of October, 2058, | begueath
ane valid 5N apiece,

To D Miles Swinbwrne, | eave my
antique tarot deck. May you benefit from
the insights it can offer you,

To Captain Chaos, | leave the encrypred
file |ackBMimble. Whatewer rewards it
reveals are yours. | had ne sucoess tying

to decrypt this thing., but I've abavays
believed it Ccontalned Somie Comimilnicas
ton fom another waild, OF course, |
codd be owrong. U've also notified the
Ceace Foundation to provide for your
wﬂ-bl:ing in the ewent the file deals you

a debilitating injury.

T e Dunkelzahn Institute of Maglical
Besearch, | leave one year's warth of
talon clippings.

To Mothers of Metahumans, | iease | mil:
ion nuyen fo continee their waluable

wiork in promoting social acoeptance of
metahumman children born to human par-
ents. By loving and accepting your differ-
ent offspring, you have shown wisdom
that all of us would dowell to emulate.

To Moriaki lkeda, | leave 5 small token of
my estecm, o be distributed by the
Draco Foundation.

To Carla Brooks, my shilled secwrity adwi-
sor and akde. | leave the dagger
Wyrmnstooth along with the sum of 5 mil-
licn nuyen, | hope you will continue to
SeErE My ESjale as woell as ol sEreed
.

To Eddie Samiselson, | leave the deeds to
iy La Biella Italia restaurants in Mew York,
Prince Edward Island amd Lake Lowise
Thanks for pscking up the bk one last
time.

To Darius  Vemizelos, cwrator, and
Scholar Zalmis Kaphandaris of the Crede
Orecult Musaurm, | edve sheel Box num-
ber 212, which contains the ancient
bronee blade that | have dubbed The
Spear of Desting, Whether or not that
name applies is for them to prove. OF
disprowve. Personally, | have never quite
had the time o find ot

Tex further encourage an end (o the use of
oo miaghc by Artechnology and other
‘parties, 1 offer a bounty of | milllen nuyen
an any bood mages captured alive and
defivered 10 the Dunkelzahn Institue of
Magical Research for the purposes of
sudying the effects of bood magic use
an metshurmanity. | further authorize the
Draco Foundaton o provide suitable
rewards for the receipt of werifiable
accounts of blood magic use, the rewands
o reflect the usefulness of the informa-
tion provided.

T '-'|.I'|..|H||1.3. Incorporated, | leave the sum
of 200 millkon NUYEN [Her our previcus
ARresment.

,_-——'_

Tey Y Chan, | leave the Tomse of Terrin.

To Darmien Knight | leave my antique
chess set, except for the black king piece.
| hape you find another worthy opeo-
meent. | weas onby &0 seconds, obd fiend,
bt wehal a ricle!

To Gaesatronics' Seattle laboratories, |
leave 250 million nuyen for the purpose
of research imto Dr, Dawn Crowfeather's
treatise, “On the Relationship bebaeen
Mana and Muclear Energy.”

Ta Darrick Erding. | leave the Banner of
the R Dragon out of respect for his her-
irage, Lise it well.

T the comporations and governments of
the word, | keave the formula for an
infamt waccination that should be adminis-
tepedd to all children born afer 31
Crotober 2060

To Dir. Alan Cordon. | keave my First Folio
edition of A AzIf Lse 1t well, when and
IF you miust.

T the first party to identify the wictim in
the accompanying photo and bring his
five perpetraton o justoe, | leave the
access codes to my property in Pars. The
Draco Foundaticn will rélease the Codes
upon receipt and verfication of & com-
plete account of the investigation. inchad-
ing the fate of the victim and the perpe-
Lrabors,

To Ehran the Scribse. | beave my librany of
rares  first  editions,  including my
Shakespeane folkos,

To [uan Atzcapotzalco of Aztechnology, |
lmayse the comlents of (he sealed Dox held
in triest at the Howuston FPrember Bank.
sl be opened on the first day of the
next Festival de AMoerios (0 occwr in
Artlan (though legally banmed, we both
lomecrwy thee fesdival stilll occurs). | Swedr on
iy marne that the box and its confents
pose no danger o you or Aziechnolody,
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resules coukd be most unforunate.

To Universal Omnitech, | leave the sum of
120 millon nuyen o contines  thelr
research in geretics and bicengineering.

To the band Shield Wall, | l=awve 10 mil-
lion nuven for the completon of thelr
rock opera, “The Mother of the Sea”

To Federated Boeing. the land and miner-
al rghts 1o thie walcanic island that will
erupt 300 kilometers due west of Petralia
on October Ird, 2060,

Tai I:I.:Enalrluwkl":k'nwm“. | leave the
simehip catalogued as “Epoch of Blood®
lerated in my private  wvaults at
Vision est.

Tor the United Talismmonger’s Assockation,
| leave the node BAMNOCAL/RED-OTED,
all associated hardware and soffware,
and my contract for the suppont of Etheric
Computing Serdces, Should LITA  not
have brought the Matrixz Sonocle anto
the market by | January 20060, this
bequest will revert to Xemes Fositive
Research Tank's Mendocing Laboratory,

To Fiennuala O'Donnell, | leaee my
Chivas Regal bag full of gold pleces. (Not
quite the standard, | know, but a whole
potful seamed | exoessive.)

T Helena Rosswm. 10 million muen and
my sincere apologies on the hand Fate
has dealt you this tirme.

In edes o discowrage the prodiferation of
toxic shamans, | offer a bounty of | mil-
lion muyen on any o shamans cap-
tured  alive and delivered o the
Dumkelzahn Institute of Maglcal Research
for the purposes of studying the elfects of
roxicity on the physical and astral pres-
ence of such shamans, and how they in
turn impct the physical and astral wodd.

Because | believe that we will not
gliminate the poison of toxic shamans
until we eliminate the paisons fouling the

earth, | further cffer substantial rewards
to those parties willing and able o debox-
ify polluted areas across the globe
Interested parties should contact the
Draco Foundarion for Aends and and a
description of the conditions accompany-
Ing those fnds,

To the first party o create a perpebal
medion machine without the aid of
Mg, | l=awe the heretofore undiscos-
ered motebooks of Leonanda da Ving,

To Smedley Pembrenton 1l | leaee the
Avabon nightcdub in Boston and all deeds
angl tithes assoclated with g

Te Henry Higgins, | leave my bottle of
Chateau Lauren 1852, 4 wofne Samne
N A

To joseph Runk, | leaee 200,000 nuyen
for the express purpose of afending
MITET, on the condition that he major in
Eﬂgnilh'é Schences OfF l'm.urna:urglcal
Studies,

To Hestaby, | leave the encryption ey to
my private datastore on board the Zurich
Cirbital Habitat, Use the knowledge you
fing there well, as | know that you wil,

To  Lecnard  Aurellus  of  Ares
Macrotechnology, | leave the black king
of my antigue chess set. May you prove
A worthy opponent.

To the Randall Grant Memorial
Scholarship Fund, | leave | million nuyen
to furthers the education of worthy but
fimanclally deprived applicants with mag-
ical potential,

To Inaze Anekl of Renraku. | leave the
Seal of the Green Gloves, which will per-
Pl yosd Or your progy 0o enter Tibes, Use
wour time there as you will, but do not
abuse the privilege or you will suffer for
wour misdeeds,

NUNMNHELZAHN S SECHRETS m

T Bob Carding, | leave a small token of
ry esteern, 1o be distibuted by the
Diraco Foundation.

Te james Telestrian I, 1 leave the
Cainsborough odginal and Shakespeane's
“The Tempest,” Second Folio edition,
fraamy iy Colbpothon as prood that all beau-
ty in the warkd] has one true source, bt
rmany owthes of expression,

T Gisclda Harby. | leave my house in
Plyer's Flat, together with all its defenses,

T Jane Foster, | leave you the dragon ring
that wou wear, a small token from an old
WP, as well as my everlasting respect,
You are indesd worthy of your heritage
and | hope that wou ane proaf of what &
o cowmes for ws.

T the first ghoul community 1o be legal-
Iy recognized by the United Mations, |
leave 2 omillion nuyen. 1o lurther under-
standing and tolerance of ghouls as a
race and allows therm 1 live in peace with
ather metahumans,

T [0 Taglar, | keave the Tradeus. Mansal—
il you can find i Stan in Canal Park.

Tar the Tokyo Shoe nightclub In Searmle, |
leawe my comiplete Rrt-printing oollec-
tion of Godjira and redated films, Long

may ywour club raar.

To Hualpa, who has already achéeved so
rech, | leave the Elemental Scrolls of
Ak'le’ar. Though they are nol owr work,
thieae Is much wisdom to be learned from
thesm. May your continued efforts to pro-
tesct what others would destroy be suc-
ceselyl,

T Tam Tien Incorposated, | leave 50 mil-
lion nuyen and all data relating to roy
experiments with direct cerebral series
linkage.
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Tor Jerermy Goldsmith, | leave the recipe
o Ms. Grundland's Peanur  Butrer
Cookies, as well a3 related trademarks

aned copyrights, | hope you enjoy them as
much as | did,

T Lawra RedFeather, location unknown. |
bequeath one SOTA  Firelighe. 1 also
assign | million nuyen 1o hire personmnel,
preferably from D Team, to defiver the
Firelight to her if she has not surfaced o
claimi her inhertance before one month

has passed,

To Janet Chee, | beave my property near
D=l s Hat, on the conditian that the hills
amrd  canyons  remaln undeveloped,
Should any development take place on
these lands, the property will immediate-
Iy revent o dhe Live Mation lor purposes of
i:-sl;a[ﬂli_:hlns A mational park.

To Matthew Taylor, | leave my vintage
2017 Thundebind Turbo Coupe. May it
amuse you as much as it did me.

To Lionel Ceorge Astorn, | leawe the
Maltese Falcon. in gratitude for having
intrecfuced me to the im of the same
narme, | also keave 30000 nuyen for the
Friends of Film Mair—| hope pour vid-to-
sirchip transfer progect goes well,

Te Mies Lanler, head of Fuchi Internal
Security. | leave 4 million shares of stock
in Renraky Comporation, plus the board
seat to which said shares entitle him.

To the firs party o develop an efficient
and effectve Matrix connection for dol-
phirs., elephants and/or sanyrs, and drag:
ons, | beawe the scoess codes o Bour
Lumich-Cirbital accounts and a personal
wisit from Lofedyr.

To Lofeyr, | leave the [ewel of Memory
and a bit of ahdce: consider your waorks
and the possibility that, in the epes of the
Universe, you are no more or ks than
any af the Earth's creatures. | irled it, and
it weorks wonders,

To Toshi Akimura, | leave my propemy in
the French Quarter of Mew Odeans and
access to the trust fund | have established
in his name,

To Manadyne Corporation, | leave the
sur of B millicn nuyen to furher thelr
magical resmarch in accordance with our
standing agresment,

To Kara Lazear, | leave 160,000 nuyen
and the deed e 1428 Elm Streer
Phoenix, Mueblo Corporate Council.

T Miall O"Connor: | salube wour desation
1o spreading the truth and so | leave you
the Ring of Truth. Moy it ghee you the
voice of prophecy like the bards of old

T the first pary to determing what les
behind the door af reom SBTE of the
Artechnology Pyramid In Tenochtitlin
and file a report of their findings on
Shadowland, | keave 5 milllion nuyen ar
medical care for the remainder of their
matwral |ife, whichever seems most

appropriate.

To Lung. | leave the Second Coin of Luck
in hopes that he might benefit from the
long wiew as | have

To Karl Kochwar, | beave the Coodman
Theatre chain. May your designs grow

CwET larger,

To Padraic Byrne at the LUnbeersity of
Caleay, 130,000 nuven and apologkes
for the broken picture windoe.

To Mauresn Williarms, | leave the st
fund at Silicon Walley WVirtual Bank,
account 0456 967 0145 BGIZ0. for the
purpose of establishing a free school in
Oirklame,

Tor Jarries Meiers, I leave a small token of
my esteem, o be distributed by the
Draco Foundation,

In order 1o promobe harmony amang the
races, | authorize the Draco Foundation to
establish and administer erdowments for
schools that have SJ.IEEEEEvaI"}' created a
miultiracial learning environment in the
st disadvantaged neighborhoods in
the following cites: Seattle, Pew York,
Atdanta. Derveer, Dallas/fort Worth, Mew
Orleans, amd Milwaioss.

To Rebel Enterprise Incesirments, | leave
thi sum af 20 millkon nuyen for their con-
einued imeestrment and growth,

T Mealla Del Marco, | grant the custody
of Morgan Leroy Hall until he reaches. his
magority at the age of elghteen, on the
comndition that he B o be raised and
schosted in the United Canadian
Amercan States, IF this condition canmol
e meet. his custody shall return to Kara
Lazear | trust that you will care for him in
a fieting manrer, and perhaps you shall in
resturn Eet the Son you desepaee

To Margan Lergy Hall, on the occasion of
hits rc;n;hlng his majority at eightesn years
of age on pure 28, 2071, | leave all stocks
in my Florence portfolio. Until this time, no
rransactions may fake place involving
these stocks. Any wotes o which these
shares ane entitled shall be undertaken by
Morgan's legal guardian. | also eave |
rmillicn mugen in a frust fund to be man-
aged by his legal guardian for his Care and
schooling until his tewenity-first  birthcany,
the rermainder ol which will ransfer o
Morgan Hall on his teeenty-first birthday.

To the first party to determine what the
atcompamying photos of Mars, taken by
MASA  just prior o the Ares
Macrotechnology buyout, represent and
whea can prove their theory o the Dyaco
Foundation, | leave | percent interest in
B,

To Meynt-Zal Industries, | leawe all rights
of ownership, funds and stack in Frodeus
Subsystems on the condition that Adam
Coines i granted the positon of Co-
President Chief Executive Officer.

Eg DUMHELEAHN S SECHET S
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Tor the First party b0 sucoessfully explain
the existence, abilities and ofigin of the
children of the Marris, known as the
otakw, | leave 5 million nuyen for contin-
wed research inte the relationship
betwesn mind and machine.

To Ms. Leslie Lockiart, | leave S800,000
nuyen 1o e usied for her care and school-
ing, plus copies of all of her mother's
=ims

To Phoenix Biotechnologies, 20 million
nuyen for use In your reseanch inbo the
behavioral differences between maes
and lemales,

Ta Muirice. | leave free reign o the area
of astral and physical space within one
kitometer of the copse of snnted ever-
greens on my Prince Edward  |sland
estate.

To Abraxas Industries, | leave the sum of
100 million Auyen lor their continuesd
nvestment and growsh,

To Mine Lives, whom | last saw in the
Lucky Sirike Tavern an the cufskins of
Tacoma, | leave 100000 nuyen. Here's
hoping wou'll put this @ift 1o beter use
rhan my last one. (You simply rmusr learn
not 1o e 3o canebess, )

Tir Londa Cannon of Cihéo, | leave miy per-
sonally autographed picture af Elvis
onboargd the mothership, | hope she
draws the same inspiration (and conchu-
sions) as |

T the first party to develop successful
communication between metshumanity
and dolphins. elephants and/or satyrs. |
leanve A0 maillian nuyen and hisfher/their
choice of ary of the Cayman lslands.

To Richard Villiers of Fuchi Corporation. |
leawe iy shares in Fuchl Corp fior him o

do with as he pleases,

To Periarmacgr, | beave the rermainder of iy

music codlection, | have a great deal of
appreciation for anyone who prefers (o
heard beauty and ar, for they are the
greatest treasures we have,

To Mlina Graff-Belait or her aldest living
descendant, | lease the promissory notes
for sums owed to VisionQuest By various
wholly-owned  subsidiaries of Saeder-

Kmupp.

To Richard Edmond “Red” Thompson, |
leave the titbe to the customized GV
Riverine Delta Devil: the craft is already in
his possession.

To Bradley Beavers, || leave a small ioken
aof my esteern, 1o be distibuted by the
Draco Foundation.

Tao the first party to create a cune for any
al the current strains of flu, especially the
rare and deadly Diagon Bu. | eave half
my stock In the Forr Howard Bristol-
Miyers Squibly Conporation.

To Reliable maging. | bequeath 300000
nuyen 1o resume funding of the multi-

phased simrig project.

Te Lwtien Cross of Cross Applied
't:thl‘rljh:l-sl.ﬂ. | leave the undiSooaeEfed
cla Vined entitled "Seraphim,”

To Seattle-based rides staton KSAF, 4
million nuyen to be wsed expressly for
the purpose af hiring freelancers, 12 mil-
lign nuyen o be wsed for the purpese of
increasing security. ard 10 million nuyen
to b used as & slush lund. These monies
must be used before Mew Year's Ewve,
2059 or the remainder shall rewert T my
estate, Also, the contents of the book-
shehes in my bedroom at my home in
Maire, along with instructions on the
caoder in which they should be read.

Ter the first party 10 successfully invent an
artifickal mechanism capable of producing
and sustaining a magical effect with no
assistance from a living magiclan or spir-
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it, | leave 8 million nuyen for additional
rescarch into the fusion of magic and
technology.

Ta Sharon Chiang-Wu, | leave the Third
Ciln of Luck.

IF the owners of the bas reliel soulprures
cormmionly known as “Pre-Bronze Age
Conee Reliefs 1-127 will bring these pleces
o the Museum of Modern &g, the our-
rent assistand curator of the sculpture col-
lection will prowve that these fwelve
pieces can e assembled nto a single
waork, I oreturn, the owners will eceive
an equal share of all proceeds from the
sale of my first and only atternpt at free-
form sculpture. (| must admit | was wery
disappointed in the result of this foray
into an unfarniliar art farm, and I'm afraid
| kst my temper and smashed it Imagine
iy surpise at fAnding the pieces baing
regarcded as art!]

To Rhonabwy, [ leave the Silver Songibind,
A poor reflection of that most beautiful of
voloes, but still a least for the apprecla-
tive ear,

To Siema Incorporated, | bequeath my
17.300 acres of land In Morthern
California, to be used as a reserve for
indigenous wildlife, Mo development
may take place on these lands, and no
creatures may e removed from them
under any dreumstances withour their
express permission,

T Tamara Gordon, | leave my collection
of ' Cothic romances. May she find them
inspirational

T the government of Amazonia, | leave
the Pale Orchid and the Ashes of the
Great Tree, Use them to help protect the
wodld frem isell, but do not forget the
lessons of the past or assurme that your
wiscdom is greater than Mature's.

Te Sophie Yarborough, | leave the Hope
diamond. Please forgive me for never
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giving woal the ring | promised, but cir-
cumstances conspined against us. Do not
fear the supposed curse this Stone canmies.
for what we shared s strong enough o
oeercome the accumulated years of fear
and greed Wnpressed wpon this precious
bauble. You swere ofen in my thoughrs
ared dreams.

Tir the first party oo fully explain the basis
for magical ability in oo saplens and
provice documented research of their dis-
coveries, | beave 10 million nuyen, o fur
ther the world's understanding  and
acheancermient of Rumanity's magecal capa-
bilities in genernal.

To Siera Incorporated, | beave 2 mmillion
nuyen io gid them in protecing the envi-
ronment from explodtation.

Tex thee first party to spend 24 hours In
Glamis Castle dusing a full moon, | leawe
the castle, its furnishings and the grounds
histarically assoclated with it “Good
things of day begin to droop and
drowse fwhile night's black agents fo
their preys. do nowse,”

To Theodore Winslow of Lone Star
Security Services, | leave an antique sher-
IfFs badge worn by Wyair Earp, a
rerpinder that this s not the shoot-out at
the QK Corral.

To the Atlantean Feundaton, | leave 5
rllion nuen o further their seanch hor
the truth. | also beave the fingerbone of St
Dainstan (the real onel, a3 a4 rerminder that
muth is not always easy o separate from
fiction

Tes thee first party to capture and SUCOESSs-
fully breed Ecwadorean honey ants, |
learve B million nupen lor the expansion
af the breeding program

To Siveryl. | leave ry privivte can opene
pragram, Tou know where to find I0on the
Marria, ardd the IC has been prograrmimed
ta accept your IDin the event of my death.

Hawe fun. | am so wery glad | won't be
here to see what you do with i,

Ta the Aztechnokogy conporation. | leave
the Sewton of Worlds, with the provision
that the corporation and the government
of Artlan ban the practice of blood magic
in territores wnder thedr jurisdiction with-
in a year of my death and submit o an
cutside nwvestigation to verify this ban,
the imvestigater 1o be designated by and
answerable to the Draco Foundatian.

To the bearer of SIN ST2G-BUGY-FROE:
prisent yourself i the Draco Foundation
an any Wednesday between 10:00 and
10:15 am., and the Foundation will grant
yiou one wish. This offer stands good for
ane yeal from the day of my death. |
bedieve the saying s, be careful what you

wish for—ypou may well get it.

To Lugh Surchand, | leave the Tord ol
Fhiannon. May you wear it in good health
amed your land prosper thereby.

To the first party to find moy Bair in the
Cauwcasus Mountains, | leave its con-
tents. including clues to the location of
two other lairs, In the thirg lair, you will
find & plain brown scroll case. Return the
case to the Draco Foundation unopened,
and you will receive my lucky preces
Fesat. May it being wou all the good for-
rune it brought me.

Te the cument head houngan of the
Cariblean League, | leave one years
woorth of talon dippings.

To the Daughters of the Circle, | leave the
Omyx Unicorn n the hope that they will
find its true cwmner. IF they fall o do so
within a year of my death, canership
resverts 1o the Dracoe Foundation.

To Hally Baighton, rmy dear friend and
one of the most exceptional humans It
has been my pleasure fo know, | leave
cwnership of Lake Loulse and the
VisionDuest Virual Theme MPask and its

subsidiary companbes and suppon ser-
vices. It Is my wish that she continue to
reside there as she has done these past

WEATS.

T David Dodlinger. | beave a small token
of my esteem, o be distibuted by the
Dvaco Foundation.

Tor the elushve TH, whom | know exists, |
beave |0 millkon nuyen on the condition
that she come in from Ee shadows and
repot (o the UCAS government for best-
ingg, ancl training. | give her fll assurances
that she will not be harmed. | further
authorize my execulor 1o grant this same
SUET 0D amy persan of group of people
who find TX and bring her altve and
urdarnaged, to any LICAS military installa-
ton. | authorize an additional 10 million
niuyien for the hinng of qualified individuals
to mscort her safiely home and, IF neces-
sary, o awvenge any mistreatment of her
with extreme prejudice

Ta the first cormpany te create edible syn-
thetlc fAesh for ghouls, | leave & million
nuyen with which m develop a complete
and diverse product line.

To Melody Tyger. | leave the sum of 10
millkan nuyen to complete and fund the
performance al ber “Fearful Syrmmetry”
wodld towr, Your wonds fing tree, making
them most worthy o be heard. Let no
one sllence you,

To the first party to determine what lles
behind the door of room 1835 in the
Renraku Arcology in Seattle and nepon
their findings to the Draco Foundation, |
leave 5 million nuyen.

To |awwad Makhan, | keave 3 million
nuyen for the express purpose of contin-
uing his research on the effects of mana
on latent autosomes, on the oondition
that he publichy release his fndings.

] DUNHELZAHNN S SECHETS
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Tox the first party 10 develop a magic inem
that can be wsed by a mundane, | leave
the medium-sized chunk of enchalourmn |
keep in my sock drawer at Lake Louise,

T Carras Communications | bequeath |
million nuyen for marketing (15 products.

To Roben Page. | leave my copy of an
ancient fext that proves ehves are not e
only race i possess a unbque language.
Take pride in your heftage and continue
o promote the dghts of vour people, o
the orks have ahways fought to rise above
thi position in which others would keep
them. May this doCument aikd your sinig-
gle up from below,

T the first party to establish a self-sustain-
g community of no fewer than 100 per-
sons on the oosan Boor, | leave 5 million
MATVET,

To jenna Mi'Fairra, | leave the Book of
Leaves, Those who do not kearn from his-
tory are doomed to repear i, according
to huemans. IF that is tree, and it seems
likely, then perhaps it s time we all
learmed.

T the Massachusens Institute  of
Technology and Thaumaturgy., | leave all

baoks copyrighted before 1960 from my
Mew York library.

To the first party to revitalize amy three
species of flora or fauna currenthy near
extinction amd successfully return therm
o thieir nathee snvironment, or sUCcess.-
fully adapt those species to 4 new envi-
ronment. | leaee 30 million nuyen and
funcs for fumher research (o be provided
by the Draco Foundation.

Tor Maria Mercurial, | leave my collection
of wintage jazz and blues albums. Moy
they bring wou as much enpoyrment as
wour music has always brought me.

To Wu Lung-Wel, | lzave the |ade Dragon
of Wind and Fire.

T the frst party who successfully culti-
wales the Brazilian kiwi outsice its nathee
environment, | beave 10 million nuyen
and funds for further research to be pro-
wided by the Draca Foundatian.

To the government o the United
Canadian and Amercan States, | leave
the Tapestry of Fate, t© hang in the home
of the President as a remimder of Fabe's
power 1o change our lives,

To the Cunderson Conporation of Miamd, |
leave o the present CEO all aof my pre-
ferred stock In the company to be dis-
posed of as he or she wishes, with the
condition that the work continues with-
out pause per our verbal agrearment of 17
July 2056, And | add rmy personal wish of
good luck.

To the first party o discover whar lies
behind the door of room 439 of the
Saeder-Krupp offices in Berlin and repart
their Hnrlhn.gf. to Lohangr, | leawve the Ao

af Red Dragen Slaying.

T Craig Sanchez. | leave a small token of
my estesm, to be distibuted by the
Dvaco Foundation,

For a perod of ten days beginning on 14
February 2057, Lars |. Matthews will cease
I3 [HOSSESS ANy Iw:-g.al shvius, He will be
stripped of all evidence of legal existence,
inclucling 51N, credssicks, DocWagon con-
tract, bank acoounts and so on. To the indl-
wvidual ar group who ends Lars |
Matthews' physical existence during those
ten days, | leave all of Matthews’ assers
and 1 million msven for a ok well done, IF
Mr. Matthews swretves and can prove his
idhentity, his legal ssams and all posses-
sions will be restored 1o him. Haven't you
hizard ¥ Meser deal with a dragon, Lars.

To the joseph Campbell Mythology
Society | heawe S00,000 nuyen to contin-
L h.-l::mng thie werk and dreams ol
Professor Campbell allve,
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To the most direct descendent of either
Howeard Carter or George Herbert, Fifth
Earl of Carnarvon, whichever shows up
first, I leave the nose of the Great Sphinx
of Glza,

To the Mountain Dragons Urban Brawl
team, | keave ownenship of the franchise
to the team members and their manager,
to be divided equally amang them, You
have comsistently amazed me with wour
spirit and tenacity

Ty the first panty o sucoessfully grow cac-
tus on the ocean floor and ol AN AT
of wheart In low arbit, 1 leave 200 million

Py,

Tox Terri Ann Riberio. | leave ownership of
vid-station KIHM in Los Angedes. CF5
and all of my steck in Megabledia,
Brilliant Crere=sis Studios amcl
Amalgamated Studkos, | further leave an
adiditional 30 million nuyen o M.
Riberio for the production of a flm biog-
raphy of my modern life and times. Terri,
you have always been a speaker of the
truth as well a3 a crafter of dreams and |
hiope that you will continue 1o do both in
the fubure.

Ta the Mew Wine Fellowship. | beave the
lands and buildings of Crusader Chureh.

To the cwner of the sky-blue Chrysler-
Missan |ackrabbit that was crushed by a
falling chunk of plascrete on Dctober 26,
2045, | leave oy 1906412 candy-apple
redl Ford Aassang convenible. Somy for
the inconvenience==| had an itch that |
couldn’t reach and caught the cormer of
thi I;u.lllqilns with my claw.

T the MetaErgonemic Division of
Yamatetsu. | leave Mountain King
Enginesring, that both may benefic from
the effects of serendipity.

To the Pairlarch of the Russian Orthoadox
Chureh. | leave the gold-fligree-and-
enamel box cantaining Rasputin's hean
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Ta the people of the LICAS, | leave Prinoe
Ecward Island and my estate thereon,
including the necessary monies o main-
N My estate in perpetulny as a public
park. Crwniership of the island will revert
t its pesldents.

To Zor Entertainrment. | leave 3 million
nuyen for expansion of its recording sou-
dios and marketing of its labels,

To the Prowvisonal Covernment of the
Yucatan. | leave 3 million nuyen and the
R that they will suoceed in thedr strug-
gle for freedom,

To Xemes Posithee Besearch Tank, specif-
ically Its Mendocino Laboratory, 1 leave
Meptune's Met

To Keiiha of the Lake Louise centaurs, |
leawe the meadows and forests in which
your people live, Take care of them, old
friend.

Tor the Shadowlanc Mexus, | leave owner-
ship ared control of certain Matrix LTS
sites, the locations and passcodes and
tithes, of which hawve already been trans-
métted to you under my electronic signa-
bure, You have Indesd “taken all knowd-
ecige to be your province,” and the word
has profited greatly thereby, Lse these
rescurces wisely, that It many continue to
do 5.

To e Sisterbood of Ariadne. | eave ome
year's worth of talon clippings.

To Aresth, whio | know has no use for
things of this workd, | leave the hope that
your efons will be successhil. You will
have the complete cooperation of the
Draco Foundation when it is nesded for
woar work.,

To the University of Cheyenne. | leaae
100,000 nuyen and a detailed map of the
archaeological site near the town of
Oiraibi, Excavabe with care,

To Thormas Molan, | lesee my horme out-
side of Yancouwer and the land sumound-
ing it. | believe wou will frd the [Fprary
well-storked and the security adegquate.

To Alna, my dear friend who has suffesed
o, | begwe the most impantant thing that
| have to offer: hope. Hope for change.
hope for life and hope for beauty, 16 is a
rare quality in this day and age and per-
haps the most valuable thing that | have
i offer. 1| urge you o join the Dracc
Foundarion and o take a small step
ponasard re-joining the world. Hope need
no longer be an endangered species.

Ta  |an  Petersen of  Saeder-Koupp
Aerospace, | leave promissary notes for
surns owed to me pesonally by the Vice
President of Ressha Corporation. a
Shiawase subsidiary.

To Oliver McChere ol Quebdc City, | leave
my voting stock in Artechnology and the
board seat to which that entitles you. 1
was refreshing 1o find such a theroughly
horest man making an adequate living in
these tirmes that make such a thing so dif-
ficult, | hope that you will prove to be a
good ifluence on the board, and per-
naps remind them of the surpassing
brightness of the metahuman soul

To Sirrurg, the Destroyer: though we
have never understood one anather, |
respect wour conviction. Because | know
wou value nething else of mine, | leae
yoid with my respect and that asone.

| leave Gavilan Wentures to Madja Daviar
andl appaint her acting head of that cor-
poration, | also leave 1o my dear friend a
sealed ermelope containing the detalls of
my seven-year plan bor this asset.

To Archur Yogel. | leave my seat on the
board of Ares Macrotechnology, Read
eveny report fo owhich you are entithed,
and judge the effects of the corporation’s
acticns with an open mind. | believe you
will see the undamental error of the OxEC

g -

way. Carry on the good light—this time

In earmnest,

To Chenn Dudley, | leave a small token of
my esteem, fo be dismbuted by the
Drace Foundaton,

To Lady Branc Deigh, | leave a set of
anthque path cands, May they heldp to illu-
minate your wisdom in the days ahead
andl place you in touch with the past you
haold so dear,

To Toshire Mistubama of Mistuhama
Comperter Technologies, | leave an anoes-
tral katana forged by the master sword-
smith Masamunie, May its quality reming
you of the value of ant and beauty cou-
pled with the qualities of honor, courage

and Ioyalty,

To the Upper Sandusky Magicians
Society, | leave 25 million nuyen o fulfill
thie follonwing request according 1o the
imstructions  prondided here, The Deaco
Foundation will provide to USMS a list of
oy fiwe Baworite ally spirits, ane at a tme,
and a list of five individuals. The Society
must summon each of these spirfs and
command it to perform a specific task, as
defined below. To protect the rghts of
the spirits, the summoning magician
mast agres (o submit to a dose of leés, o
be administered by & representative from
the Drace Foundation immediately fol-
lowing the summoning, At the end of its
sepvice, the ally spirt will be allowed to
go free,

an alty spiit will Inhabit the cat
owned by Maude Greider 1of one year, a
period of time that represents Ms
Creider's cument life expectancy. The
spinit will provide companionship o Ms
Greider, who already believes the cat
talkes to her. This arrangement will simply
ke her bellef come true. May your final
days be peaceiul, Maude—you desenae a
litthe pedce.

An ally spirle will use its acckdent
power against Tara Bills three times a
week lof a perod of one year, |F she sur-
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wives, perhaps she will bearn compassion
for those in the ambulances she i 50 fond
af chasing, And don't wory, you'll make
new  friends after a few years have
passed,

An ally spiit will use s bnding
power o prevent Howard Folkner from
walking away lrorm his wife, his mather-
In=kanwy, his employess and all othes
whose apinions and advice e has been
igroring for wears. Learn homility,
Howie—your track record for making
effective decisions on your own &0t 50
great. There ane cemain things you nead
to accompdish in this like, and you're
olwiously not going o do them on wour
owmn. Learn to take advantage of wour
AESE05,

An ally spirit saill use jis allenation
power on S Dot Mieyerhoff for a peri-
od of Seven wesks.

An ally spirit will maintain a constant
telepathic link with Stefan Rubloff for a
wear and a day. The spirt will provide any
andd all assistance allovweed by this power
and required by Mr. Rubloff during this
tieve; 0 addition. the spirt will proide
an update every 20 minutes of its cument
position and the events and people
under its observation. “For every acton,
there is an equal and opposite reaction.”

Ta Enrico Hernandez, | leave the pictures
in my safe deposit box at the Glendale
branch of Angeles Fidelity Bank.

To the first panty to track down the
Russlan orown jewels, | leave that trea-
sure axcept for the scepter and orown,
whikch the Draco Fowndation will return o
the descendants of 15 original oaners,
According to my research, the jewels
were smugEhed rom the Countny inske a
spinet piano, ane of nine belonging to
the royal palace. The jewels were not in
the four spineds that | Rave acquired.
There arg three maore that | have been
unable eo track down., and Dao ourrently
in the possession of private collectons.

To the gypsies of northern Calilomia, | ask
that they appear at Shasta Dam on 21
[une 2058, at which time Hestaby will
disiribute owmership rights o land from
my Califarnia holdings on which they
may permanently settle.

To Abigall Ceccion, | bequeath one dozen
red roses from the Mew Dealand horicul-
tural complex to be hand delivered (o her
residence each week for the rest of her
natural life. Maybe now. you damn
sharnan, you will believe that | never for-
et a promise. Or a debst. Though how you
procduced that fourth ace without the aid
of major magie B completely beyand iy
understanding of the game.

To the People's LUnivemsity of the
California Free Stae. | leave the access
code to a Matrx location | think you will
find quite useful. My sincere best wishes
for your continued existence and Swooess.

To Lawrence Edward Geafton, | Eave a
stipend of 50,000 nuyen annwally for as
long as he stays chaste |Caad luck.|

To the parties the DOraco Fowndation
agrees have achleved breakthroughs in
the inventions NeCessany [ sucessiul
deep-space living and fravel, 1 leave 50
million  muyen each for continuing
research.

To Art Dankwalther, | leave the sum aof
34,586,224, 730.58 in UCAS dollars.
According to my calouwlations  and
accounting for coreersion of the original
currency, inflation, and | pencent inbeness
per annum, this settles my debt fo your
ancestor for the gold piece he kindly lent
mie for the last meal we shared.

Tor |osey Anne Miller, | leave the antidobe
labeded DDEZ, currently stored in o
office refrigerator al Gavilan Venfures,
You'l know wiven to wse it

Beginning in February of 2058, the Draco
Foundation will sponsor tao annual com-
petitions for the purpose ol advancing
the frontiers of knowledge, with an
emphasis on practical applications. These
competitons will be open to the public,
with no entrance fee and no formal qual-
ifications required. Winners will receive a
patent established in their name by the
Draco Foundation, and additional
resources for development If applicable,

The first competition (time and date
to be announced) will judge magical
Innowvations, incuding but not limited b
auech categories as Spell Design, Magical
Theory, Magical Objects and Asiral
Explaration, The second competition will
judge technological innovations., Inchud-
im@ but not imited to such categories as
Rigger Technalogy, Space Technology.
Marrix Technology, Medical Technology
and Cybernetics. This competition will
take place r;;u.lﬁhl'_.,l slx meonths after the
first competition.

Ta Bradley Smith, | leave a small token of
iy esteem, o be distibuted by the
Draca Feundation,

To Viad Curcio. | leave my open-ended
pass b0 Virtual World Dismey. 'm glad we
burmped inte each other there last Fall,
and | hope you've recovered Inom the
broken collar bome. “H's a small seorkd,
after adl.”

To REyanthusar | leave my hearm, which
wou will find at miy Lake Loulse residence.

T the kast Knight of the Crging Spire, |
leaye the suit of armor waorm by Bchard
the Lion-hearted on his Crussade, becaiise
it's up 1o You io lead the next one, | also
beave you the Sword Excalibur—aunboriu-
nately, | can’'t seem o find Bt at the
moment. To whomever finds Excalibur,
delbver it to the Draco Foundation for a
rewargd and title, The Draco Foundation
welll prompthy turn the Sword aver to you,
iy kndght,
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FALLOUT

woy, chummess. Ihis & the place for you ta post all your speculotion. inside dit and assonad
pabble aoout the will ond whotever dust seems to be seffling Trom fhe assassinafan,
Durkakohn’s been deod about two weeks now, and o8 far o8 we'te concermed, inferast s
hosr't pecked. We'll be foliowing anything and evendhing connecied with Dunkelahn’s
gecth, the will, e Drace Foundation, ond even Hostines and the UCAS govedsnirmant hor
srere i o come, 5o chesk in at this B35 betore you beeod aut rls the shaoows, and repar
oclk hang with your findings. Dan't think of # as giving dwdy something for nothing, think of it o5 o
sivanesd okan for servival Hey, i we don’t Belp each othar out, whe will? To start things off, I've pashad
some informetion thet a few inskders ond axpa s sent rmy wory. If anyone hos anything mone, send i on
aves—wia 'l put i in i it iooks good.
0 Coptoin Chaos
Transmithad #2 August 2057 of 194439 (B3l
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WHO KILLED DUNKELZAHN?
BY DL INSIDER

The murder of President Dunkelzahn i one of the st
shocking political assassinations since the deaths of four major
world beaders. in the space of a few weeks back in 2006, The sud-
denmess of the dragon’s demise shocked the entire LICAS, All the
pensions that had been building in the nation since the failed ehec-
ton in 2056, tensions that might have been eased by the election
off & new president, exploded in violenoe. Minos fiaots broke our all
acnass the UCAS and almost led the LICAS government o declare
martial law. Fortunately, local authorites managed o get the sit-
wation under contrad |, for the moment, But the big question on
ewerpone’s mind remains: “Who did it?”

B Come an, 0T, @al a gpode a gpode. Anss ond Knight Ermont
sippressed most of tha riots al on their e Sune, kaeal aulhorities
helped slop iome mirdl Nore-ups n small fowrs and such, Bt
Ares and the miktary hondied things in the longest cifies. | saw it al
cuf | wes in Mibaaukes whan the Ares howencroft ond meldcopharns
coma fyin in ower Loke Mchigan like fhey weeie imeading
Maimandy Bock in Wiz

& Chaerheod

The circumstances surrcunding Dunkelzahn's death are not
entirety clear at this point, We do know that the President was
attending cne of many Inauguration parties thiown that night in
Deelee. Aside from that, though. the “espens” differ on what
happenasd, Some say be received a phone call, others sy e
Secret Service called him out, a few eyewimesses say he kooked
tired ancl ill. Whatewer the circumstances, wie know for a fact thar
hee excused hirmself, left the Grand Ballroom and made his way 10
his weaiting lirmouwsine, The lirmo drove off, but only got maybe fifty
yands away from the hotel before some kind of explosicn tooe it

apart. The Bast lji‘E-il'l'Itﬂ_l"aul'l!lj thiz limsousine and beft a E-'ll'.ﬂﬂﬂ
crater in the street where it happened. Trees and other nearlsy
obstructons were flatensd or blown 1o bits

LICAS Federal authorities cordomsd off the site immedianely
and calbed in the Anest forensic experts and imeestigative teams.
There was so little debris remaining at the Dast sive that analysis
wias difficult, According o all the information | have, no bodies
were remowved from the rublle of the blasy sive, though the entire
security team escorting the president bought it in vaiouws grisly
waiys, Also, a strange mass of scintillating light in all the colors of
thi raimbow has been hanging some twenby meters in the air
direcily aver the center of the crater ever since the rragedy, LICAS
rn.:lgu:.nl speclalists suspect it's some kind of astralfrmagical mani-
festation, but they can't say exactly what, Matber of fact, they can't
hazard an infelligent guess.

The LICAS govermment has affickally turmed the investigation
over to the FBL The list of potential suspects s exiensive, 1o say
the beast. Among the major suspects are: VP turned-Mresident
Kyle Haeffner (he was swaorn in immediately). Vice-President-in
waiting Madja Davlar, all of Dunkelzahn's political rivals, unspedi-
fied “hostile foreign powers,” and radical termenst organizations
zuch as Alamos 20,000 or Human Mation,

8 In otheer wonds, nobody bhos o clue who did 5 and i§ could hove
e froggin’ amgone. 30 what alsa s niaw?
8 Cynic

Kyle Haeffrer cerfainty had motive, Dunkelzahn s death
made him Presicdent of the UCAS, Haeffner was aftending anoth-
er Inaugural party across town when the explosion eocurred, and
his wihereabouts are well documenied for several days before the
dragon's death. 5o it's possible, but unlikely, that Haeffer
arfar@ed for the assassination. Immediately after it happened.
Haeffner called Chief Justice Richard Scodt and asked him to form
& cammission to imeestigate the death of the President. The Scott
Commission will be modeled on the Warren Commission that
imvestigated the death of President Kennedy back in 1964, My
Fuess is their first witness will be Haeffrer: he can't effectbvely
bead the govermment wunless they give him the once-over and for-
mally clear him of wrengdoing.

& Being somewhane alie af the time sn't an glibi. Hoeffner didn’
rowe bo do the deed himsel—Re would Rade hifsd somsors alsa
T o e dnagons., e hod any Breoing

B Dvogonly ’

Madja Daviar, Dunkeleahn's ranslator and personal assistant
fo thie past elghteen years, |5 Suspect Mumibser Twad in msost pec-
ple’s minds. Daviar probably knew the dragon’s mind as well as
anyone, and she got major bennies from his death—Haeffner has
nominated her as his Vice Preskdent, plus she's the sxecutor of
Dunkeizahn's considerable estate. On the other kand. we're talk
ing about somebody being cold-blooded enough to murder a
chose personal fiend of nearly twi decades’ standing ... and devvi-
oS encugh 1o keep a smant being like Dunkelzahn from sniffing It
out. 5o Daviar's certainly possible—but likely? The jury’s seill owt,
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im vy epinion, I'd guess she's second on the list 1o be intendewed
by the Soott Commission. Congress will definitely not approsve her
for the VI slor unless the Commission gives ber a clean bill of
health. If they do, she's a shoo-in,

8 My money's on Dovior boving offed him. Look of whaol she
aired cut of H She want from Bsing a miner-leogue celebtty dd-
ire] on e deagon’s coathals o one of the most powerful women
iy tha workd: WP of the LCAS and directos of e mutli-bilion nuyen
Drace Foundalion. She and Hoeffres ware probobly in it fogethe
er— gaEts i Top 500t mokes hes WP and They spit the money
Cidest rnicthee in the bk,

& Hoargfire

@ | dunno. Thot st doasn'f shike me s Davior's shybe. | dea’t hawe
anythimg 1o Dock it up others than a gut feeing, but | don't think
ahe ol it | gert thee mprassion thot Dovior wos complataly loyal ba
the old wiyrm ond genuinely shocked ower bis dgatin, In foct. | sus-
pect she might be inoo (it over hee heod dealing with all af her
rerw rasponsbiifies,

B Pantacod)

O of Dunkelzahn's political rivals might have engineened
his assassination, though killing him wouldn't net therm any polit-
ial gain. The LCAS Constitution states exactly whao will replace an
incapacitated or dead President, and it Bn't anyone else nanning
for affice. If any of Dunkelzahn's rivals had wanted to kil him for
gain, they would have done it on the campaign trail like some.
body did to Ceneral Yeats. However, one of the dval candidates
might henee killed him out of spite o n A desperate effornt to affect
the political Clirmate af the UCAS. (Can't win with the balkat, then
iry the bullet . tactics beloved of political extrermists every-
wehiere, )

0 Brockhoven's the one. He's fraggin’ HUMAKE, ond avargone
knoes the Humonis Policiub was faoming ot the moutih abaut a
non-rumon Decoming Precident. akamsad 206 Hurman Maticm, fha
Lrder or one af hose Mioa groups could hove puled it ol

@ Pablo

@ | agree. Everyors knows that Humonis hod a calecte seinrg
whan the draogon won. They prabably hod some dnd of contin-
gency plan in cperation for jusf such an evenhealty. Been i e
Doy didn’t Qat the 100 spod. fRey mighd Bave figued that hiowving
HoeMner o8 Pre: was e kessar of two evils. AT leost Pe's humean.
@ Sireat Knight

@ | dan't tnink Hurmanis did if, chummens. Creck aut the descrip
tions of the explosion that destroyed the Big D's Imo, What con-
venfianal eglashve produces o fofolly slent defonation? Smels
ke sancus moge o me. and Humornis hotes mogs amiost o
much = they hoale mefchumons Big juju points fght fo Ros
Harnonoes and har moge cronies. Some big-time ritug mogic
Coukd have Desn whal kiled fthe drogon

D Swilcbock

& 4 '.--.
i rjfﬂ L

© BIZIITT I'm sa samy, thot was the wiong answer. But thank vou
tor playing. Fiesf off, Hurmanis kros rnogic and uses it (hy et priee
ciple dand in the woy of on affective weapon ogoingt the ~innu-
mn hordes™ ) Alomos 20K hos olso wed magc it ke pasd, so
don’t count am oul an that soome. The Swokened ore rno moie
frel of nacial prejudice thon anyone alie—who s mogickang
cant hate matahumans? Second, WERE TALEMG ABDUT A
GREAT DRAGON HERE! Do vou reciy think tat evess the Ilurmirches
ol the Mew Daven Could whil wup a dbual thaf Dunketzabn couldn't

herve sean coming o mile owoy ard Countansd?
B hassTick

B | think vl may De overeslimaring Dunkelzxabn's powar, M The
Inmer Crole of the IORHD s supposedly @ few hundrsdintictes. They
coidd e using Shost Dance-lewsl mogic far al we know, Imoging
e kind of power fhot could bury Los Alamos dirscted agairst
ong baing. Mo maotter how fough he or she might bes, nobody s
going 1o shneg thal off. Armpway, the lluminotes were probably
wearking with tha Tir Tolmgire ebees. Evendoody knows they'ra tight,
@ Crvorok

@ Besides. if a group ke IOMND doesn't howe enough mojo to do
the deed, who does?
8 DeaCealOl

& Cifher greal dragors. Wihat about Lobwyr, Hestolbny, yumga,
Lurg, Sknurg and Fhomabwy for sforfes? They hawe magica
Powar we can Doy comprahend. Mavtbe it was saome king of
fresaky dragan thing. Maybe one (or mons) of the big wyirna didn’
lika the idea of Dunkelzahn beirg Pres

8 Diogonsdonyer

The possibility that agents of a foreign power wene Dehing
the assassination is ome of the graver considerations under inves-
tigation. It is possible, though wnlikely, that foreign agents could
hawe planted some Kind of bomb to kill Dunkelzahn in an effort to
wizaken and destabilize the UCAS. Ironically, Dunkelzahn was one
of the less confroversial candidates in the eyes of many foreign
porwers—Dbut that certainly doesn't rule them ot

O Coulkd it have Deen the MANT Maybe thay fired up tre ol Shost
Deruce ageoin to make suns e LCAS stayed dosn lor the Saunt
O Ropid Fire

L
B Dot fhink 50, Fing. v gof too miany fieds in NAN taritony not
fa howe Peard af lecst something i the Tibal Council was sharing
up theie Cance ogoin, | wasnt therm. Or if it was, ey wene opar-
Ofing unokes some incredibly ight secuiby, IF5 possible. but | doukd
il. Actucily. fha MAN wera infigued by the Big T becoming Praz,
Ha mad no staie in e old US of A and wios ussed 1o theair inde-
pendance. Of al the condidates. he wos probably e fiencias
toreiand fha Mative Amencan Matian:.
B Walks-irn-Ehod o
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@ OK, whal abaul tre Tir? They'we gal Fhe majo and the technalk
oy o pull off somaathing like this. The explosdon could have been
g o cewmbirned with cormoantianal BTuf! tor axtra punch. Thay'va
aso got those spooky ahven commanoos—Iire Ghosts, | iRk
Ihey're colled—io do fhe deed. Mobody knows whot kind of
poesar they con cal on, Pus, evenyors knows thot elees ond dragr
o don’T et along. Maybe they didn'T wont Dunkeizahn as thair
naighboe?

0 Sk

@ Moybe, Sated. Guf all elves don't hote all dragors (or vice
versad), Some ahes don't pat cong with same dragor Tof a vork
ety of regecns, soime of wWihicih Nemon LnsroneTs Ehron and saver-
ol ot Tir Prirces fowght ke hedl ko keep Lugh Surehand from
I:Il:ll:l'l:l'l""'l'l"'g LoPayr 0 thie |'||ﬂ|'l counCil, but nobody med 1o casscassi-
razie thort chogon (of lecs!, mal thal armyone kerows o, rmonot soy-
ing the Tir (eithee cniel couldn't hove dore B=—tut i they did, | was
enbraty for poliical récsars afd ol Decauie of soms nonaxstant
al-dragon feud

® Andiee-kon

B Coulkd howe Béen Tir fa ﬂl'i:g i weel. bt Their melotions with the
UCAS hawe Deen stabla iataly, Thedr intenests just don't cross ouns
wary ofter Moybe they dicdn't lke the possiolifiss implict in o
dnagon becoming Fresident?

0 Liam

“Hostile foreign powers” just about has to inchede the possl-
bility of rregacomorate Interests at work. Any of the megacoapa-
rations certainly has the resources for an GEEraton of thils magni-
e, and none of them have shown any qualms so far about
messing with the politics of other nations as it sults their own
needs. Mo megacorporation has shown any special animasity
toward the dragon, but then, a good card player never gives away
what he's thinking,

a8 it's gat o be Soeder-Knpp. Lobesyr Couldn't stond e ideo of
aratiet diagon gafing as powsrtul or morn paweriul than R, $o
e amanged for tre b, 5K Ras some of the best kick arlists around
warking for fhem. ond Lofwyr wiould know al the Big D's wendk-
nessas irece ard out. He knows how  drogon thinks becowuss e
&a dragen. That geas him the edge.

0 Travor

@ Hold on a second, chummer—wiat obout Azbechnology®
Fememnber thot ceek from the Azllas uplcad? Dunkezohn wos
behind that, asd he mode it pretty cleor he wos nana foc fend of
trie Big &. I'd et the feeing is mududl. 'd deo bet Aztech didn't
ward & dragon o e n charge of the UCAS—too much cormpseti-
fiar. 5o ey tole the wyrm ouf, and send a claar messoga 1o ol
fhose alfwer mystery Quests who wane looking too ciosaly into
Aztian’s skalaton-filed closets bo bock off or sxpect o boste of e
saimiE,

B Pobdod@ rve. rinvoSam

8 Chummes, conps don't do drak like this for pecsona reatons. &
e acoip FaE ang mothaotion for s actions—ina almighty bod-
fom line, Why would o cap wanl 1e kil DunkeRokhn wien oll e
clregen ever talked obout in his compaign wos "growing the Dus
nas sachor” and more govammment ireestment in fechnclogical
devedcprmant ond educotion? Thoi's just tha kind of drek that the
corpangtions e farl
B Tre Keymesian Kig

“Graad 1% Sood”

B Durkeslzabhin wosn'l nessassoiy rﬂltﬂg cihoul growth for fhem
kid. Foce i, the mepacorponations hoee a cerlain poinf of dirmin-
ishiFg refums. Most of them ore busy running the Red Quesan's
Foce. “running and nunnicg just o shkay inplkace.” Aol of he nno-
wation Durkelonn wos foking obout meant supporfing e
grorth of smiclkir Companiss Mhal ane m—md-c«::-n'ing i thak wor-
icug fielch. The megocorporate dincsours don't like e idea of
sameane frgdng o ghee all the liftke marmmmals scumyiesg of freir teal
an evolutionary keg-up. That might aliow ore ar mdng of Thoase
comps to get a big encwgh hunk of the maket fo achualy threat-
an one of the megos, and that's @ mojor ne-ne. Thera's whese
your Bathorm lire comes in.

@ Thie Chromed Accountant

“I's ol ceul dolkan o serse”

Finally, let's kook at the possibility that a terrorist organization
might hawve been behind the explosion, 5o far, more than S00 ter-
rovist groups have come forward 1o clalm responsiblility for the
assassination, The government thinks mst or all of them are
insane idicts, but they've got to check them owt. Maybe a hand-
ful of groups—no more—have sufficient resources o have done
it. and pretty much all of them were opposed to Dunkelzabn's
becoming President of the UCAS. Oddly, none of those few
groups have claimed responsibility.

8 The big suspact has got fo be Alomas 20,000 They hod encugh
resources aimost beenty yeors ogo o pull off fhe destruction of the
Siacys Tower ond the Night of Rage .. jus! Frogineg wihat They <an do
ncvacckayes | woldkdn't put it past them to hove puled ths ore off,
8 Bung

& And, of courss, most so-caled Tlemcist ongonizoiions ot
v T kind of resources to manege somathing ke this are pug-
pats af fomign gn‘wurl"rﬂ&hﬁ af Cofporations anywoy

& Lone Zunman

B Lat's face f. this ain't kiling off 2 Prasidend in the nommal ssnsa
This sr't & pealty, “I'mAght. you' e o heafhean” Gno ol crsassinG-
tiom. You gom'T just pis off e UCAS By kiling Dunkedlzahn—you piss
off meatabumean all ceer fhe workd. o whoke mess af dragons, 54
ond possbly other megas, mogeas. shamen ... drek aven most of
e snit wand far all | knony, ‘Whosear cid s wil never be found
becousa If one side cossnt gat hirn, e | or tham, some el
giirgly el

@ Reality Crech

OUNHELZAHND S SECHRETS



TREASURE HUNT
BY MOLEMAN

Dunkelzahin's will poured millons upon milllens of meen inko
the hands of peopbe all over the place. Though it seunds cold, for
a kot of people the dragen’s death has been like winning the kot
tery several times over. But the truth B—and iU's predly scary
wihen wou think abowt it=all the stuff listed in Dunkelzabn's will
may only be the tip of the ceberg. |'ve been doing a lod of dig-
ging, and I"ve still ondy scratched the surface of the dragon’s hold-
ings. Dunkelzahn was rich beyond the dreams ol avarice. amd |
haven't been able to find a complete accounting of all his asseds
Affywhere. | doubt the UCASLS government of even Daviar knew
about ewerything the dragon had souirreded sway.

0 | dion'l b abowt that. 'd Bel the UCAS govsmment and
Dowior howe o good iden of the grogon s assets, Thay ra nat going
Ty bl arwthing sip recudh e fingens

2 Bean Countar

B Moyt o, buf thang's o guanantes Dunkabon toldd Hream
where evenything i The wyrm hod money stashed al over the
wioirld ang oened sult that nobod)y knesy sout unbl the will wos
e, B0 owlit's bO sy thede am't plenty mane ot thana?

0 Crgchord

0 Wiy didn’t the froggin® dragaon just peny off the UCAS nalicnal
0t ond De dona with iF7 If e wanted 1o do the countny saome

fgaad, ihot's whena he shoukd hove storted.

B Patiot@reri.com

8 Crummer, even Dunkslzohn gidn't howve that much money
Trough for wihal it's waorh. the BCAS probably did ged milions in
fooes from this sudden reditribution of Income {except for those
whio wend smart enough 1o shelfer fred inherifance moneay fght
chweTy, nafchl
& The Chromsed Accountant

115 call abenn dedlas o sense

FALLIOUT

The bulk of the money not specifically wilked by Dunkelzahn
to anodier parry 15 hedd inotrust by Madja Davdar and the Draco
Foundation, along with all the provisional money the dragon set
aside for whoever carrles out certalin goals menficned in the will
The Foundation’s holdings are easily in the billions of nuyen, and
even that may be a conservative esimale

Dunkelzahn's will indicates that he left plenty of stuff out
there, and it's first-come-frst-sensed to whoever finds it My
guess i that in addition to the things he's admitied 1o, he also has
“secret hoards” hidden in wvardous places all ower the world.
Fwrmors about just that are turming an arnazing nurmber af people
into obsessive “treasure hunters.” They believe they can piece
together the trail 1o one of more of the dragon's “hidden reasure
tronees” andd make themselves fabulously wealthy when they dis-
o what they're looking for, Smart entrepreneurs and con-men
are making a fortune selling gullible drekheads bogus “ineasune
maps” and cheses to the dragon's hidden stores of wealth, usually
with some lame story abowt how they would have gone after it
themsehses “in thedr younger days,” but now they're too obd and
st pass things on to “younger and maore capable” hands.

0 au mean . T Frog! And that old guy seemead B0 lncans
0 domaty

8 | ogras with Mole, Rumans are ruering rampant about fhe drog-
en hoving secret stashes of shuff gl over the place. and they gat
Eegger with ereang feling. Lofs afl pesaple creé :lli.ihlIIl:J ilgut T (WY gt
ot inta the widamese after some cove ar othar whans
unkatrahn supposedy kept his pile of gold (of wholever). |'ve
sean maling ligs ond newsketters bossd on this drek mocng the
rounds

8 Tin Lizzi

8 'Which is pratty sfupld whan you think abaout it, Drogors don't
heaver big piles of gokd excapt in the simmd. They deal im ored ke
evaryone aka, Most of the grogon’s money b probably stashed in
seciel accounts it ploces ke Tunch-Oroitbal ond the Coayvrman
lalonade, ol wiont B Qo hunting tor crogon-trecsurg, sharf inaking
in the Kcalric

8 ‘Whiz Kid

8 Mot entinsly frua. Kid. Sune, mast of Dunkelrahn's maney s prob
ably &ffing in a bunch of Donka and pumbesed Soocounts, bl
thiera’s a kot mong stuff jthon st cred. Just ook ol some af Ehe
||"'i|'|§5- e dnagon SO Oy N his wil, A kot of trat stuf—art,
rearcharars, real astate and magical drek—is prebabty sl a frac-
ficn of winal Dunkeizahn cemned, What happens o the rest of 17
[ig Dioreicar ared e Deaca Foundalion hove it al? Does she avan
know whene all of t 5? Those are the Hnd of gusstions that ore
sencing peaplé aul keakisg far shull e diogon might FBave e
beadning

9 Jumpin’ Jook

0 Ligten up, pacpial | have 1o odmit | rever thought Durkalizohn
waould offect me in the least. | meon, | speciales in smugoling and
exfrachon. When vou Ive in g ploce ke Danver wharns thara's 9
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FRLLOUT

nizticinod border mueeny e e, plus the neve-eellprolacied bor-
dar ol 1r CFS Clhosa iy, wou can gat fhot knd of wiork 05 08y 05
piciing Eher off the sineets, 5o fhe Bg D dies jus) offéer Bacoming
Fresident of g country | don't esan bakong o, 50 whol? Wal, |
fowrecd o weiat, Thes wall Bl 1he renws services and my comm ghan-
£ ﬁr!.:Jl-l;l off the Dok rch skogs wonting fo gat ncher, poor
sogs wonbng o plece af the Holy-Fraggin-Dragoen-Gral, conps
wanfing 1o know why they got left cut ond someone else hit the
Jocipat, ond a uge numiber af rewbies who reaed shadow Tolent
for evangthing from profection 1o splas to escorts, Tha Big D cidn't
put e in b will, but Boy am | gaing 1o ged nch aff it anyeoy! Poay
atenticn—ink moy ba the Blggest nflue of nuyvan into the shao
ores snc e crealicn of the i megaconm

B Primsee Runnar

THE DRAGON'S HOARD
BY TALON

The death of Dunkelzahn has pat an inferesting new spine on
the tired old saw about a hero acquiring some lantastically pow-
el magical itern or secret from a dragon’s hoard. In his willl, the
dragon has already given out a number of goodies that seem o
have unspecified magical capabilities, and umors are fying of
plenty more where those came from. The Draco Foundaton is sald
i be sitting on a literal treasure trove of magical drek codleched
by Dunkelzahn over the years, an enchanted arsenal that would
make ary magiclan sit up and take notice.

What is all this stuff, where is it coming from, who's geting
it ared whar are they doing with it=—those are the big questions on
everyone's mind. But here's the kicker—Irom what I've earned
land please don't ask me how | got this info), dragons don't usu-
ally just giwe their stull away. Traditionally, other dragons fight
ol A s ;Ir.;.g.!;n"r. hoard. So Dunkelzahn's handout-hest may
have really messed wup the status quo among the dragons ... more
than a few in the dragon community certainly don’t Seem oo
pleased aboul i

© | aks hear that some of ths big and powearful ahves ruling the Ties
(ol knowe, thi andes i fhe Seada Court and Counci of PFrinces) ore
pratty fickad off, foo. The wyrm upshoged them. ond they'ne
afraid Brsir secrats wil e B ol hapic an the et "Bahind tThe
Esan Curtgin” esposs. The Jragon macks o5 MOy eresrmies as
triarecs when b cled,

@ Ehvan Polfico

Ol the fbems named In Dunkelzahn's will, no bwo ane alike,
The people e talled with all agree on one thing, thowgh: many
ol th itefms ane very old, all of themn are potent, and up until the
reading of the will meoat of therm were tofally unknoam 1o anyone
but Dunkedzahn (and whoeeer was in the dragon’s conficenoe).
Unfartunately, none of the frinkets seem fo have come with an
imstruction manual and there doesn’t appear o be amy rhyrme ar
reason to how Dunkelzahn chose to distibute themn, (Anybody
want 1o iy psyching out a dragon? Good heck.]

Mast of the "art objects” from the will are going to various ind-
viduals, with a few exceptions. Mot all of the Hems have been
daimed sa far, and the Draco Foundation s in charge of them until

$0)

d

i

. M ¥
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then. Some of the jterns can’t be claimed uniess the beneficaies
oomie fonsard or meet the conditions set out by the will Bahich may
ar mday nob ever happen). The WCAS government 5 carefully regis-
tering all the items harded out from the will and alss assessing
taxes based on each fermn's esfimared walue (which is usualby ey
oiff}

& Of course il 5 How o wou eglimate the valus of o ham thot
might wal e pricelass? The BCAS governiment’s we-calad "an
ma ks waukdn 't know O posartul Toous IF it Bt them, and ane oF
Pwi of thass hems just might

0 hdagisher

@ Mot just thot. BMogisher, s fraggimg hord o ted i a kat of fhis juni
really s mogical ar ned, Sorme of e Dest peychomeltsts wonong
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for the LCAS hove exomined o few pleces and gotlen mimed of
confusing impredsions. Some of the shuff seems tobtally mundane.
but wha knows whot kind of enchantments the dragon misght
howe pul on Sorme shatue of alver 1o hide any fraces of mogic?
Wiho knows whiot kind of unknown mogic might be ineabed with
sorme of fhis shufT? We handly even knce whal wae're kaking for in
t first e, much e what s waorth whan we firnd E-EII"I"ETl'llI'r;;
8 Zpock-Sgucd

8 Doas amrone hive any poydola on ary of the poodes named
in S el T
B Fopheroos aflcom

@ An ihem that the drogon B fo the UCAS the sa-colled
“Topaddry of Fabe,” raw hamgs in o galaery in the White Housa, s
fhis DI thing Ccoverad with, GDetnact gsc:marrlc Oy, Wind ar
Arabion- or moybe Cellic-looking. that make your ayves hurd if wow
ook at i tor boo long. IF rerninds me of those 30 frectal and ™ paop
oul”™ pichores thol show up when you stare ot somathing alsa,
Word hos IF that President Hoedfnes [kes o ait ond shame al the
tapeasiny whan ha needs 1o be dong and think. Makes you won:
car whiot B sass in thans,

0 DT Ingicier

0 The dagqer that Canla Braaks ol is corved from vary and st
with gemstones. 'd guess s soma kind of ceramonial object,
sirece if weolld Blund foo guickby it you used i fiar recl fighting.

0 ‘Whispar

0 LUriess, of coursa, itwas ey conyad Tom fhe footh of 9 -EII'CIQ-
on e the rams impias
B Randy

O How abaut some of e stuff tee drogors ond the elves got?
Winat's this Jenweal of Memory that weeet to Lobese?
B Mielick

@ 't a big crysiol, redclgh-colomed, atbout o meter tall 1 iooks niot:
wol. not cut, Dut it's veny well polEnad. and it's absalidely craws-
ng with boraly corgtrained majo. & friend of mine says he sow
shapes mowing oround inside it when he o b ) it o SFncl ook e,
Lafwrer wes quick ba snop it up—had a teomn of Soeder-Kupp pec-
ole on thie spot to claim if just minutes ofter the Droco Foundotion
opanad it doom. | Peard R wat pratty peeed at howing to vt
e thot kang=—=it he coud ve potten his takons on it the minube
the will was resd, he woidld hove, Armasdy, Fs paopks boded i
anta an 5K chopoer ond flew it 1o the coponate compound in
Fanrgyleanio, then Icaded it on the el plame 1o Eudge,
‘Wholewver it was, the drogon fock no chances of it going ostroy
& FadSpook

& What the frag & e Tredeus Monual?
B ey Loy

8 Hal, Ma'n !:_I"ul'il'l!:_r it 1o e ared § o' avnen e wihal il e,
& Terpkon

-

@ Knowing wou Tayion it's gotio be magical
@ Rabkid

Interestingly enough, since Dunkelzabhn’s death there has
been a whopping increase in rane ant cbjects and talismans offersd
for sale on the black market. The sellers have been exceptionally
close-mouthed about the origin of the ltems up for sabe. and most
af the buyers have been people with a lot of cred who don't ask
a lot of questions, Could some of this swuff be coming from
Dumbedrahin s estate? Il 5o, why wasn't it isted in the will in the
first place?

@ Az | shafed eardier, this & whee we can all gel our share of the
drageon's nuyen, Peopls ane crawling triough the shadows look-
ing for talent 1o help thern "epond” theii afl collschions ... o
climb oboand the growy train for o long rde. As long os somabody
wionils what sormebody @ke hos, Thie dogon s will B our Qokd rine.
Faod it, usa it and get yourself o worehouse fo store al the cred
wou'll ean.

8 Primnig Rurirsr

This behind-the-scenes  acthity suggests that the Draco
Fourdation ar H&.ﬂ_}&. Dravviar, ar Bxth, have somme Kind ol secret
agenda for pleces of the dr.ﬂgqn':. estate, which they are 1:.1rr_l,|1|13
cait i addition o handling the bequests in the will. If 5o, the
Dvaco Fowndation and possibly Daviar have become one of the

biggest power players on the planet,

& | think the OF & sslling off a kot of the wyrm's disl in some kind
of big wdergrousd garage-takes ba rase moee capifol, They 're
pouning all tha maney thay moke intc g I:l'l;l shosn fund that thesy
S0 uSe ko gumg up Thein exiling reesirments ond punchase new
o, Bafore you know it the Foundation will be onother fragging
rmegacoiporatian,

0 E-Lite

0 Thot moy ba sort of o bores side-affect, but | don't think s the
Foundation's maim mofive. The drogon must howe given tham
irstruchions for disposing of the remoindes of his shatf. Moyvbs the
will B just a bind: rmdyioe most of the shult in it is a smokes screen 1o
cowvr up the recl booty that the Craco Foundation bs dishing out,
Free sTUft roiDcady” s sunp=osed o ki JDoUl. | kmone lofs of peophs
wiha ore real interesied in finding out whod some of the secret shff
b5 ard why the drogon wanted it possed out on the sy

0 Ry

50 far. no one’s seen or heard about any demonstrations of
the maglcal capabllities (IF any) of the swff ghwen out in
Dunkelzahn’'s will. Lots of the items may be nothing more than a
hoax—the dragon’s last laugh on all the silly people running
arounid rying o get their hands an a bunch of useless trinkets. O
plenty of them might be hrlmrnm‘g over with powerful magic Ik
wi'we never seen before, We just don't have encugh infarmation
either weay. 5o track this stuff down and tell w what you find out,
chummers, Let Captaln Chaos know and he'll post it up here. (He
tedls me e already has some stulf in the owen)
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Alsn, logs of this stuff is older than written reconds, which
means ane thing to us magical scholars—time to study legends,
myths. fairy tales and oral histores, because they may be the only
clues we have, Just because somvething is called one thing in 2057
doesn't mean ancient civilizations called it by the same mame,
Thase of us who've studied magic understand that many af the
changes we've seen In the Skth World hawve legendary and
mythological roots (oF S0 it seems, since we really can't prowve ith.
50 it makes sense that a dragon who lved for thousands of years
woulkd have ierms that other people khew by name and befieved
were powerful, Keep your eyes and ears open, because the only
way we can hope bo figure out this stulf is 1o wnderstand where it
mlghrr have come from-——especially the itermns that don’t seem o
wark right away.

@ just tnousghit of onotihes Question, Greot drogons arg known fo
b Big-firme eorcenars inoaddition o all their ol abiifies, nght?
fra there any indications that Dunkeizahn hod o gimoire, book of
shiodlows o same other ploce whens he ecaded oll of his gpels?
Just iImagine how much thot doto would e waorthl i the Big D was
arylhing like the other grecls i ferms of mageal ke, his grmoke
could contoin spels we hoven't even thought of yat, not to mean-
fon compkes and powertul vesons of slandord spell. Ay poy-
Goig out e

& Kagitionic

0 Inresesiing Guestion. We dont know i drogons Dathes with soell
formuiog ke wa do, 50 Dunkelizohn's mogicol knowiedge moy
have been endieely in his Feod (which woukd be o fragic o). IF he
did bother to wethe i ary of i down, I'm net sure it would be in ony
foer we would find rmeanifghud. but the possibiity of finding and
trorsicting # 5 tontalidng. With his foncness for modaem technoka-
. Durksdzahn strikes me o8 e fvpe who might howe kepd an
slecionic grimare ke many mockem mogiciars da. IF S0, we're
faking abcut @ huge datafike that might be virualy anyehens (no
pun intenced). Moaybe theee's something else to pobe atund e
oo Fodnckatcn for JF fhey Raowve i, thot is)

B Slicon Moge

The othier blg I'I'I.I.EIII:.'IJ rmystery left by Dunkelzabn’s death s
Fepvefing some twenty meters above the pavement where the
"IE (] hqua_ht the farm. Dubbed the “manastorm™ by the press,
the ghowing mass of swirling light and energy appeaned (as near
as we can tell) at the same time as the explosion that smoked
the dragon's lima, The ICAS authorities handled the sibe around
the manastorm with kid glowves and secned precautions until they
decided that the whatever-it-is appears stable and ksn't growing
[mat peroeptibly, anyhay).

The manastcrm |5 roughly cval-shaped and about eight
mebers across at its widest point. € throws alf encugh light o
clearly light up the area arcund the blast site at night, It abso
appears to be very dangerous. According 1o a fiend of mine
insiche the FBI's Thaumatwrgy branch, the Bureaw and the UCAS
Apry each bost A Fhage 1o the storm when the poor slots astrally
came In contact with the outer edge. AS mear a8 ampone can tell,
their astral bodies were destroyed, leaving thelr meat bodies

mindless and comatese. Apparently, there's not much hope that
either wictim will recower. The danger makes the storm difficult to
investigate, to say the least, The Army Corps of Thaumaturglses
has posted warning signs in astral space around the manastarm—
magical markers to warn away the curious and the foolish,

@ Takan's data s dght an. The UCAS Fas ne fragging chos wisal e
rranastamm s Last | hieored, fhe Qovemment wias caling in experts
from g couple dfferent comps. IOND, e Atlanfean Foundatian
ared the Tie Tarngine emibossy 1o ook e hing owar, Don't know
it wihat thay think. or if thay Il fum up orything moe.

B DT raider

8 | suspact the manostorm bs soma kind of asfral dshubonce, lioe
the favesae in AZfkan. The Iodvens Spiearn 1o be pockets of oeral
‘deod spoce” that con destroy octea astnal forms thot poes
1I'||'r:!..|-;;|h them. Mo visual phancmena one ossocioted withy e
fowans, Dut thar affects seam simikar to the manosiorm's.

8 Jujpeluon

B Moybe the manastorm is ke thase magical stamns in Tir no nidg,
thie dalneonn drooiafied . (Thank the gods for o good Gaedic spel
ariacker )y Thots ghadmn lj!-l:hﬂl'gﬁ a ot of mana and ore sUppossd
to b wary danpgaesous

B Dinuidd Lass

8 |'ve r2ard some people 50y that the foweos ora fhe rasult af al
tha Blood magic going o saulf of e Bonder. IT the manasionm i
simniar to them, moybe thot means somebody used blood magic
as part of the osassinodicn If sa, i would cefoinly make
Hﬂ&ﬂhl’llﬂl}gy g piine suspect. After all, howy many Dectie out
trwiere know encugh aboud thal deek o ot it effectivesy?

B Taronce

@ If the monastorm 5 some knd of dsupton in astral space, i
I"I"l'ﬂ"‘ﬂ alis be g coragidarable source of I'I'I'EIQI:‘\'_'" Pl Tar some-
ong whi leomad to haress safely, How much powe? Wh
feoggiryg Mivowa? Maybe a lof.

B Soogaaick

B ‘What f the manastorm i maone than a dishorbance? B might be
wme kired af astralfphiveical i that could potantaly upsst the
balonce of ostral energias. 1S ke o Fake in our azons kayvar, alow-
irg astral enargles to pour unfiterad into the physical warld. I the
rift should shart widkaning, The results Sould be disasirous.

8 Prod b,

8 Algrmist jetwash, For such o powerful asfral disfurbance. and
considering iI's the ploce where o great drogon died, tha biost
sita has O surprsngly low backgound cound. Ashial space ansund
it & mormal, except for e manostorm, s os iF ol the dsnugphion
fram the drogon’s death got cancenfraled in one gpot instead o
apresding cut cwver the ared. 5o if's probobly not going fo get arry
bigoar.

B Fedbipnok
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THE CORFORATE CONNECTION
BY THE CHROMED ACCOUNTANT

Wiedoomie fo boome-time in the shadows, chummens. Doing
the corps’ dinly work just got a whole lor more complicated, with
ithe BIE (] 5I1|.|FHI|13 off this meaortal coil and leaving all his assormed
stuff behind. Dunkelzahn's net waorth s nigh-impossibbe (o cakou-
lare for cerfain, but reasonable estimates 've seen place it around
the 100 trillion nuyen mark. The dragon was practically a s
o in and of himself, capable of competing fnancially with some
of the Big Eight. Mow that he's dead. all that money has fo go
sormewhene, and a kot of it ks going to go fght into the shadows,
Let me tell you why.

@ Listen up. chamies . A hits 1 nght on tha raoc,
8 Pormig Furmiss

Dunkelzahn's will gives a kot of money 10 cofporations and
individuals with comporate affiliations and business interests. That
money |5 going to go straight into capital investment b make
those corporations and business Interests stronger and more
wiable, The big infux of cash to the business warkd has already
been called “Dunkelzahn's Economic Legacy” by a bot of newsies,
many of whom see it a5 4 noble final elfor an the dragon s part
1 Balfill his campaign promise © bring greater prosperity to the
LCAS,

Certainty the money s going to make the difference for a log
of small operations between taking ofl or going under. A fes mil-
lian nuyen i chump change If you're a megacomsoration, but it
can be the difference betwesn success and bankipcy when you
run a small start-up company of A Momeand-Pop operation—
which, by the way, the media have taken to calling “Dunkelzahn’s
Babies.” The “manna from heaven” bestowed by the will increas-
es the chances of these litte operations staying afloat long
enaugh 1o become sucoessful, and may even help therm escape
being gobbled up by the megacoms at bargain-basement prices.

B Note fhal Dunkelzann B0t randng out money=—the Croca
Forckation 15, A thee Droca Foursdalion & run by Madja Dorviar,
who & ake the exacubar of Dunkelzohn's will For g lat of the con-
diional bequeasts (the cres that go samething ke, “whosver Soes
Has-ond-5S QA‘HS wn much ced™), Doviar gets 1o deckds who's
wiorthy of thia prima .. which maakes P ane ol The ot influanticl
pecph i 1he entive ogoin wold nght row

B Spook

B That's trug, thouwgh the deciion iant entirsly up 1o hee Tha
Fourckalion has a Board of Tustaes wha must cperake accaiding
o the spaciiicationd Dunkalkohn kaid out in the wil. Thay e Duikd-
g an arrry of kegal sxpsts to go over ey prececent invaking
the wil on an ncleacual BatE and grovice odwice on what e
Foundafion i alowed 1o do with the money in &ach gofculor
coma, Doviar beas o et of say in whot happens, but she's o bourd
by thie dichatas of the will s arycees,

B basoSlim

B | gusss thia ufimahe question is wihaiher the diogon et instnac
fiers, guideines of just plain o' good intendians. | gues wa'l hone
to toke g wol an' sed appeoach 1o dedling with them

0 Chay

The second part of Dunkelzahn’s legacy is the |t of contin-
gent bequests—all the cred left to whomever accomplishes the
conditions set out in the will to claim it. For example, theres a
nice slush fund set aside for the first party to discower a way of
cemmunicating with dolphins. Take note of that wond, pany—that
means small or mid-sized companies ke Aqua Arcana, bigger-
than-God coms like 5K, ar anyone else on the planet who wanis
to bry to get their ideas across, You never know, chummers—your
crazy old nelghbor who talks to his litthe fishies might end up
becoming the mew Damben Knight or Richard Villiers.

Dunkelzahn's will seems bo be seing up Competimon, dan-
gling Eat whacks of money like camors (o send companies scram-
bling to discover what the Big D wants done. Whosver manages
this or that particular feat is guaranteed a certain level of reward
fos it, in addition to whatewer they might @et for patenting and
marketing their development, Mow there's incentive .. but o
what end? [ed the Big O just wanit o stif the econemic pot a it
tle, o does he have some more definite goal nomind? We may
nEver knoe,

Whatever the reason behing it all, these funds are a bg spur
for corporate RED of all kingds, plus they allow bowly inventors
with ideas for building a better mousetrap to get their wodk out
without selling it to cne of the megas. Thanks to Dunkelzahn. the
inventar who develops a wiz way o talk to dolphing need only
apply to the Draco Foundation and show Ehem his Feseanch rmate:
rial. IF he's gat the right stuff, they may ghve him enough money
o sfart his own biotech company, whiCh means oo Inventar can
develop and sell his Invention and get filthy rich instead of selling
it and all the accompanying fghts 1o an existing botech compa-
ry. That means one really good thing For all of we mode Competi-
tion for existing companies.

O CA, et e get this straight, You redclly think 50 ket's say, & geing
o ket some RED weasel shioll cosualy out The doon oo 1o the
Drace Feundation and get miliors of nuyen, then st up his awn
lob? Mo woy, omoe. Foce redily— those big-brained sclance
cludes wil corme unning to the shocows frst, Don't be dunonsed if
self-gaciroctions becarmse the norm. Flus, the comps wil De gong
affer each cihers top dogs with maone than just nuyen ond o taste
tor poybock. Now they hove a chance fo skim Dig chunics af Fee
dragan’s nuyen ond freses thar compeditees aut of the mother
i I woe thoughl The shodows wans Dusy ano deodly Detone, we
gin't ssan nothing ved, We ane the wild card—we decide who to
protect, who ta extract, what oD 1o hit. We get fo chonges e
plosying fiald, chumboys and -girs. For once, The dracom fas Tound
o way ha el the megos. We inthe shoadows Rawve e powes

0 Frirme Runner

B Pz, does yaur hesad fit thiough tre door frama? Uighien up, man
.y e soanng mee, The guy with e biggest waollet confrols the
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shadows, just ke always. That may be the Droco Foundkation right
o, DUt i dossn’t maan that 5-6 o Fuehi or avan some mid-devel
corp wa oin't ever heard of i going to say the war & kast and the
MUNNEms win becouse wa can pick ond choose jobs, Frog, man,
fiugen Qhwors wing. Somebady'll akays take a job Tor enough
cred, | agree thal e shadiows are going 1o get awhully busy recl
soon, bud don't biow a frogging gasket about runners geting
Litimaote Power,

0 bars

D Intermsting how Dunkelzahn made o ot of i bequeds fa “who
aver mests Qo K7 That way. the deogon nfleences reseorch and
devaekapmant and invastment i o Iof of diferant coips fram
Bayond the grove (on wheraver dead diogons go ok A compo-
ny that might have worked on developing., say. new soy-Tood
adctvas might decide fo re-drect fhof RRD money ino genatics
of bictechrclogy insteod. n the sorme weay, a ot of developess
ol Irvanions afe going to stort concentrating on the stulf thod
con eorn fham magonuyen from the Diooco Foundation—which
mazans thot consciously e nof, they're dancing 1o e drogon's
hure:

& Bopon Countar

© Mot just Dunkstzahn's fune, Bean, Lke | said. Doviar ond the
Croco Foundation are puling o ot of the shings here.
Ackniristration of Dunkelzahn's wast estoie gives them a LOT of
clout

0 Soook

B Even mors infaresting B how the drogon set up some DEcqueshs
trat he musd hove nown would never be claimed. Lke
Aztechnalogy s aver going fa ban blaod magie. of the Ceuncil of
Frinces reveal ll on word-wide trid! He knew it would nesvar hop-
pen. You ask me. those “beguests™ ane his way of soying "frag
vaul” from the grave fo cedoin parties

B Forbaish

B Frog. even decod, Dunksizahn is stil runring things
0 'Wirger

® That's crogons for you, chummer—schaming fo the very end,
8 |in LUze

@ That rernincs me. What the hell i thot dre al e end of the Tir
Degued? Sorme bind of diogonspeck]
O Bornfathan@Ma ATH ot manet

0 s Sparathial Does arywbody know winat it rmesans?
B Bowwern

B Yos
B S

€ 50 ae you going to shore with us? C'monl
0 Bovwnars

& Roughly, it mears "Communication i for al to have, Shang the
L yra (B e
& Spas

Ini the past ten of twenty years, the megacorporations hawe
gatten a bit soft. They we been slowly dividing up the wordld's eco-
nomic resouroes between them, with an occasional squabble owver
a prize here and there, but for the most part their progress has
been slow and steady. The megacorps are all chummy with one
ancther, protecting their interests through mechanisms. like the
Corporate Count and pretty much stifing competition.

Dunkelzahn's bequests are all set to blow that comfy little
megscorporate soene wide open. The dragon’s last gift is the
potential for all kinds of newcomers to appear on the scene with
the money o back their grandiose dreams, Are the megacorpo-
ratons wormed? You bet they are, Mot because some street imaen-
wor with an overcrowded gasage can hope o get millions of
nuyen, start his own company and put them out of business—thar
kind of thing’s just not going to happen, The megas are worried
because the hold they thought they had on the rest of the workd
is going to loosen a bt and the increasing competition i going to
create 4 more bevel playing field for sther up-and-coming compo-
ratians. Sooner or later, some newbies might even unseat one or
more of the Big Eight. Plenty of second-tier corps are looking to
get into the top spot, Inspired by Yamatetsu's success at clawing
its way up there years ago. Dunkelzahn's money may just allow
sorme of them to do that,

O Lot of kwei-ties comps ke Cross Technologies and Wusing
wiould ke fo bring one of e megos down or boost thermsaiwes up
nic thot esaled company (o bothl. They've chaoys been con-
servodiver in boking oction, but the bigger thae potential ain, e
more wiling most peaple ore to toke DIQEe: ks The chance of
gafting some of the money from the Drace Foundation & anough
o make some of Mese comps try stunts they nevern would hoave
pulled Detore ogainst thair compsatitans and the Big Eight. | hote 1o
exgres with Prime Runnes, but thie wark i going fo be fhae, Comps
will ot runnes for all fhe typlool stufl, bt B resits wil mortes
En meaa tham in the post. Real soon now, nunnes will Be cbla to
make of Dreak a comp for recl, 1 no longer “lake the nuyen ond
fun.” Bacause our actions can Fave big-time corseouesces, un-
rages will neved Te justity ther actions. Keap thal s mind when you
stadting thinking about ol the alfers that come in—ihe Auven wil
B higher. but 50 will he iss, And the charce al survhing will be
Fhiat much smcllar,

0 Argant

B Just think of how many lower-fier comps are out there. A couple
dozan af Bas hanee e potentiol o bacames AML MBQOCops
Mathing is etarnal ond no corparation con stoy on fop fedesar. The
capanate woid B a shork tonk, ond ther ae planty of NIy
Fehies loking to stort o feeding frenzy over all the capital fied up
with tha Draco Foundation, The cny real mojor advarntaga the Big
Eight horve cver ol the otingr corps is their control of the Coporaa
Cawt and thair global poaition.

0 Crgehart
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@ That confral & no smal advantags, thoughe The Corporote
Court, the Zurich-Crizital Bark and whotevar rescunces it might
noidl are prcbably enough 1o keap the Bg Eghl secwe from fhe
litthe fist A it takes s one ODmaego Ceder from the Court to cripple
anothar Conporation, ond you Can Det e ioke-As will pdall |Iﬁ-g|-_'rl1-
ar 1o ke Fadr club e g,

0 Roko

B Don't count an it. Raiko. 175 not that simple Cahat i87). Plenty
af infighling goes on betwean tha Big Eight. ond any wo-ang-
Come B Qong 1o toke Gd'-'lll"l‘lDQE- ol thaf. Think clboul @8, I7

you' e MilsuRama or Benmcku, don't wou want moee happy %
Jopanacons on the Court? Wel, maybe you'l be wiling 1o £

spepart O koweer-lier Japanese-Based corp (Sovertly, of course)
whien ey make Qoid for the hop. espacially iF thay Son hurt Cins
ol pour Competiion in The process. Your ns megacor ally wil
raaly owe wou ona, KemeamDer whan Yamatatsu tought its oy
arlo e Corporote Court o Tew yedrs Bock T 1 con De Do,
And never counf out Infemal strife. Evany time a glont wonid-
iparning corparalion loppled, it tell viclim o imernal palifics. The
magas hove Dasn pratty claan o far, but that can changes inon
ayEnlink
B Kgynasian Kid

“aread B Good”

What does all this mean lor shadowrunners? Boom time. All
the cred just walting fo ke won by the company or Indlvldual whio
frat denvelops “Froject X7 means that inter-corporate espionage,
datasteats and shadownunning are going to shoot through the
maof. Evenyone i going o be setting up runs on evenyone &|se and
waorking af the same time to protect thelr own preclious RED from
unners working for their rivals. A single shadowrun could make
the difference between some of these lower-tier corps hitting the
big tirme or hitting rock bottom. The stakes are higher than ever,
which is sure to make shadownuns ... interesting.

@ Everpors heee ogress thot the shodows ane going ba be hot. |
|IJI.I"E' Wiold con divide the wihola biz 5cens info the types of work
avcilkanke, o follows:
Protection of, 9 focility: penson doing resacech; parscn
trargporing an item ba the OF; smoll corp
Raick ogairst: o faciity; person transparting an bam to
iR OF; smal Sam: mMegacorp
Extrachon of: o parson ooing resecrch; parson fransporting
ar item fo the OF: amall corp
Rermowval aof; on ihem from someone who eoareac
something from Dunkelzann: on item somsons wonts that
sameong alngacky hos
Ressarch on: an item cofp: P
Sporch for: pecple, plhaces aond/or s-yet unclaimsd hings
manticnad in tha wil
S0 et aul theee and take your shore
B Frimia Hunnar

@ Thanks to PR for the bosc lesson in unning the shodows the
Frime Huriman way. But wou left out e atier b wabwork, Thef|
anclartian, paltical power plays. coporie expeimantation. bang

wsed ond then keft teisting In the wind This is the shodows
B, 1878 lile ar death, nal a cornbeel ride. Just bescause the shod
ows ane gatting buskes doasn’t mean the ndes hove chonged. In
foct, o for o2 | an fell they've only gaflen wose, Now
mora thom awar, nInners. ang gxpard ol
B srgent

4, THE DRACO

#":ﬂ E?#gﬂhﬂﬂ”

ﬁ The first provision  in
Dunkelzahn's will establishes the
Draco Foundation, a holding compa

my o administer the wyrm's escace
and all of the will's other provisions.
Even though Dunkelzahn gave away
a packet of cred and other stuff, the
remaining assets give the Draco
Foundation resources rivaling those of a
megacorporation—billions of nuyen at best
esfimate. il not more. All those resources are
ar the command of the sevens-member Board of
Trustees, appointed by will executor Madja Daviar,

whiz |5 also Chairman of the Board,

8 Mot entirgly fue. | believe Dunkcebohn chose severol board
miamicans in odvoncs and privately possed a list of fham an to
Covior o port of his esiode. Rumoer hes it thot Dovice is kess Baan
tondd of somes of the booed meambsses., which odds credance 1o fhe
idea thal ey ane Bhe dragon's peaple, nod hers.

8 [ irsciar

@ | fend to ogrea, The Vice-Cholr of the Boord., Alno Dupees. o
ol Rordcose. 118 funny Thot her rame ol mantionad of the
samee fimie os Dovice™s. She may hoee /i for Doviar, sspacialy #
the fhinks Daovior had onything o do with the Big D's decih
Apparanity, she's an independently weathy ecluse—not much
baockground on her is avalaole, 3he's a Negroid eIl with white hoir,
kind of o stange combinotian.

8 DvaR

B 50 tar tha Droco Doord sssams o sharg Gre point of vigw, thay
al ink Dunkelahn wos somse Kind of 1I¢IQQI’IQ sant arsd they
wont o “keap his dream of g bether wordd ales.” Dovior's press
rekagss Copesd &0 much seesiness and 5@“ that | nesded a shot
of insubn atter reoading if.

B Snocp

@ Don't bat that food you, The Foundation wil kdve to be as ruth
lEix 18 ary megacorpanation when i cormes down 1o getting wihal
thay want dona, They howe a lof of money and influencs, ond
they're wiling to thiow thein weight acund when ey need 1o
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Ty cales Bl @ SEACUS N with the UCAS gosammaent, bamg fhot
thalr director i going o be the frogging Vice Prasident any akd
oy o, S0 for, it lnoks lkke the UCAS bocks the Faurdation ol the
WYl sl wilh ane, you mes with the ot

D Bifter Larmern

The Foundation's maln purpase is to administer to the prow-
slons of Dunkelzahn's will. They bold on o all the “conditional”
bequesis the dragon made, and jud@e how well the applicants fior
amy of thern it the requirernents that Dunkelzahn set down, The
lucky applicant who wins the Foundations blessing gets a big
chunk of change. For the rest, better luck nest time, Who wins
what depends largely on the judgrment of the trustess, based on
the arhvice of vanous hired consultants and experts

The Draco Foundation alse handles the distribution of the
narmed bequests In the will. Mot everyone Dumkelzahn named in
his weilll wias there for the reading, and some of the people named
have been difficult to locate and positively dentify, The
Foundation has to deal with the many applicants claiming that
Dunkelzahn left them something-or-other in the will and deter-
mine the waliclity of such claims,

8 Tnat clone gives the Foundation g et of influence. | resand they
even mode Lotwyr wolt 10 gel his beguest untl they officioly
openad e Foundations daors. Think of theam as Somta Chous wilk
a iwate arity. Thay decide who gets what, and their word b most
Iy fincl, Yo Com try 1o fight it outin courn if they decide aoain!
You, bul geod uck of ever seeing a plugged nuyen, Thay obo
ceckle on how bedl 1o pass oot some of the ofher goodias the
dragon specified, especialy when the nomed bsmaficiony o't
mmedictely fTorhooming.

@ Legal Eagle

The Foundation has an army of lawsyers b handle the lawsuis
that are already starting 4o spring up over the will's many provisions.
All kinds of people are dalming 1o be a “chese friend” of Dunkelzahn
anci saying he just so happened to promise them a million nuyen (o
miore] before he disd—only gosh darn it he pever got around o
changing his will, Such cases are incredibly hard to prove, but
there's enough money at stake b0 @et some people oy i,

In addition o handling day-to-clay matters connecbed with
the will, the Draco Foundation b administering the huge plle of
cred that the dragon managed o sccumadate, They're not sitting
idky an all that money—they're doing whatewer they can to make
the pile Bggen The Board of Trustess is empowersd o oversee
the affairs of Dunkelzahn’s estate, which means bank sccounts and
irvestrments from all over the globe that are still earning enough
Interest to support a small country, Add to this the liguid capital
that Madja Daviar brings o the Foundation and you have an
Irvestmeent cormpany rich encugh to rval nancial giants like
Hildebrant- Kleinfort-Bernal and the Pacific Bim Bank.

© Lotely, kals of peopls hove Deen frying 1o falew “bread-crumb
trols® I the Mafre—ciues fhat might point fo some of
Cunkelzahin's hidden asats changing hands quieily behind the
scenes as Doviar and the Droco Foundatian take contol of tham

Lok af Ares, just 05 one sxomple—Nadia Doviar & now the proud
owniar of 12 percent of thal megooom
0 Red Waitty

0 A ot of suff has changed Rands oeer e pas! Tes wissis, and
tray affarmath of the wil reading has sert e stock morkeds frag-
gQin’ begedk. Al lhe noise makas thard to say what's realy going
an—out maone impofont B owhol Dunkelzabn oo with whaf he
Owned. | mean, ook of the Rerrolow/Fuchl Seal. Whot s the all
atout? Cunkstzahn puts the heod of Fuchi's intamal securty on
the boand of Rerrdloy, effectewaly kiling the man's caser (Faough
his nef warth just voutted into the miliens) by forcing two mega-
COips fo decide whare Fs real loyatias be. Fuchi wories that i
bBay Loniar wil take b secets 1o the baard ream in Chiba, whils
Fanraku & frag@in’ going muls tndng fo figure out if thay can ever
hierve a Boand mesting again without all fheirsecrets gong right 1o
Fuchi Tokyo, Meorwhiie, M Droco Foundohon maode Mikes Lonia:
fiches than b ever dreamed, 50 who does he give RS loyalty 1o
now ... Davior and the Foundation, mayba? Food for thought
And thal's st the wilkdsst exomple. 'We howve fo asseme thiot
Durslzohn caned sleck in as many corps as on indepencend
opsialor possbly could Whene ora all those dacumants, al the
macEs of those pies? Wiolch fhe nets, kiddies, ond folow the aec-
franic cred o it Aoshas and Blinks s way to the futh,

& Fostlack

The Foundation is already making investments and cutting
deals. Even before opening shop, they've become a significant
player In the comporate ward, All the major megacorps are cur-
rying favor with the Foundation, as are hardes of smaller compa-
nles and charitable causes looking for sponsarship by the foun-
dation’s deep pochets, Mumerous start-up companies are keok-
Ing o the Dvaco Foundation as a “white knight™ o profect them
fram the ravages of corporae takeovers, especially since the
Board of Trustees apparently intends to carry out many of the
Foundation s investments based upon the last wishes of their
founder as described in his will and his campalgn promises.

& T Founciotion could and up in cherge of a kot of e corpons-
fions they Bail aul af hastie fakecvers ond whaotned, They could
buid their own megacoponate empire without half fndng. a
progpect fhat kesps o lol of corpaornate YIRS up of rghil

B Alarsod@ynet lo.com

S50 what does the esfablishment of the Dvaco Foundation
mean for those of v operating in the shadows? The simple
angwoer—a major new player has turmed up in the megacorporane
game whose presence will have quite an impact. The Foundation
is gedng to need as much or more shadew talent as the average
meEgAcHp b0 take care of its “interests” thar may be less than
legal, as well as handling cerain “sensitive” matters the
Foundation doesn 't want revealed to the public, On the other side
ol the cain, the megacorporations will pay handsomehy for inside
information an the Foundation’s operations and assets, and will
Play things all-hell careful in dealing with this mew wild cand,
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FALLOUT

@ For fecr of staring o war of words with Pima Runner, I've gatia
tel you | on't e the Droco Foundation unning 1he shadows
Wity start aoing that now'? Dunkelzokn revver hod ary contact in
g shoaore e, 20 wity ioke tha sk that people wil sse wou o5
e Bad Guy inshend of the Good Suy? We're “the criminal ale-
mant,” affter all ... of hove we suddanty Decome haioas and | just
neEvar noliced?

8 Marnz

@ oy, Mens, bt the Prof cals it tue, dohrsons with tias ko the
Feundation howa been hiing runners al over the ploce to camy
aut myEtanous runs neaking a ol of ot SoquisEfion, aurveillcrse
and Souner work. It seams the fols wiho've baen feling us thot the
Foundation hios G saciat agenda moay vary wall be ighd

0 Firsdar ban

@ To saf e rescond stroight for ot leost give it a shaly, we ol kind
of backad Into e answer 1o ths question vio o sares of pogte—
ncluding my awn Check the Watches section further on in this
e, We may Ol B8 in for O Sugdinise
Captain Chaaos
Transmitted: 3 October 2067 af 21:05:50 (E5T

NADJA DAVIAR—LADY OF MYSTERY
BY COBALT BLUE

There's been a lot of talk about Nadja Dandar throughout this
docurment, but plenty of questions s6ll remain. This woman, like
Iy o becomae the Arst metaloman Vice President of the UCAS amsd
definitely one of the most powerful individeals in the waorld in the
wake of Dunkelzahn's death, is one big guestion mark. Who is
she? Where did she comee from? What dees she want and what s
she plannang” Where do her loyalties lie? e done some digging:
witat litthe I turred up, I've pasted here. Anypone who's got more
g ITTETE

Dawiar hails from Eastern Ewope—Esionia, to be precise,
Rerord-keeEng in that part of the world s spotty, © say the least,
and armyone who knowes thelr modern histony can understand why,
With the Eurc-Wars following right on the heels of the Crash al
29, most weful records from the past teenty o flky years god
ko 1o cyber-oblivion. So | couldn’t find much in the wiy ol
defiritive., independent sources o cross-check: | wish my fellow
datasnoops better luch, that’s all | can say. According to the infor-
mation in Dunkelzahn's vanous press Kits and public information
servers, s, Dendar was born in 2014 during cne of the Arst waves
of UGE i Eurcpee. Her parents got killed in a riod when she was
only elght years old. and she was taken into an arphanage akong
wilh hunclreds of other poor orphans of the time. She lived there
untl she was a feenager, at which point the info trall gets muddy

The mext five years of Dendar's life are almost a complete
blank, from the time she left the orphanage at sixteen o when she
feurfaced in Prague in 2035 at age 21. By that time she had
Mpparently come far in the warkl—she had her own plush apari-
mert arsd 4 Fair amount of maoney at her disposal. The source of
that monesy remaing unknown. All my efforts o track it down bed
i dead ends. which sugmests that the cred weas well-|gundened

0

through a series of financlal changes and Matrix-juggling that
il resquire the skills of & capable decher

8 Whaot this reclly mesans & thal the only infamation we have
about Derviar befons the oge of 21 comes from Dunkelzohn s preds
riakenses anout e mast of which she probably wiode hesslf. The
coffwenience of e Crash of 29 destroying o lof of compuer
reconds maons thot Conviar could ireraly bBe from ameswhang. She
ipeoks Englith with no dscemible accent. along wih Franch,
Spanih, Russian and o few other longuages (oll without linguo
Cchipsl. She oaks e she could spring from pole-sidnned. cork-
hoined Siovic elen stock, Bul essn al coukd be o good
biceculpt job. The bottom ling 5. foke avanthing you hear chout
Digrwicar with @ kot of sodium. Any of all of if could be foke

B hMado Walcher
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& Pumion Fave crcukated over the weaors tnat Dovdar 5 infact from
Ecslern Eurape, recrufted by the Polsh inteligence community
and intershealy tained os o deep cover opanative, Her “socidliz-
ing” throughout Europe wos st o mesans for ke 1o get Ciose to
peopie n powar and ferat out helr secets fo pass on 1o hed supe-
fics in Krokow, I iE's true, her fraining and pregoration would prob-
chky hoves incheded some headwore ard conceded chipwors o
give har fre necessory skils fo mose fizaly in high sockety,

0 Moirepa

@ Direk. Cendar is ane of fhem. She's one of those abses that ved
bafone the Awakaning, like some ol the High Princes of Tir Tarngine
ard fthe Skidre of Tr no nOg Hee bockgrownd o Been coverad
up fo hide tha foct that she's redly a ot cldar than she kooks, 5
and Cunkelzanhn grobably knew each other Tor G leng fime ond
thgir first “rmaeting” in Paris awhile cock wos arongasd fof the Den-
afit af the medic. S may even be an agent tor the Council of
Princas sant bo gal cory with te drogaon, Its all just pan of thai
ooy

0 Lone Suremnoan

B e said it Besfore and U oy it ogoin: fhens & no avidence thart
akas gra Mmoo, More, Just theofss, 'What's mong, the Long
Gunmean hinks every sngle fragging event in the world i part of
some monaitnlc conspiracy.

& Ragishar

B A-HA! S5 wou adimit i
@ Long Gunmon

Daviar developed a reputation as a soclalite and patron of the
arts throughout Eurcpe, especially in Budapest, Paris and
Barcelona, which becarme er lavonite haunts, She was chanming,
witty, well-versed In modern art and culture, but above all a tree
wionman of mystery. Several smiften sultors attermpted o win her
affections, but she never became deeply invobved with anyore
despite acquiring a number of very expensive gifts from would-be
AT

8 Among those pardmour wens such mportant men as Frendch
finores Ministar Seand Toukase ond SoedecKupp VP Hors
Brinkhodf. Mot lang affer he gove up pursung Daviar Harg
Brinkhiodt wions Tound fioating face down i the Rhire o5 the resul of
o troge “boating eocident,” Morseas Towlouse skl Bhes hopply
with his wila

0 Egen

0 That's becouss avan Lofay wouddn't want 1o fongks with
Macams Toulouse. TR warman 15 a oy hamar,
0 Sencanme

Thee first publicly known meeting between Madja Daviar and
Dunkelzahn took place in Parls in 2039, where the dragon was
attending an exhibit devated to the renowned French artist Adarm
Alené, Dunkelzahn had Ananced much of the artist's early work,
and Aloné comnsidersd te wyrm a friend and “troe patron of the

DUNMNMHELAZAHN S S0CHE TS
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arts,” Dunhkelzabn attended the solree in hwman form and appar-
ently was guite taken with Daviar. The French fax-rags had a fiekd
day with the possibility of the dragon becoming romantoaly
imvabved with “AMademaiselle Mysterie,” and photos of the two el
them talking at the reception in front of Aloné’s massive ~Reign of
Terrar® painting were plastered across screens from Europe o
California.

8 Same ot of gtrachon Deheesen Davior and Dunkgzohn vl
claary oppament duing that evening, Whethes it wes romantic o
ranl, o whather ey put § on for e Benelit of fhe menio houno,
Is Lkt o carneone DUl Dovior now,

[ R gle e

According to some gap-filled records | managed to pry oul
af the Paris BTG, Daviar and Dunkelzahn communicated at least
fivee fimies in the following ten days. Just two weeks after their first
miesting, Dunkelzahn's medla agent Baued 4 press release saying
that Daviar would be the dragon’s new franslator as well as the
“wolce” for his sernl-annual trideo show “Wyrm Talk.” Daviar
riceeed 1o Dunkelzahn's Lake Louise compound and made hersef
right at home. According to several former staff members at the
resart, In no tme at all it seermed ke Daviar had been at the drag-
om's sice for years.

in addition to operating as Dunkelzahn's translator for the
trichen cameras and other electronic recesding devices, Daviar was
the cragon’s personal assistant and confidential secretary, a son of
Girl Friday who handied all of Dunkelzahn's memerous medis
appearances and other business activities. That made her second
anly 1o the “Big D7 himself in the dragon's person fefdom, and
allegedly earned Daviar no love from Dunkelrahn s previous
translates or his friend and media rep. Holly Brighton.

8 That's an wdesiatemsant. Dovor ond Brighlon Fafe eoch
ciber. Trey didn't get ciong fram Bhe moment he aff DI moved
inta the dragon's costle-ike o ngar Lake Louise. Brightan nilsd
thot place like o quesen, and Dayear irgng o move inka her Tarf e
aff a real alpha-Temoks stuggke fo the desalh. | gel the imgression
that the drogon had ba sneath over a 1ot of uffied feathean b
waap things peocaiul anound thang

L R aU

0 One o hwo acousations sutoced in the press that the doogon
oequined o metahuman fransiafor peadty guickly cnoe all the e
alf and chwarf kids gat akd ancigh for him fa hire one e alkso Rinsd
a kot of metahumon crew membes af his freme ponc and for be
fickea shaw. Same people suggesied thal the drogon hod Deen
“micking do” with hurmans ug wndil that poind

B Wada

B Mol frue. Dunksizabin sorer us all &8 equals. hurman o mehahy
micn, To him, wihal you were ke inside motered, nol Row you
lesekecd]. He Rired a kot of uE foe B company Decauss not mamy
ot ampkiyan wene willng to ghwe on ork g break bock hen
Kost sl oren't

0 Bast Bowy




In the elghteen years that she worked for Dunkelzahn, Daviar
made hersell indispensable. She was the dragon's almost constant
ompanion for every public appearance, interview, trideo pro-
grarm and day-to-tay business meeting. All the dragon’s other
employees learned o rear Daviars wosd like it came from the
W hirself. She ran Dunkeleshn’s affairs with a crsp efficiency
that could have gotten her hired as personal assistant to any
megacorporate executive in the world.

B Dunkalkzahn was fond of coenduching business maetings via tele-
carfeencing, which meaant that Dovior hod to be thee ta frans-
lafa the drogon’s thoughi-voice far the telscomme Lots of times it
wizs quité an ochvantage for the drogon o have his affroctive
efven assistant spaling out the hardesi-adged busines deals in
M mweel, pleaiord walce, The shaer incongruty of IF must kave
throvam a lob of negofiotors off bolance.

B CC Rroickes:

@ | rermeemn st Peoring speculation thot Doviar wos really running
tha shrwr somatimees, | meaan, over the tid il Pee N wey al
o what the diogeon redlly said, so how do you know that
Dovior rondofed whot the wyrm meant? IF's peatry unlicely
mow. bt a ot of peopke ipoke drectly o Doviar ot times os i i
was her deal to nagahats

@ Homrmsse

@ Bght—aond Dunkalzann stood thees and lel Doavicer scry shuff b
didn "l wan scidd. The drogon had ears: iF e didn't ke whiot was
pang soid in RE rame, e could hove shifled inlka human farm
ared spoken aut loud for imself ol doy, | think just the cpoosite—
Ciordar kneve him socweell rat she coud anficipaie evergthing from
e dragon, including emofion, subtext ond nflection ¥ | hadn'
ean e fogeimer, | woildn ' horve Bean danpisssd e fng oud
mal she wes really fhe Big D in human fam

& Lemon Juica

Mot surprisingly. Dunkelzahn appointed Daviar as his cam-
paign managers for the '57 election and she played a Blg part In
winning her boss the Big Prize, She managed the presidential
campaign with the same efficiency and zeal she I;rn;hu_ghl; o
ewery other part of Dunkelzahn's business. The campaign’s
insighiful, brilliantly targeted media ads and tideo programs
really struck at the heart of the cynicism peddied by the othe
candidates. Daviar sold the people of the UCAS on the idea that
the dragon’s election would brng about an age of growth and
prosperity, and E-UEI'I,E"'I for the entire COuntry ... :.-l:lme'lhing that
falks sick and tired of seeing their country get pushed arcund
just couldn®t resist,

In the wake of her mentor's assassination, Madja Daviar finds
herself the Wice President-apparent of the LCAS and heiir 1o one
of thie largest fortumnes in the wodd. 1§ will be interesting to see
whiat this insighiful, capable lady of mysieny will do next.

AND TROUBLE FOR ALL
BY SOLCIORAT

We have a problem: Dunkelzahn was an idealiss, His political
platform dunng the presidential race demonstrated this, as do the
provisions af his will. ldealism is all well and Food—Ir got the drag-
on elected by a country Al of people desperately in nesd of a big
dose of hope. kealism i also dangerous, and may just get us all in
wery deep trouble. 'm talking about the provisions in Dunkelzabn's
will that give money o different metahuman rights and “social jus-
tice” causes, and the soclal currents fo whach they are linked,

Maonw belone wou all start Aaming me. 'm the first person o
support maore sockal ustice In this blg, bad word of ours. 'm oo
oppsed 1o metahburman fghts and 1m certainly o Humanis apal-
ogist [and yes, before you ask, I'm hueman). | am a keen obserser
and student of metahuran behaviorn and | can bell you rght nosw
that this change in the balance of power means trouble

Far as long as hurmanify has recorded its history, racism and
discrimination have existed in human society. Every culture in the
world has hated or booked down on somecne because of race,
redigion. culture, gender or whatever, Human cultures need o
define some group a5 “other.” and these “othes” groups become
scapegoals lor all sores of things that the majority culture needs o
blame on someone else, People often define the scapegoar
groups as “less than human” o justify killing or enslaving them
with impunity. Even Dunkelzahn realized this u_g,l'_n.l truth about us,

Orwer tire, culiures change. Minority groups get absorbed
inte the majority. Cultural revolutions and rh.'lngﬁ tramsform the
nature of the majordny group, and a new “scapegoat™ minority
spings up (o take the place of the old one until that minoriny wins
acceptance, and S0 forth, But no matter whal, some segrent of
the population s considerad separate from the “mainstream.”

8 Hold o a minufe, Pot. Ane you saying that racism and prejudics
cre nortunc broais? That bigots ane just folowing normiol hurman
nigsde? Whot Kind of dnei 15 thaot?

0 Bung

0 ' not sopeing prejudics i ineviobke, anky thot it's on easy ol
History ond axpedance BNows thot whan e 15 rouble, paople
nead 1o blames somearas, ornd we al lesd ba pick ihose dfferant
from us to phace Dlomea an, IF evaryong realy were hopoy and
equal it wouldn't ba a problsrn. bul prejudice hopoarn and hos
hoppered throughout Ristory, &5 much as | would ke 1o ses that
chonge, o8 a sfudent of Rumon behood | don™ honeshy Think il
will aryy Birme saon.

© SocioPat

Thie presidential ebection showed ws just how mch racial ten-
cion exists in the CAS and elsewhers in North America. The
issues of the campalgn brought every conceivable radical group
oul of the woodwork and onto the streets. Racial violence and
hate crimes shot up, motivated by different political factions and
polichsbs across the continent. Tempers fared; everyone seemed
resdy to drag owt their petty grievances at a moment’s notice and
take out on thelr anger and frustration on the first person of the
“werong kKind” to corme donwn (he streed
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@ Roacialy matieoted hate crimes in the UCAS have increossd T
fhundead parcent in the past sighl manftse, That's ral Just humans
geing aul 1e B ok shoulb—that includss metabumean goargs and
groups who hate fhe norms and eoch affed a5 wal. sroups loe
the Hurmonis Policiub s ug froubke, and fhen meta groups ke the
Anclants and the Sons of Souron Qe Troubde right Goack, which
slarts @ nieve Sycle of viglance ond reprealk.

B Stofshtan

a5

Making things worse, the elecion showed people just how
powerful the human majorty of the UCAS B \When Kenneth
Brackhawven first started spouting the Hurnanis party line as part of
his presidential campalgn, | knew a lot of peophe wiho laughed a
what they thought was some absurd political joke, ‘Well, they
stopped laughing when a big chunk of the country started nodding
their heads in time with Brackhawven's speeches and agresing that
"something nieeded to be dore” abowt the “metahurman probéem,”
All kinds of people who ought o hase inown better started (0
agree that maybe. just maybe, all those Tidle goblins” ing in the
slurms of their cities really were solely responsible for all the crime
ared ewerything else bringing down the rest of sodety.

The truth is that metahumans are stll a tiny minority in the
LIEAS. Humans malke up more than &0 percent of the WCAS pop-
ulation and abaidt B0 percent of the registered voters, That is a
fact, even though some people didnt want to think abowt 1§ until
theey had mo choice. Brackhaven came much closer to winning
than anyone thought he would, and that sad truth has had a real
impact an race relatons in Morth America,

The Humanis Policlub almost gained respectability from this
election. They've been fooded with new recruits, from othensise
honest clbzens who mistakenby think the HP represents thedr inter
ests o rabid racists who want fo see all metahumans put in carmps
or shipped off to Yomd like they do in Japan. We may jole and bad
mauth the Hurnanis Policlub and all of its related splinter groups
here on Shadowland, but that tends (o blind us to the danger they
represent. By marginalizing them here, we forget that they ane a
serious power out there, and they are groawing every clay.

—

7))

B & pood paint, Pal. We'ne taking shege 1o comect Fhof stuofion
0 Captoin Choos
Tronsrmitted: 23 August 2057 af 092440 (EST)

8 | ogres willy Parl. One of the biggest advantapss the Humanis
Policiub hos s the foct thot wery few pacpla fake theen ssnioush o
a theeal. The media manginalzes them, and o ot of people who
ol be taking tham vary sericushy freal them os J jeke. Humans
and hete groups like them hove Deen gathaning stecglh babind
trva scanes for a long fimes fowe. Just ook OF how influenhicl theay wa
bascarme in cities ke Seatie. New Yok ond DeeCee. Take o ook
ot i misch support o presdential candidate nanning on an antl
mstabuman platorm could genemate and tell me thal Bhe rocists
e morgingl

0 T-Barss

The eleciion of a dragon to the highes: office in the LICAS
boodoed like a victony for metalurmans evenywhene and a blow o the
power of Humanis-type bgots, All the Awakened-rights groups
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were danding in the simeels because somecns as liberad and fadr
minded &5 Dunkelzahn was going o be oooupying the Big Chair.
Meanwhile, most of the disgrumtled humans who never liked the
idea of & dragon running thelr country shuffled off and sided with
the Humamls platform after watching Dunkelzahn get elected—even
if thery vated for somebody other than Brackhawen on Election Dy

Dunkelzahn's assassination sed off just a sample of what we
can Ecpect in the foresseable future. Accusations and counbes-
accusations flew back amnd forih like bulleds. Blame fell on the
Humanis Policiuly, the Brackhaven campalgn, shadowy organiza-
pions e Alamos 20,000, or any other plausible anti- Avakened
villsin, Chaos erupted in the cities, and the naticnal guard plus all
the seCuny Cofpofations pul together—Lone Star, Eaghe Security
and Knight Errant—could barely keep control of the situation, The
shoch of the assassination dashed a bat of high hopes, and people
had 8o furn their anger somewhere. People’s need to scapegoat
“the ather” fook a quaniurm leap forward. and so did the violenoe
fhan conries with in.

B remmaminer Do | Resand absaut Dunkelbalr's assersnalion. | was
erjcying sama rafrashment of my favorte tavern in Ottawa when
suddanly thers's a fiol Qaing on oultide. Seamed ta Dlow up out
of a dear blue sky. | picked up one of the trouclamakers and
mkad him what the rog was Going on. Al Fe soid wess, “They kiked
hirn, She fraggin’ bastorgs. They kiled the Presidsent.” I'm not sung
iz kreadw wihi “thiay” wesra, of i if rathensd fo o,

0 Naith

@ Aol of the foding By pro-Dunketochners ogoirst “the man® s
ke what Humonis wantad. It et them poink fre ﬁI'IQEI ar 'GEII'“IQE'l'-
ek ren-fiumon racicak” cousing ol unnast, From e scund of i/
tra HF touched off some of the fots on PuUrpsse jush 8o thesy could
de itk

@ Foly Chromotique

In the afrerrmath of Dunkelzahn's death, the BCAS gevennmend
i i wants 1o follow the dragon’s ideals and keep his dream alive,
Durkielzabn's will has poured millions of nuyen it the colfers of
groups devoted 1o metahuman advancement and equal dghts for
all citizens. The government proposes nationwide free SIN regisira-
fion and ampesty for all SiMless in the country. In response, the
Humarits Policlub s sswelling with new rermbers, and radical ant-
and pro-Aowakensd splimter groups and terrorist crganizations ane
sprnging up lke weeds, The simmedng raclal unrest in the LCAS is
aoming 1o & baoil, and when it Anally explodes it could make the
Hight of Rage look ke a day at the beach

Like | saiel, v have a problem. [0is not going away, nos will
it be setiled easily. K will be a force to be reckoned with in the
gities and In the shadows for sorme time © come. Don't farget
about I, because you might just get a chance=—=no matter how
shight—uto dio sormething about it sorme day.

@ plgmmism, Froggin' chicken-iitie thinking, It's Dock to Dusiness o5
wal, wilh everpone fogoing everyone ake ever, [T nat going fa
coma down o 0 roce war—who profits from that?

B Trush in Advertiing

DUNKELZAHN THE MARTYR
BY FEQPFLE WATCHER

mar'tyr (mir'terl. n. One who sacrifices his life, station. or
something of grear value o hin for the sake of principle. or o
sustain a cause. (Fram Waorld-Wide Waoed Watch)

Evergone i5 making Dunkelzahn out to be & mantyr. “a noble
creatures who sacrificed himself w0 lead the LICAS into a new
zolden age and was brutally struck down by the forces of dark-
ness arrayed against him an the ewe of his victong,” It sounds like
a complete Ioad of drek (1o me, anyway), but that’s what peo-
ple are saying about the dragon now, The quote comes from a
speech given in Desles recently by a man named David
Emerson, mear the site where Dunkelzabn's limo became one
with the pavement. Emerson had a decent audience. too, given
the number of gawlkers and sightseers who show up or camp out
at the site alrmost daily,

8 Ermenon 5 one scony guy. Hae hos “potantiol cult leoder writtan
al cyver him. He was o junior campaign goder, o cog in the huge
Cunkebkohn slechon moching, and word hos # he thought tha
dnagon wos g saink. When news of e cesassinalion hif, Fe ook up
a vigil af e bost site ond hos kept it ever since, sxcept tor the
thrae timas the DeaCes polce amasted Frn and Poubed Firm aweory.
Each lime he's gothen cut and gare right Back, He speoks obos
Cunkekohn's “dikine greabress™ 1o just obout anyone whol lsten,
and @ looks ke ba's picking up g folidwing among fhe dogon
@noupias whio Come 1o ayeball the Dlast site and the maonashornm
@ DCPD

B Emesan and a ew alhér pacake claim ta howe had wEions
wihike meaditating near the Dkt 588, The Fads were woerad ot first
that Fhe “witiard™ were tome kind of mogico spilage fom fhe
monaskonm., but no ong's Desn ohke bo warly ot these peopla
weare oifectad by mﬂr*ing ather han rﬂﬁQI_IE'. kck of taad and {in
a couple of comes) ore foce many BTLs

B Spook

& Sorme of the dragon-groupess around the bkask site ke to sit and
staare iy P mcrastorm for Bous on o end. They claim 85 "
great drogon’s divine light™ and that they iecetve visions by look-
ing indo the Sepths of the stam. | suppose i you stame af arything
long encugh you'll star 1o e things. and moybe the magical
amanalions of the dorm con couwse Ralucinotiaons wilh enough
SNSRI

& Laary

Since the ebechon and the assassination, the media has
romanticized Dunkelzahn to an incredible extent. Trideo-special
“retnoepectives about the dragon s lile show up on the major
networks daily, Most of themn are pastiches of the same triden
footage and wid bites we've seen a milon tmes, cut together
with new woice-owver commientary by some expert or “close rend
of the President,” All these programs, ewlogies and ributes o the
great dragon rmake Dunkelzahn out to be the savics of the LICAS,
struck donwn ine his mament of victony by foul treacherny.
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8 Hal. I've heard ABS & thinking about storting up “the Drogon
Crannel.” whanm you can gal 24-ragging-hours af endess reuns
of evary mews progrom and ol show Hhat Dunketzabn (or any
ather dragond ever agppsared on, mat fo mention oo
rizpasats of B coren ar 50 epiodes af “Wyrn Tak”™ thot were i
Juced. 50d, The dragon-groupies will probably 201 it up, foo

B Media Watcher

@ Iynchcated soles of those old "Wy Talk”™ epEodes hove gone
trrough the rood. Yat moe cred wends its woy 1o the drogon’s
asiote and info the coffers of the Droco Foundation

0 Moy Hau

DUNMNHELEAHN S SEERETS

FRALLDOUT

B Teri-Arn Ribenc's ke mack ampre alio hos rlions o rupan
1o moke e regon's fogoin’ e story Inhd O mopce movig. Any
bBeks o whio's going o ploay Dunkedrann® koybss LoPweyr wilh a lol
of moke-up™ Ara thare any dragors in the Soreen Acior's Guid?
B SilvaiSorean

B They'll probabdy 90 e dragon with cormguter modaling and
samping, thie sarmss weny By ws dores for yecrs with affern deod
cakbities. Thane's cartanly enough tideo foctage of Dunkslzahn
aut there to carstruct o righe-pearfect halo-model of him—ond
o Moy Ceopde know' what the Srogon’s redl “wokce™ sounck
ik, areacy 7

& Bast Boy

& Ribano may end up with compsatition, too. Newshet got miliors
fram the dragon o do o docurmentary on his Searh (almodt like he
o' thane wos going o be o story there). Bath sickes ane Boely bo
~ross the fing ine betwesan “dramatizotion” and “docurmentary,”
and thay’l e scrombling to be Fhe first ko redease their produc
ficn—not to menticn et fhe juiciest bits and fhe Dest matarial,
ond maytie sabtage ter dwal's production with o
ploced shodoenins

0 Holky, Wood & Vine

e wiel

0 One chunk of focdoge The fick didn' get was fha light of grag
ons fhat oppeaned ovar the blast 8%e a couple of days aftar the
ceaination. Must howe baen a daren or 5o al hem, ncluding
whal looked ke Lobwyr ond moybe sven o coupke of other
preais. They fleny in o complicaled kind of dance aves e sile and
owar aQnd around the monad sharm far aimost half an hour batone
brecaing up ond Mying off. I wios O Tenss thity mirudes, with the
UCAS govamment wondanng i they shoulkd mobilze some jats 1o
fight cff a possible dragon aftack. The nessnets want ruls o be
Frua Frest bo gat v ot @ on e, Bt oll of tham discovarad thon
fhair iecondings of the ipaciocs wera tataly blank. No diagond
ne dance, nothing—pst o recording af the Dlost site with nothing
hoppsning. & tew wiand with "orfiet™s recrections.” buf rmost of the
networks didn't @ven bothern Hwas Quite o show 10 see in perscn
0 Fasbpock

B Al willing 1o copitaline on o buly soectocular death. the
el bl Bessn digerging Dunkelmats memarakilia ke fhene's
no tomaomow. Feopie are howldng T-shirs, bumpar stickers, sou-
wEnir Chunka of paserment fiorm fhe blost dhe,. Dunkelzahn doll and
fons of ciher drek ol ower the ploce. Mot to be outdons, ol the
ant-Jdrogon types ore holding fhelr owno marketing DRz wilh
dragon sayer” kgos ord ©l vofed far a human® bumpar stickers
The peopls ramed n e will oren’t the only onet roking n the
caash affer the wyrm kicked il Tra faks Bahicd thess markehing
schamias ang moking cned hiond over fist, Mahurodly. o fes for al the
licersad products fwhich i ks man hol of wihal's ool Feeed goes
righit inba the Draco Foundation’s coffars, Gread. You gotha lowe it
B Gacko
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To say that the waorld |5 owver-romanticizing Dunkelzahn’s life
Is possibly the understatement of the decade. Mot unlike many
assassinared keaders in history, Dunkelzahn is stanting to take on
miythic qualities. His achievemenis are glorilied. his shorcomings
downplayed or outright [gnored. The dragon joins the ranks of the
human celebrities throughout histony who Decame mamyrs. saints
of mythic heroes inll.:mmg their untimehy deaths. My prediction:
we'Te going o see a hot of bunco “history™ making the dragon owt
a5 a hero who sacrificed himaelf for the greater good of the peo-
ple af the LCAS, just like the Emerson quote suggests. We'll akso
sev 4 lof of distortions of the dragon's life and times to Suit some-
oned particular vision of Dunkelzahn as a saint.

@ That's Tof sure. Has arvone else sean those ke printed booklets
ot Durkalzohn's Last Testamsant thal howe stafed circulaiing? The
dsagon groupiss in Deeles are seling tham as keepsakes, s0u-
wenis cnd “remincans of fhe greot drogon’s sk message 1o us.”
Pecpla keap frem in ther pockets and fract theem ke e Bbbes
o something. The groupies kove 1o quoie from ~Dunkaizohn’s wis-
dom” to just about onwone who'l lsten whilke affering thefm a
pooked. IF's radlhy SHooky.

0 aagar

8 Sreat. | con't walt until ey mowse into fee anpoerts and star
fighting fior spoce wilih oll fre other paychos
B Laarny

O the ather side of the coln are the people who are making
the dragon out to be a hell-spawned creature that very nearly
soiged conitrol of Our Great Mation, They see the dragan’s death
o a4 sign that & non-human was never meant 1o kead the LCAS,
5o @0 50 far as 1o suggest that the Wrath of God destroyed he
presumpiuous weyrm on the eve of his supposed wiciory. Less
appcatyptic-minded opponents of the dragon point o "patiols”
and “resistance groups” as the herces who prevented a monsber
of ryth from tyrannizing the good people of the CAS.

I dan't think Dunkelzahn was a saint or a creature of evil. |
mhink e was far more heman, in the sense of having beath
strergths and Maws, than most anyone |5 lkely o ever ghee him
crechit for, Dunkelzabn seemed a lof like us in all the ways that
matier, mone than we will ever admit, And that's how I'm going
o remernber him.

B Hodice b all whe iy P fecsivad. plan on Bcaiing. or thimk
thay ghould receiwe armything from Dunkelosn's Boord. You as
nat he llg"n'll'l.ll Caarrvars, The Iigl'l'rl..l revniars will chaim thedr Detheight
o ol el oy et bt iF wow maindain your igramnt, Toolish insis-
herce an pour 'Iighfi' of inheronca, Dunkakonn s contused
wrsa of propraty and his overseening gide made him hum his
back an bl own fradiions. Those froditions ang important, ard wil
b maintained whetas Dok Bk wiseasd it od nok. | sundved ond
wumnphas in this typa of wis batore, and |will again. Cordgcder this
1 waIrinig

@ Loremasher

@ |'vig lurced here for yeors walching anky one speak forus B i
greaod 10 s on ancient lke yoursalf reolze that there & mons to be
o in bhis so-calied Awnclesred workd Han sulking in o donk cove
feaing allpoweriul and wiondanng wWiv No one s ever Nokicoes.
Too bad it ook such o desath 1o woks up The Deast . or did yvou
know about these evants batons ey oppened?

0 Cronge G

O Crange QueenT That can cnly be one of us. | am supnsed, Yo
redaticnship with Dunbosizobn shoadel “grwerd” you mede Than a
boken Bem. You should De fighting your brofhes ond sishers. As wa
hove learmed though the oges, arly The Sreng will preval. As tor
your les-ihor-iubtle insinuations—no. | hod nofthing o do with his
cleath, |'will oomit thot Dunkelecake fos Dean a Fram in o side. He
hes rracked the greatness of dragens snca long bedone th time,
medding in motters thot should nat concern im. Cess his deafh
sodcden me? Mo, We lost a clown, notteng miane

8 Lomemosher

8 A clowm whao could mobiize a wond to action. Moy the gods
piowide moee Cionms
8 Cirango Glueen

8 Dunkelzahn seerm fo hove fouched your heart. | suppose i
drouid mot sunpriss me ot on eeocent ke yoursel? should De
swcryed By hig spssachas. ¥ou will 5con keorn thaot the roboks one o
wilireg ho follows el os good, ord on that day you will Deg tor help
B Lonsmothar

@ LOL! You care much Tunnier than Cunkelzahn ever was
@ Cronge Guaen

8 Thian haed this woming. chid. Do not get in my way [ nok toy
tar it iy plons. Do not stand against maes. | wil cugh pou.
@ Loramasiar

@ Encugh, batty of yau. You have eveclad mone in o scant few
pacands on Sadowlong thon Dunkelnabr 20id in Gl of his inone
broodoasts. Ores again, Dunkekohn hos proved that for oll bis
brecuing of trodfions ond his fascinatian will matahumansy. he
possaseed 0 mind supesiar ta most ofhems. I the lorg rm, i Py
hiorve plaved the game bather thom ory of us

B 5K HO 05 Esaadakrugp Com

@ Afler the kast posh, the Shodowkang noce sl down for 6 sec-
creds, In that time, 5-K B 1ESS wal dedetad from e Maltroe—rno
rrcil geds Frncugh to it Orange Susen ond Laemaiier shl seem ho
cnlst, but ol attempts e race the iNCOMNG Messooes hoes
fuiresd up Rothing. Wiy does Hhat soane ma?
8 Captain Choos

Trorsmitted: 25 august 2057 of 035744 (ESTy
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[t PLAYERS

el your seomscords! Gal your seanssands! Cery'l bal e gl % wilbucul @ seorecord! O eo e

E=an bold. 5o ook b upon myssit to complle some of the “playerss manhonsd in

DiumsaEobn s wil—pius somme Tolki who' e mode mews in The pail tew monird. The Ormozng

pmicunt of biz on thea Shodowland poges kataly has bean moking our CPUs smioke, 5o Hhis st

doas mal inciucke eveny Jose Chummes menlionsd in the wil—ust the ones | Rad fime o get

s dirt om, ar whio sssm mast Important of the momend, Heck, next weak thiee more Coips
could come aul with big products and bumnp same all Thess 1o the Whene Are Thay Mow file. Criher
nomas an ths st come ight cuf of the post few doys’ heodines ond dan't Fave mech ba do witt e
rogon s wil (hey—we arg pour Tul-sarvice black infomation storal. You wond info on evenyDochy alsa,
et cut there and dig it up (ord post it 1o the 5K i you're fesling nclined toward chariicible beten-
fark. & few fiends of mineg kave promised fo ineestigate some of the corps ond peopie ramed it thae
i, Buf ey wan'! howe all Bear shull recdy for g few wsels, oo all we ol ARt now B8 wiBal you'ne
onout to reod, Most of this stuff is puohc domoin, | laove it o yow experts to figue out whera ol tha lies
e Pk, For stufl dors up in alhee files on Shodowland, | included onty significant chonges o
updiotes from the sushng drek, Mo paoint inepecting for the Blllcnth ime who cwns Aes, ight? Fiayers
affiliabed with a langer group Jike o oo ane discussed under hat group’s heoding, st 1o keap every-
thing nice and neat. Let's keep it that woy, so ka?

rerdrmited: 31 Awgust 2057 af 02:55:23 (E5T)
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ARES MACROTECHNOLOGY
President/CEDy Damien Knight

Chairman of the Board: Leonard Aurelius
Headgquarters: Detroit, Michigan, UCAS

UK, 50 | lied—we may not know exacthy who owns Ares. 1'm
not going into who does what and how miuch they make in pork
belfes, but | am going to address 4 subtle and potentially huge
megacorporate power change, It's a well-docurmented fact that
Barnien Knight and Leonard Auwrefivs both own 22 percent of the
LCAS glant .., or 22 we've always thought. One dragon's death
ater, the balance of power has radically altered. It seems the Big
D weas the big cheese behind Candlan Industries (through a couple
millizn Blind alleys, shell and holding companies, and at least
three different Zurich-Orbital accounts). Well, the Big D decided
i ghee this “lictle side company to his wery attractve assistant
twho i% mowr also the W-In-mltlngj.

Feaf, Cap, wou're thinking, we read all that in the will, 5o get
an with i afready.

But walt—there's more. Those who enjoy watching the cigar-
smcke-choked mestings in back rooms (hey, it's your e say that
Davlar has signed over alf her proxy dghis to M Enight. Which
rearts Knight moes controls 3d percent of Aces to Aurelius's 22 per-
cent. Plus, pao seats on the Board of Directors wenl with the
Gavilan Incdustries stock. Durdar will most likely keep hers, but Buess
whi picks the other seat: M. Knight or Ms, Daviar? See why doings
at Ares are getting to be everyone's Bvorite spectator sport?

€ A3 you all know, Ages and M Kmghl hoee Besn my hobby for
e, Dunketzatin's wil holds g lob of oless os to how Knight made
s ok On TR soiich—te wnTm wos hane 1o halp, The queshion
is. withowt fhae wiyrm, can Ve Knight stesr the monstrous ship he
nre? Things of Ares promise to gel reseal inleesting redl soon,
epecialy since Leonord Auslius Bn't about to take this Fdng
doawm

L

@ Here's an intemesting facioid. Some Digwigs in the CAS gum-
mint soid that Doviar cbsclutely hotes Kmight. Unlke har dear
departed boss, she con't stond the sight of him. Word B, she may
hiave sgred osern the prosy vote Just 1o keap him away rom har
0 PalBe

0 Yo gob if wrarg, PS. She Bates Rirm, all right fwho wouldn's hote
a rch, amzgant puppet-mastar ke Knight 7). but 've haord thot
Arad redugad 1o hedp pul down the ialing in the LCAS afier the Big
Cr's death wnless Doviar showed g e “oppmeciaticn” for cll the
wirk he plonned ro do Tor Ped, Davior had no Shaice but fo give
him e proxy vodas Bvan my condocts can't find out how long the
piooy & 1o, Bl my o ] i it's ICII"I-Q- rafbvei e thor-1eim

B BT Insidar

@ | hacx Knight reclty wonfed o postion on the Droco Founcaton
boord, ot Do Jidn ™t want fo dexal with him ony mone ond cuf-
comed him by gving him the Gavilan proay vole. Shae honded
Eright g choice—contnolling o thind of e Doly up in Datrolt. or gi-

fimng om0 Boand of Direchon doing nofhing but waeribyirg will choims
e fighting off lorwsuits, Prediciably. he couldn't resist the ure of
o Blgger shore of Anas

0 Toody

@ I thot's frue, then Covior lecrned a kot from Cunkelahn She
plonad Randball with the oigingl Radbal pleyer and come out
wifh o kit of a victary. Maybe | should switch to watching Daiar.
8 Squine

@ I'm ol over Dovior ke o blonkat
D Tosacky

THE ATLANTEAN FOUNDATION

President: Shella Blatavska
Headquarters: Atlanta, CAS

Profile:

Foamcied in 201 2 with the stated purpose of “restoring the
glory of anchent Atlantis,” the Atlantean Foundation has groen
into an international coganizathon with millkons of members workd-
wide, They continue 0 sponsar numerous archasological expedi-
thones arourdd the wodd to uncower artifacts and other evidence
that the mythological civilization of Atlantis, a lost land suppos-
edhy blessed with adwvanced th:hnnlggynnd magic, really exisied,
Theey're also invodved with & lot of related activities, espeacially the
production of popular tricheo programiming mmligh COOME AT
with Hisato-Turner Broadcasting Corporation in Atlanta. The orga-
nization publishes & monthly electronic magazine forr bt miembiers,
The Atlamtean, which contains various sCholarly amicles and the
latest information on the Foundation's discoveries,

Recently, this arganization seems o have Deen getling bess
interested in Atlantis specifically and more interested In anything
magical or potentially magical. They've been funding digs along
bey lines, at powerful mana sites. and even at “traditional” magi
cal or legendary sltes In Souwth Amerlca, Africa, Australia, the var-
Fous MAMN nations, Eastern Europe, Western Asia and the Middle
East. {Kinda makes you wonder, don't it9)

B st af the people who belong to the AHontean Foundation
ane ranmbass Mokes whd ke 10 reod sronies in e ewlaiier and
wolch Tades of Aflaahs on the ancient Wkdom channel evary
Thiursdkay night, They ke the ikdea of an oncient civilzation of nobke
ogicans and ehees, bt it's just a fanbasy.

& Animalad

& Wilioms, Cosey, 5% on the boord of fha Aflanbeon Foundotion
Ledt & milicn miogan in the wil. Concidanca? | don't thirk so.
8 Goldigger@mainenat com

B Chasck ouf Laor Gunman's uolkoed in the Theeots fike for mome
Informiction on e Atontesan Founcaton fnom RE . unagQue pear-
soec v, | S Kndw Bow sk of Theé Sufmen’s inlaeomalion is
accuraie, bt tha fact that Dunkelzahn laft them o ot of money
lerch s AUpEor T his angurrent hot they i irvoked in some
kind of “Atlantecn conspirocy,”

B Stan
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@ Mot necewsarly. Maytse the dragon ust liked tha wok thay did
haytea the AF 5 way off the beam, and Dunkelpahn hoped thel
his ey woulkd et therm o the dght frock—cr keep them off #
Wit con say? Theea's not enough evidence to skart jurmoing 1o
conclusions
0 0. Bunber

@ One thing's for sure—the Foundotion's peescnnel, especicly
fose Bvefic Crusodesr guys, will get thermsehes some ey
Chiistrmes presents cof of thot monsy, Expect the Foundaotion’s
equipment and methods o get more saphisicated i the nece
fubwrg. Trewy rmighd seen stap up some of ther opsaaticne and
anchaaciogicol dige

9 -t

@ Laote breckisy rews! Representafives of the Atkantsan
Foundation hove been negoticling with the goverments of
darmuca ond the Corbbean League 1o set up some kind of axpe-
dition in fre"oreo, mavie o permanent beonch ofice in Bermuca
ar beafing up e one they hoee in Micmi, Woed bas it thiot theyra
lecking for somaething in tha Barmuda Tdangle:

& Islanioe

& Rumor hos If thot Bataveka met with Figh-ranking Aztion (read:
Artechmalody] officialk ta discuss the possibilty of Jaiming tham in
thot dig they v got Qoing a Tew clicks sourh of 3an Arvlenio. She
aof the hedasy Peave-bo, and 5 none foo pleasad, | hove O Tess-
ing the Myshc Crusackers will e busy Boys and girks in The resd fees
e oy TEma Wiy,

BAlamo

BRACKHAVEN INVESTMENTS

Presidents Kenneth Brackhaven
Headguanters: Seatthe, [CAS

Business Profile:

Brackhaven Irvestments is the name of an wnbrella organi
zation that handles all of Kenneth Brackhawven's many business
Inferesis, Renny-boy is quite the fiches-to-riches stony: be invest-
&d his farmily fortune in a wide range of business ventueres, and his
talent for predicting success paid aff in a big way. In not weny
rmany years, Brackhaven furned his modest (by some standards)
inheritance into a mudd-billion-nuyen business empire.

When he decided to un for president, Brackhaven seemed to
have it all: a successful, conservatiee business executive and
devated family man, a sell-made joe in the pioneer- Amerdcan fra-
dition (or so waid the spin docs at the Brackhaven campaign HOJ.
Eventually, though, some interesting details came out in the
wash. Brackhaven wasn't evenything he appeared to be (sunprice.
surprise), Moo only did Renny-Boy have Ces o the Humanis
Maliclub, but it turns out e isn't ewen the real Kenneih
Brackhaven. The real Kenmy Brackhaven goblinized into an ok in
2032, and his loving Dadety prampily replaced him with ancther
kid to hicle the “sharme” of having a metahuman child,

That revelation hurt Brackhasen’s campalgn ... for about five
rminutes. His suppomers, though momentarily startled, apparently

NDUMNMHELEAHND S SECRETS
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figured that a hurman Brackbaven was lofs better than an ork
Brackhaven, and ended up even more loyal o thelr man than
before. Despite the ant-metahuman vile be spewed. Brackhaven
came fighteningly close to winning the election, Afer kosing out
m Dunkelzahn, Brackhaven went back 1o his business erests in
Seatthe (read: cirched the wagons with his HIF friends and decided
on the nest sirategyl. bul not before swearing in his closing
speech that be would “continue to fight for the rights of the real
citizens of our natlon and carry the banner of our cause untll this
fight is won.”

@ Erockinaven B o Digot. pure and sirngle. By Treal citizera,” he
meons Fumons—mundane humans, o be precise. He and his
Humonie baddies won't De hoppy untl fhey've shipped cll the
rrEtahurmans ond magicians cud of “fhar” country. Then they'll go
conquar thelr nesgnioons ond push the “inedke” out of thane, 1oo,
Predty soon fhene'll e nowheane kel tar the metabumang ba ga bt
straight to hall, wihiksh will sult Brockhavan just ing

0 PolEci

D Brockaven's nol jus? o rocisl, Fea's a powsarful race! Brackhoven
Irmvastmants hos fingers In o ot of pkes, Inchuding mioior Corporo-
fizra all over The woand, Brackhanean gt on e Doands of a kbl o
thase componies and nflusnces thelr policias with His money and
connachicnse And those companied influance thaii subsichoriss,
e 50 on o thie ine. Thot means Brockhoven B in o posiion
to aftect a ot of peopla’s lives

0 Molehion

0 My gueess is P fied to get some oction out of P but foce it
Hurmnonis s sl g tak-5-eosy-cue-rene-we-are-with-our-good-oud-
e socicl chuls, Theay e nod cul ba foke cear e word, no mather
winalb your corspinooy-treonsts soy, 50 tThean Bocioyvan swent
polifical—he fhowghit, 'l Qe e “norms” 1o wobe far me. then
legaity enact my hwistled wiond yise, Bul he man inho o Charemolic
oragon ncher and mene powerhul han he i, whe forced him o
shand suarnsly in the sradows, Mow. | igure he plans on taking his
“social agenda” to the Dusiness communily.
9 The Chramed SAccountant

T e ol ool Solars ond s

2 M he's 50 powerful, why Rasn't M impkameaslesd Fig Final
Solufion? Brackhowen wos sting on those conporote boands tor
yvars Datone he weant pubhc with ony of his poiticol ﬁgl&f‘-ﬂl'.‘l Wty
RAENT he dhaned a iace war clrésochy?

0 Sablin Boy

0 Fead the newsfomes, ki, You think we oin't oot o rice B oe-
naneihy wWor Qo an now?
0 Cily Elichos

© I'd gueis he was brying bo be sublie. Even now, Brockhawven
doassn't ouite oans Cal far fhe aulvight extamirarion of matahu-
miarG (fhough he's done cboul esenyiting short of thoat). And ke
City says, how do wae kncw b hasn ' been starting @ noce war in
ris S Nty ithe wioy Y Bacikal viclenoe is am the rise arnd Humanis




PFalclub: chopters care springing up al over the place [l wessds
d be wiling 1o Dl fheee’s af lecst some of Braockhowen's monay

betired it

@ Bung

@ Irteresting to note that wilh e creation of the Droce
Faundation, Brockdnaven hos 0 mojor business ival that represenits
Cunstaann s poliical and docial ideals. While Brockhoven's
marey Mk b COompanss QDo DI'I.'.HEE"ﬁI'IG “anmnolT ok
and inefiuting progrons o il he size of the mefohuman waork
foecm, Do irvmsts in social Rrogress o l;i'-.'EE- ey 10 grouss
g MO, Even from the Qrave, the drogon & warking fo thwart
e edfon: of pecphe bhe Brackhoven. Uil Det that just trustrates him
rio gnd (e drakheosd).

B Tonres

@ Biz & in b2 ro rmokes maney, not sockal utopios, Mo dght-minded
coep theat wants 1o mokea riuan hand over Tl s ayear aoni Iﬂig"tﬂ-_'
e reedas. Thesie s 1o marmy of “em ond chummer, it don't moathes
BT hD O SO Wi’ D..ﬂ"'-"l; the monsy inta thei woulls, As FCII"IQ
ok The conps oo make maney on meetas, ey will, Brockhovan s
doys ane numbaned

8 Gecks

8 imarashing thoughl, bul Brackhowen can shill cause froubin, He's
bitar, wengetdl and waellzonmecisd—and anaugh pecple
biesad in hirm fo give him hope hal through economic means
b can ond will call fre shoss somepioce, Flus, he's woung. He's
gat time o his side. If Hoeffner and Davier can’t make e LCAS
onit big happy place ke Dunkedzahn prombed. Brockhaven'll be
Mot FLNRING Ogain in 2060,

® Tha Chromed Accountont

“s oll about dodlors and sernie”

CARRAS COMMUNICATIONS

The first eniry in the “go figure” department . These guys
are 3 small-time firm based owt of Minod, Marth Dakota. LICAS
Seems they specialize in highly charged low-lrequency comimuni-
cations. Awhile back they put out a small keadser unit that barely
wirked, That's aboiut it Cramed by a husband-amd-wife team. [oan
and Melwon Tessman, with six employess at last count, They cone-
wemed their farmbouse into & cosporate HO GF you can call it that)
and & barn into their RE.D “lab.”

& Okay. 30 giving them a gile of cred mokes no e wholsa-
arwar, Wiy 7
@ Rarmy hartin

B Low-Tresquency Communicalioms ansn'? weed much amymaee.,
s rmckireg Freem vary useful ta car kind
B Wipdangke

8 Coras Comm doss put out other wel-mode ond reliobie
o et Unforunoiely, 178 gors akaly unnaliced. By aveny-
body except Dunkelpahn, apparernithy

B Aztarnic

3

0 Yaah, buf witat did be nofice™ | got treas oftars In tha past weak
ta g up o Minct and hit their R&D didsion. 30 | chacked i oul. The
RED "divigion” it a guy named Deuce Morton, THATS 1T One gy
turried dowen e jobs. I'm o cold a8 the ARChc gi-.'E‘ me the crsd
and stay oul of my woy. | den’t wsually ask far the wiys and the
whios, Dt folng out the ihe’s wark of Ore gy wifd wos wl:i'l'ill'lg n
a lab the size af my flophouss in ihe Barens untl e Big O clied st
SRRITS Unnacessary, Crusl, avan
8 Blackhean

B Hey Blocky. if you don't have the cojores fo do Ihe job, poss
the cred and the info on to some of us whio do, The werm gove
thaes Quys wods of rugen, and | phan on Comnng i,

0 Tuik

CROSS APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES
President/CEQ: D, Lucien Cross
Head guarters: fontreal, Republic of Cuebec

Barsinvess Frofile:

Cross Applied Tech Conporation (CATCO for short) stamed wp
in the wake of Damien Knight's nanosecond buyout of Ares
Macrotechnology. Lucien Cross made himself a considerable for-
rune arcund that same time in 2033 and acquired controfling
stock in several srmall hlgh-rrﬂmm_gy companies, Cross I:|r|;|-|.|5|'||:
all of these companies together under the umbrella of the CAT
holding company in Montreal, and has been slowly bullding his
Lissiness empire e Since,

Cross Corp mastly deals in hlﬁh-hrqh COMSEAITIET Squ-dg. Bk
electranics and medicine. as well as corporate services like Matrix
technology and cybernetics. The company has a reputation for
cutting-edge developments in tech, plus the marketing sawy o
sefl them to the highest bidder.

Principal Divisions:

Divislon Mame: Cross Marrlx Technologies

Loscathon: Montreal, Quebec

Divisdon Head: Lucien Cross

Chief Products/Servces: Solftware utility suites, computer hasd-
ware (such as the CMT Babel series cwberdeck) and peripherals.
This division is housed in the 'Eﬂ'rpﬂl'ﬂ[iﬂl"l'ﬁ miain hl&a.dqua.rler:.
where Lucien Cross personally oversees its operations.

Divislon Mame: Cross Biomedical

Location: Boston, LICAS

Division Heads Sandra Wright

Chief Products/Semvices: The bliomed division puts out products
lor the medical /HMO industry, indeding arificial blkssd substi-
tutes, cyberssane and argan-replacement equipment,

Dbvizion Mame: Cross Advanced Electronics

Location: Searte, UCAS

Dilwision Head: Bernard Cross

Chief Products/Semnices: This division handles househobd con-
sumer products like rideo sels, sim garme players, music chip
players and all the assorted slectronic junk wou usually Aind in the
average househobd, I works Closely with the E&M division.

ODUMMHELEIZANN S SECRETS



Divislon Mame: Cross Enteriainment and Multirmedia

Locathon: Atlama, CAS

Divislon Head: Alexandria Hunter

Chied Prodiucts/Serdoes: This division cranks out ol the sims,
vids and sounds that go into the gear produced by the Electronics
branch. & lor of it is low-grade factory stuff done ertirely by com
puter, but the division has several antists under contract o o
duce the good stull {all carefully packaged and marketed to fodks
with a kot of disposable income, of course),

@ You ke aul the mast impartont ane, Cop
& Sl

Divislon Mame: Seraphim

Lacations Masthy Montreal, with activities worldwide

Dibvislon Head: “Cabriel’

Chiel Produocts/Services: The Seraphim are Cross Comp's best
shadow ops, Lucken Cross knows plenty about making use
al inlormation snatched from someorne slse, ard CAT is masterfil
at finishing cther companies’ projects for them. Cross was in the
indlusirial espionage business before be went begit, and Seraphim
personnel At as his personal prastokan guarn:l as well a5 the
Corp's shadow operatives, Seraphim handles internal security
matters for the corporation, nuthiesshy roting out disloyalny with
the aid of magical mind probes and sophisticated interrogation
techniques. They also spy on other companies and secure nisw
developments for CAT. The members of the division all hawe
Biblical-style code names and are skilled professhonal intelligence
operathves on a par with the Best in the 8A8 Canps. Cross trains
hi= aments well, | ought to know,

Lk o

@ Echo thot. Ward has it that Cross was ore of the people who
hspad Domian Enight sat up e Mot oomobatices Tor hig
ranodecord bBuvoul. He carcanly Fas the cesdential far 8, with o
Fh.[k in Computer Sclence from MITET Intarsstingly enciugh, Cross
ard Knight saem io stess well clear of each ofber. IF ey cdicl waork
Togeter once Lupon g tma, IF must hove Daen (ust O Dusiness neho-
fiorahip. Thene's fa love lost babwean them.

B Bshop

@ This guy got on “unknown oo YVincl™ 7 s that possibha? Does ong-
o Niose army ided Pow mwech it°s wordf?
0 Curices Goorga

B e Yed And wirboaly pricelass, i iF's recl | heor M Coss s
areody seompsd with colls from mussums ond privote colecton.
Mo dicubsl he'l saon beacome fhe karged of ar thieves galore

B Rammy

8 Crom doesn't kke Domien Knight one Bif, Rumcr has it that he
Tokes soecicl lﬂﬁ'igf“ L 5-1e~r:|in|; 'Eﬂf‘r'lﬂlll‘g\' ord ressanck from
Args-crwmied] componss. He's taken odvantoge of the plocemant
thiot Chiabss’s tanff structure affandl his compamy it T of mar-
welirgg and producing sofheans and computer karchwans o bauikd
up o standy Dusiness, egoaciolly with the overnmant, Why Aras
raasn ' T squashed ki yed, | o mo dea.

& Hopaong

& Qi Luclen must howe something on Kright, Maybe sormathing
conneciad with fhe ranoses buyod? Edher thoat or the fact thot
Dunbatrohn opparentty lked the old bondit (o 50 his will suggests).
8 Cealuvles

B Lucien's neprey' Bermard & an dial. Samss frouble lost vear of
Crgs Eleciranics in Saattie invelaing MCT gimast cost Rim his hidea,
and the smot money 5ays e il man will Boat Rim aut of fha WP
oot within sie months ar the nesxt screns-up, whichever comes fir,
B Sk

& Lross and Dovice hove hod several meelings while Fa's basan in
G wailing for e Foundation ta ghve him bis painting. Wy guass
i, fhak acal hatred for Knight is making fhem fiends. Wiatch for
Cnoas Techmologied fo Pave mucho dinero 1o spaend an some rew
products. Almost svaryons odmifs that the Big D had moee rmoney
squirmsled owiy thon the wil auggests, and | wauldn't be swpesed
if Cross gets soma of that secrat stosh

& Toady

'S E'?J‘,;

-

THE DRACO
FOUNDATION

Directon Madja Daviar

g & Headguarters: Federal District of
(=1 = y
Colurmbia
Frofile:
Almost  owernight, Madja
Daviar transformesd froem

Dunkelzahn's anfractive spokes-
maclel and mouthpiece to one of the
most powerful and Infuential pecple In

the waorkd, In addition 1o being appointed

Vice President of the UCAS by President

Eyle Haeffner, Daviar was also made executor of

Dunkeleahn's considerable estate. This position

placed untold billions of nuyen in her care as Chairperson and
Head af the Draca Foundation.

The Foundation's purpose |s 1o Carmy out the instructions and
intent of Dunkelzaln’s st will and testament. ."u.n:tl:lrrlmgl_l,.'. the
Foundation™s Board of Trustees has sole power o dispense the
reganuyen rom the dragon’s estate according fo the require-
mienis wet forth in the will. Who decides IF someone meets the
requirements? The Draco Foundation. that's who—specifically,
the board and the executor, advised by an army of Icg.al £E TS,

The Draco Foundation also handles Dunkelzahn s estate and
the oy hie willed to Madja Daviar, which ghees them consider-
able resources to Invest In companies, causes and progects that
“further the wark ol our noble founder,”™ & Daviar recenthy put i,
The board votes on all swch matters, and in that respect works e
ary other megaconp.

B According o ol the information avaloible, Doviar hos aliésady
appointed e sk boand membes, al behasen August 21 and
Apgust 31, 2057, The ward 5, the Big D et her o Bt of ol o
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choosa Tnom, Dul no ard knows Bow mony pecple she asked of
how g the bst s (e Big D ssems o hove et nothing to
chonoe.) 5oy | couldn'f come up with more info thon the nomes,
Byt I'm surg v I hisar maone aboiut ol Hrese faks in fre meor Tufune
B Caphain Chans

Transmithed; Septamoar 1. 2067 af 14:21:24 EST

Chalrperson and Head of the Draco Foundatbonr Madja Daviar
Vice-Chalrperson: Aina Dupree

Board Member: Frank Hardy
Board Member: Milo Caerda

Board Member: Midor Kanemaisu
Baard Membern Manoel Torres
Board Member: Crace Friel

The first meeting of the Draco Foundation, comvensd to @o ower
ez nubes and the will with a herd of Loayers, is set for September
Ird to Movember 10, Beginning in December, the Foundation
board will cormeene for one week beginning on the 3rd of every
manth. If wou need to talk to the Foundation. make your appaint-
ey oAy, Time slods willl be awarded on a frst-come, Arst-served
bl or in order of Imporance (0 be determined by the
Feurdation. natch).

® Who the ragging drek ane fhete people? How da theay rafe the
power fhey' v been Fanced? 1've newvar eard of any of thami
@ Solomon Gundy

B vou will, chumboy, Sooner of later, wou wil
@ Lo Macuiss

THE GUNDERSON CORPORATION
Presbdent/CEC: James Johan Harvin |r.

Headquarters: Miami, Carbbean Lﬁsu{

Business Profile:

Well diversified and solidly inanced, this baby megacoep is a
fisk-taker, going for the cred whene no other company would,
Mast of their wild gamibles pay off, which allows them to buy
more resources and try yet another crazy scheme, CEQ Harvin s
& gambler In a sult. which is probably why Dunkelzahn Tked him.

Principal Divisions:
Dbdslon Mame: Montclair Industries

Divislon Head: Dr. Albert Church

Chief Products/Sendces: Montclair specializes in the manufac-
nwre of precision machine parts. fool and die work for one-of-a-
kird iterms. experimental prototypes. and 2o on.

Dbdslon Mame: TransSes

Divislon Head: Barbara Powers

Chief Producis/Sendces: This division handles cross-ocean ship-
ping and importing, long-term storage and cthier such stuff, much
of it for TGO s ofher subsicliaries.

Divislon Mame: Atlantic Securiny

Division Head: |ames | Harvin |r.

Chief Products/Services: Atlantic’s people ane the security guys.
In addition 1o working with TOO s other divisions, they provide
armed protection for ships, dockyards. and such in the Carib Gull
Area |a thankless job, @iven all the piracy and smuggling going on
down thesre),

© Haz anybady else raliced that the freclking CED 5 parsonaly in
charge of the guys with the gurs?
B May Dora

B And how Ao They et crecy with all thot block ice™
@ Syurfin’ Boba

8 Wise up. gieabs, they frogging WM Momi, What Bn't in their
pocket ik in the pocket of somebady aba who'sin thei pocke e
catera o froggin® cetara, You wonno seck air in Momi? 15 wil
maka a peofit oft it Mo drek

@ Porrctheod

@ Thot's why sencus sheat cima & 50 low—tor the Denetit of the
tounsts. Hapoy Tfournst moke Miarme ook good, and hal makes
T=C ook good. The locak con occasionolly pat awoy with ok
bing o founst who's dumb encugh to shiay into o 2ipzane o the
cveflown sprcred. Bul bt one bod. o kil ane® & few days katar
Aflantc Securty hos an "accident” in which 9 plane ful af
nagam croshes anock an fop of the home of the chumman who
rums thie ang fhot oced the poor cut-of-fowniens. Blom! & whole
blsck goes up in laomes, ard no fire engines or Doc Wagan
matdles omve wntil 13 osnes-to-ashes time. Aflontic only neadad
i do thot ane or twice before the Iccals storted gesling each
cthier fo stop their meighinoes froem mclastin kot Gul-0-10wn shesn,
Ity Feap o waurs B a very simple aquafian, eoshy sobasd by most
Ifarorms mong advanced thom o sakanmaon’s burddlahcney, Lsad
fo e awhile bock thal you camed a mog in Mami or you got
geakad, MowQDRays, M some seohors of tha Oty anly o tourst con
et cul aive ard relatively wihaks,

@ Comgl Reafar

HUMANIS POLICLUB
Leader Unkranwn
Headquarters: Linknown

Profile:

I know | said im the California Free State post that | didme
want to promote these skags, but for the sake of raising aware-
ness |'m giving them a slol. The Humanis Policluly (and all af its
related spaswn] has become a force o be reckoned with fallowing
the presidential election, and forewarned i forearmed. 5o

please—post what wou know,

@ Humsani & a réeal miked Bag. Sorme of e polichiln’s Dranches in
the L AS ond ebewhang ane no more dangemys thon fe Mosons
of The Rotamord, Ty ne just plosas for g:ll}d ok bBeows kO hiong ot
clrirk Baer ond play diorts. Than thar's fhe aress fhat are poitical-
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v active and awane. They crganize prabasts, knbby loco govenn
manis o Tprotact hiuman ighis” and "l:.||'lr Fhia matchunmion "ape-
cial infees! groups ” Ther membeship fenc 1o be o lof moe
browladgeonle and usuolly batter-oif financioll. which brings
e wome decent donalions 1o Dokt on 16 appmesed concickaies
and Couses

Lashy, freare arg fThe redl lonalics, e crazy splinfer groups:
Alamos 2, Human Maticn. the Order and simibor nutcoses, Thasa
are the hand-cone militants o i.:i".=|ll‘-'|= e Pioes who -"_llgfll'li.llé
wricin mioks and plant bomos in places bnowen io cohes to metahiu
mars. Unlike the pubic face of Humonis, e groups ore fataly
llegal ond borned in mast civilped naticrs, Their ieodersnip and
".:l-‘_'JGl'll..."l_"l'HSI'l B Oy ko, Bul The Theeats fle hos some infer-
mstng dirt an Alamas
B Windires

B Tha Humares Poiciun has no ossociabion with farcriste of ony
kird. We are g peaceiul aganizalion deveded ha palitical change
ong e protechon of tha nghts and vowuas af ardnany humons
Wi ook Oul far our cwn Because no ore elis, The UCAS govern-
merit and the major coponations ncluded, seams wiling to do 5o
B Brofhwar o

B Fragging drek-aoting aps nl-.;|r5-| welna ket this e the Boandd?
0 Hoze

B | did. cfwrmimer.
lagt usar Just ke amyong elss, Shodowland it suppossd 10 De O
phace whera infodmation B fres Thol includes dormalion
don't tka. Ty 1o confine yourseles to the focts, everyone. ond
ks 1he r'-'_1"'r_=-l_'-'_1|r'-:_:| ofl the Badard or | eyt JusE e your
accass prvilepes

B Caplan Choos

Tronsmitted: 7 Septembsar 2057 of 1003452 (E5T)

ey ral like what! he hes b soy, Bl he's a

Ly -]

@ Hurmanis Fas no real orgoniped leodership af s moment. Each
chapiar of the ongontzaion & technicaly g seporaie antity, The
poaiclul adapled his 1ochic in Burops ba kéesn nalicnd OMEIT
miants nom shutting fream dom endingly,. Local govermmeants Can
bBan the anganizadian from ther doorsheps, bl thol doess '] affect
tha ocfhar independent groups alsawhens, 50 the indspanckant
ool gruchere keeps the HP oround. Bul hos ass kegl i scotbenssd
and unfoousad, With the emergence of demagoguas ke
Brackhorvan who con malbiize a kot of suppaf acnods. Group lires
theat lost ot may Bbe sforhing 1o change Arace yourseves for
mone ofgoniped activity from the HP in Fra future

0 Manornaiia

@ Hurmani rmembenstip fook a huge Bap wilh e seclion
Mambership in Seoitie alors s up somathing lke &) percent, The
pobciun did a lot of adweridng and lobbying clong with
Brocldrerven's campoion. To everyone s amoeemaent, Kenmyg-Doy's
Huarmanis Hes ddn't Crippha Rl compoign winen the word got our—
frieag, they hordly gove Birn 80 moch o8 a slubibed Toe. Riosl
mietahumiors didn't like him much in e it ploce, ord o lof af
FUMTEINE wane wiling to ovanock a Itfke excess hashness howand

"1

“rretohurnan scurm” inexchange for whot trey 50w Q8 Sormeons

who suppored thair “dowr-home” vaues. Brackhoven coma
ety |IE|5;I-.';|i"rQ CICEE 10 wWinning, Muc h ton close for my comibort
8 AR

8 If isn't Brackhoven shl powrerful political
TChine Docking hirm, ond | eoulon't s supetsed If Fe tOREs
anoiher shat at the bap dod m 20600 He mighd jusl mokes i, boa, i
Hoeftner fums ouf 1o e g dsoppointrmant fo ol tha Jrogon-fang
whie woled lof DunksEobhn st Becauie he wis winy diffesant iom
e sRotus Quo

© Roiko

ILLUMINATES OF
THE NEW DAWN

High Magus: Fosilyn Hernandez
Headguanters: Federal District of Columibla

owar yal nas o

Profile:

Based in the bogey Boroom nelghiborhood thar is also home
to Ceorgetown University in the UWCAS capitol, the [lheminates are
a hermetlc magical order with considerable influence and—
allegedhy—magical power at their command. Their most ilustri-
os member is thelr own High Wgui. former presidential candi-
date Dr. Rozilyn Hermandez., The membes of the arder include
the cream of academic and compaorate mages from the sumound-
ing area and across the magor cities al the LCAS. The @roup is st
up like & private clulr and maintains quite the “obd boys Gand gids)
riztwark” for its members and their friiends

The llluminates are devobed to utopian ideals of technologg-
cal and maghcal progress working hand-in-hand to Improve te
lod of humanity. They suppan ag@nessive research and develop-
ment programs, corpomte incenthves, progressive soclal pro-
grams and equal Aghts hor the Assakened.

Membership s organized into two groups. The Outer Oinder
is made up largely of mundanes, mostly politcal suppomers and
wvarious social-climbers looking for the thrill of belonging be a
“real” magical ceganization, along with some real mages walting
1 b admitmed noe the Inmer Order. The nner Order s entirely
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F" i .

" i '_L{
,:;lggp LAVERS

—

made up of mages who have been inidated into the @reater mys-
teries. Fough estimates place the membership of the Outer Order
at around 3000; the Inmer Order is a few hundred ar most
acconding o the best available guesses. (Like any good secret
ciganization, the Inner Clrcke keeps its reconds private. |

The Grard Lodge in Foggy Bottom is only a few miles from
the university campaus and s supposed 1o house one of the Anest
hetrnetic libraries in Momh Amenca along with all the amenities
neeced for hlsh-lcvel ritual weaakings,

@ That's an understatement. Bumor hos | thot the basemsant ond
sub-bosarment leveds of fne IDMDs Grand Lodge hove space 1o
corcluching rhual mogic on g massive soake; slobonate hamatic
cifches mang thon tasalve meters in diometer. akchemical lebona-
hares for cranking ouf madcak, felishes and ol sorts of Abeal mabe-
ezl andd o tuly equipped anchanting shop of hwo

& Horkes

@ 'vie g0 Peeord Thot fhe IDRD Ros some sails Bound ingide con-
pAng cincles in tha deapast evels of the Lodge Powsariul SO,
which ang alagadly hedd frene by he colleclive magica might of
e ordlar 1o camy cuf the Dedoing of the Hgh Mogus and har
uraderbngs. 1's besn womd thot the lluminoies will pay handsamsdy
for informmabcn oot ree sptts and thair trus nomeas so they can
iy b lmingd and condnal them.

@ DeaCaaill

B Wt weoukd ey wond all iease spiris for? Sourds fo me ks e
¥R i8 E-'Ell'lil'lﬂ U 3 it annng
@ Colisira

@ The Buminctes meghl kak lee a stufty acodemic social chio an
popar, bt they ane g gyl o al ander ot the tiest ronk ol O MOCe
to B repchonesd with, Theny kessn fher oclivifies guiel, Bl fhea's
been ok about several inckdences of “moglco wior® bsing
deciored bBebween e lluminoies ond other magical adens
oroind the wand.  seams nat ol the ks ploy wal fogether in the
rragical sondboy. T IOMND howe clashed with Qroups like the
Cirdo Maxims ond the Black Lodge in the past, ard probokaly wil
I'.‘ll;!fl'"". Ty akd hod some kind of DIcwcu with some I'I'IGI;-CC"
orciar from Tirma rl:.;-g awhike back. nat long before the eection.
@ Miz Tick

® The Biock Lodge is o bogeymaon story, They e about a5 real os
Hwr morsters widdir iy Béd, 1Dm ameaiéd FRall soime o wol pecdks
belayve asandhing thot gats postad hara!

0 ShevakdE

@ How A0 pou ki Tere gt monskans uncss your bed (hah-
Fiabrhab?
© Fangs

@ A couple of the mome interesting bits of slection folicud

Herrencles's new Warld Magicol Order realy gigued the cwiosity
ol 5o the miagas ond shioman n Tie Toinmgine. In fact, B Coundil
al Princes will be deciding redl soon whethan 1o olko the K20 1o

oCtively opanota within thieir Dongers (which mokes an aven Digoer
Sivigion Puabeassn e T ondd el elven kindiéd in Burcoa). Lat ma
st sy, thiough, Bral 'monet sune tng KIMD B nearly 08 powarful ag
wiol Ol SUGeEr. | Jom'T 588 any evidence To supapord Thod

0 Moge-o-mahic

@ The lluminates have a Bcrel agenda—Iney want 1o collect as
much mojc a5 fhay <on “'I'B\I' hirg nynrars 10 T eCoNel f'l'lllﬁl:lj
arfifacts and foci fram compaliton ead: ofher mogca groups),
Thiey stole one of tha Atlanteon Foundation's loftest finds from the
Faundalion’s dig sile in Surmatia. Evarglhicg they get fhair honds
on disopoeans info e coults of the Grand Lodge. never o be
SEEn Ogan. What hey'ra ﬂﬂll"lg Wil all od i | Perve mo e, Bl
vou con bet s nothing good

D Mogirhes

@ The IOMD & ako very interesiad in the mofher ixde of magical
ferms in Cunkelzahn's wil. They'wa probooly arsady got ogents
out thene looking 1o tock down evenything manticnad in the wil,
as vl as &riffing oul all urmons of ather ifarms Aol mentioned that
rw' Mice! Tkaly bslong 1o the Draco Foundation (ehich s prach-
Soalby pugoed] e 1o s iy donamiosr Dol aa),

& [alkan

@ | rear that the Feds colied in same of the lluminates 1o halp
'I'""-'“E'lrg'i:l‘E e rrsancetcemn Sver Dunkelzahnn's dearm site., Thasy il
reren't figunes oot what it is, but ¥ Fheme's some way e IORD
oo bensadit frorn it, fhey I fing it

O lovoalan

B Thig Rever Canbuny Party (0 wholy-owmed subsichany of the I0MD,
foe thoss wihnd hodn 't figured fhat out alneacly) phons on heming its
mire successiul compaign affices (he ones near coleges) info
ul-Ecan regicnol Feedouorars on the Bdg it pargde: Boston
racr BAT&T, Universily of Chicago, and Seaffie. | olso Mear they'd
ove 1o be considerad o iegol polficol porty in the CAS, ond o
apsn up on aflice in Atlonio

B DT Insickes

8 vepoh, protabdy right e to Fhe Atlanfecon Faundabion.
8 Takan

& zocd rogging ck. The Mew Lenfur’'s got legol troubles—
sormee of her areody-esicbished “regonal headgquarters” ane
oecoming nosty pains it Dutt for tha porty foundars. Soma
chapters filed o lawsuil agairst fhe founding onganization, alleg-
ng avarything fom msse of collechea funck 1o nat w=Iying
"Fleaie” Dalons I'I'ICIH"I-Q tham jurmg 1|'II'D'...l;|'I hoops

0 Polibci

8 ‘Which & wivy e IOND hos Bessn laking pains kbely 1o point cuf
that it's o separote angonizghon from e Mew Cenfury Party, Tha
fexcr thaal leds of lluminoles arg alic MCPF meambes bl down o
“coincidence.” I'd gusss tha IOKND & tokng no chonces of galing
rif by flvireg shvapnal f the New Cantury implodes

0 bciondales
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@ Look for Foghm to try for an appointment to e boand of the
Cunkekahn Irstibute for Mogica Research. 'd say she’l hove 1o
Q0 smE ways to peove fo Doviar that she BnCH o rmegolkodmonios.
& Slicon Moge

THE JOHN TIMMONS MEMORIAL FUND

Director: Anne Penchyk
Headquarters: Federal District of Columbia

Profile;

A provision of Dunkelzabn's will established this fund,
designed to further the cause of metahuman rights, racial harmo-
my and all that drele. In a surprise move, Dunkelzahn apparenthy
specified Anne Penchyk (o head up the Fund. She recenthy accept-
ed the offer and is already working on making the Temmons Fund
a rmajor force for metahuman and awakened Aghts in DeeCee. Her
other pet project. the pro-women's rlghrs Empowerment
Coalitlon, Is officially operating under the auspices of the Timmaons
Furid &% of & week or 50 ago. [Inher-rﬁﬂngly rnl:lu_g;h M=, Penchyk's
fellonw Coalition founders allowed her o fold their baby organiza-
tion into the Timmons Fund without so much as a polite discus-
slon, They must all be eally good fiends ... )

8 Panchyk fought the good fight after har unning mate. Gen.
Frankin Yeats, was assisabed duing e presidendial campoign
by “unidendified feroist ogants.” She fock up Yeats montle as
presidential candidate and mode a goed shewing of i despile o
Iof of bad prass and death threats from hate groups ke Humonis,
8 Gobiin Boy

B Buldrelk. Dunkelzanm watl Dehind The [l an Yeabs, and this
femonal Fund & some kind of posthumous povoff to Penchvk,
Wty wios the only candidale with the credenticls and the suppart
io bet the dragon, 5o Dunkelpahn hod him cocked. Moming the
tund affer Jobe Timmons & just the dragon's idea of a joke, oo
sderng he peobably hod Timmors offed foo. Those who ke by
the saond

0 Gosip Heund

0 Scery, Hound, but thaee's no evidence thot the drogon was
bahind the hit on Yeols In fact. there's no evidence at all that |
krcw of. ‘Wholever there i, the UCAS government bos got i
Erked nedl good, Yo Son bet i owosn't Thamornist GQEI'IH.- it
Bevcnd al nobody kncws rathiry

8 D insicies

@ It's far mome bely thot whoever Rt Yeobs olso fook cud
Cunkakahn and nigged e wihals 56 alaction in the frst ploce.
This puppsst-rmastan ane gething Soppy and too much of el wiork
& soiing, ot tine brurh wil cul.

0 Lore Gunman

0 Arre Penchyk & one compeient poltico, ond she's soid out
nght thiot she Inhends 1o moke the Timmons Fund a kind of urnbnek
o onganization for all e voariows metahumony seokersed Aghts
Foups out tngra like Mk, the 8447 ond the MNAAAPR The

Emponsanment Coolifion s just the staf. She's ol the morketing
plan and the businass sansa—it only ramains to be ssan i sha can
et al the ather groups ta tall o Bne

& Bitter Lerman

@ Srnort move, making the Empowerment Coalfion part of the
Timrmicns smcral Fund, That Wiy, she I;'E“"i o Tuninel F‘Eﬂrﬂﬁlﬂn'i
ash ta her women stights group—ond b felkow founders ane
STy anough 1o kniow thiat

B Cornile

B Bha's cless rescaived a couphe dosen dedalb Precls rom sorious
ant-meta, onil-dwakenad growps since she took ower os direcior
af the Tuncd, (0K, 30 | resad a Baiter habby Fan I&ﬂﬁr'lg il -
phe's mal} Seams some peapla just orant comfortabils with the
ickeo of o Ofk wWOrsan hﬂl.lil"lﬂ Gl Tl ponasar,

€ Black-Eyed Suzon

@ | serse g shodow-wir boming betwean the Humons Policiub
an one side and the Tinmons Fursd and all Thss i ﬁ“E‘Tﬂ-ﬁQI’IrS
groups i mpresents on fha ater, Mow mane thon evar, i#°5 impor
fant to kncey who your Johnesom & D"ﬁw‘Eﬂ"‘@ [+

B O Inskdor

@ Who cores, o long as the cred B good? It it comes down fo o
fight batwean the HF ond e metarights hpes in Deslaa.
Huraris will Saughber them. Paschyvk had better hove an sstia
couple of Qoes up har skeave T e pharg 10 sundyve in hed new ol
tor lang.
B Fanrs

& Chom't wiorny—she does
B ey

MANADYNE CORPORATION
President: D, Caralyn Winters
Headquarterss Boston, UCAS

Business Mrofile:

A major up-and-comer In the feld of thearetical and applied
rhagic and magic-related services, Manadyne drass much of s
talent from the campuses of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and Thavmaturgy, Harvard, Mortheastern University,
Boston Liniversity and numercus ather colleges in the area of the
Boston Metroplex, The company has patented tons of spell
designs and different magical cechniques owver the past few yiears,
Its miost recent business coup: picking up several UCAS and CAS
government contracts following the disastrous outbreak of insect
spirits in Chicago, Manadyne has been working on anti-bug mag-
ical countermessures, advanced warding techniques and sophis-
tlcated metaplanar expborations,

Company CEOQ Carobm Winters. is a talented magician and
gracuate of MITET s doctoral program In thaumatungy. in addition
to hokding an MBA from Brosn University, OF course, Dr. Winters
can rarely take time from her administrathee duties te wentune into
the lab these days.
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THE PLAVERS

@ In pddition to the monay Dunkekohn aleady nvestad in them
Manothyrss is a ikely candidote to pick up some of Fwe atfer mog-
col goodies in the drogen's wil, They'we got o maogicol &G
dapartrnent thort sheals some af the best at the megooops. 1'd say
anly Arimchnalagy ar moybe Mitwihoma con egual them, They'ne
e o Come un with some of e patants that the will Salls Toe
arcd that’|l boxast Frarm ight cut of sight

@ Aroch

& Don't b= foo sure of that. Chummer, | kot Tor o Tack fhat Lone
Har's Poranormal Branch (B DIPS are solivaling af the dea of
getting ther hands on all thot monsy,. They |l be wiorking doibks-
firme Te ey o pul &1 sorne af imose rhogis ficks fird.

0 E-Stor

@ Yach. ard tha CIPs oso hove the odvantogs of being tha ones
who police svanyone eke's I'I'I-’.'IQI'\:I."II activily, Arsgane wort 10 et
Loree Shoe's gonno moks Q Dig pash for more magicol regukabcm
r"'rl:lLl;H'lGur thair many junscictiors? bone ||CE|I'l5i|'ri;| e 1E"51'il'||;.
moes Bursaucratic red fape 1o fie up ol e magicians sacept the
orEs D WOk for Lone Shar 10 ket them QET g heod shart on any
project where they fink they hove a chance:

@ BlockSicne

@ Monodyne b saomething of o ore-note compony. They don't do
ek ihat En'f magicol i ors way or ancther. TRal invakees o sari-
ciE spacklpatcn of ialant thal tands 1o limit them in o ot of ways
B Crgoheart

@ True, Bul e mogical Talend s st e core of their openafion
Morodyre olic ampiloyvs O huge suppar stoff for clencal, security,
odminiiration. accoundig ond 3o on. jush ke any offher comp
Thery olso Fove g far rembes of mundone mogicol theonists ond
odeph o Dock up their high-level magical staffers. They don'?
hove the breadth of o megocorp, bt they're vary good at what
Ty o

@ Rpd

B Carclyn ‘Winbers is ore copobike moage and a very shamp ladky.
e bult the company up harsal from o olddy-disk mogleal con-
sulting businéss. A lal of psaplé ay power and success hove
madke har distant, bt she shll gets down in fre trenches from tima
o fime b pesreealy superdite sames of The Sompaiy's projects
and get to know her empioyaas She cormes o kot of rasponsHEry
an her shouldars, bl she Beors it wel

@ Manalionedimanodyne ucos Dos

@ Somy, Diars, bt | beear that Winfes hos been acting deiort the
peel couplke of wean bacause the's not harsal iraraly. [Hurmar
haas it thot Dr Winders hod a fakal summoning occcdent, in owhech
e wios eplaoed by on anima gpirt that ossumead her Toem Thie
it i shuclyving people, bl i deesn't hows the ool down Der-
fechy ond there are sl gaps in is knowisdpge, The boord of
khanadyre krows aboul The seileh But doess 't want fo endanger
g company by revealing tha tnath

0 W st

Q I'va heand fhe sarms S0y, Wolker, Bul | doe't Mink | Buy it Afer
Durkakohn’s imestmants in Manodyne ware revealad, plenty of
peopte sSorted claiming that Winter wae o deguised weshern dog-
on and ang of the Bg D's miniors. st becouse someons
Cl'll:il"i;ElE a litle after becoming presicent of a FI.IQEIP JLCC T
Business desssn’ |t mesan by re podkeised.

& [, Bunkear

2 ‘Wintars s on inssct spint, Think atout t=it mokes parfect seres
She storfed acting different something ke s monits Defons 1he
wincike Bug City thing went down, and now her cop s handing all
kireds of mcagical g1 faf the gowernmant invobdng Chicago. Whab
batiar ploce for the bugs to start faking ower?

D Tigar Faux

0 et ogrp. Tiger Attar Chicoge. peope ans seaing Dugs every-
wiare. Don't you Ihink e BCAS roggin’ govennmen] would
chack cuf somathing like that?

O 0. Bunkes

0 Who sos Thesye're sman BN 1o spat Eu!:_il':' Thia Theeals Mk
sayvs the bugs ane patting baettar at hiding themsehess. How can
wee ki Tor sure? Take my odvice, st mo ore

2 Tigar Faux

MEGAMEDIA

Presldent "CED: William Welsh
Home Offlce Location: Seattle, LICAS

Business Profile:

One of the major players on the simsense soene, MegahMedia
dioes a bit less in trideo and print despite the all-encompassing
name. Hit hard recently by the California simsense corps, they've
mowed into research on other wuses of simeense, espedally a8 a
therapy tool—biofeedback and the ke,

& Magahtedio's best known for puthng oot oll the Buphonic sims
Thigy v Fane downhil since -e-!}Cll"Gf fha Hve Mastars
8 [Haid

B Wasn't Euphona's real nama samething-Lockbert?
8 Shudiotech

& Just what we naed, Ancthar amataur nnning g conglomeanabe
Il hos irdboesrese,
& Crus

MEYNT-ZAI INDUSTRIES

President/ CEO: Victoria Meyni-Lai
Home Office Locatbom: Omaha, Mebraska, UCAS

Business Profile:

Meyni-Lal Industries is the brainchild of Richard Zai, the man
who brought to fruition the terrhodopsin memony sysiem upon
whilch all comiputers have been based since the mid-"208. He was

NUMHELZAHNN S SECHETS



one of the ploneers who helped make the Interne-to-Matriz ran-
sition thirty years ago, and continued to uncover breakthroughs in
computer architecture untll his death in late 2041, His wife
Vicharia, the ather hall of MZI, carrfied on where her husband had
left off, though not as solidly on the bade of echnology as the
compary was with Zai at the helm.

2 Fhio-whot-sin”
O Mewbie® 1033361632 1 5EUCASOL.COM

@ Tre prafein memory in yow deck (or furtle, wholever you've
Qo) Terhodopsin reploced dhcon os the shoroge dewice ot
choice. Light-harvesting profein molecde: coled foocheioter-
rhiocdonsing' oot g the trodficrgl binory "0° omd © 17 indiecsatos. B a
particular spacing of green mser BghT & "Hred” trough [bese-opdic
cabde 1o shine omong of the molacidas, it is forcad o the Dinory
07 positicn ed Kaser EQI“-" forces it inlo the Dirase ™17 posilian. This
dregtically cut down the system log vpicaly genseated by slicon
chips. which nod b0 Ccormeart iﬁ“ ":l;l"lﬂh gazeryl rl"rcuugh aptica
cable inho pulies of aeciriciby thal would affect thelr own wason
of tha binany {1 switch
@ The Smiing Bandil

Shiking Again

Hal Hal Ho!

8 50, M Bondd, you're saying hal our campuler chips an like
prodein nows o somesthing? B it's lving miotier, wiowldn't I8 rof o
decoy?

0 Mewaie? 10EIE 1A S0 ASCHL T0

0 Aciucly, that used fo be o roblem until we mode significant
dvancas in genstech. TarhodopsEn B ociualy O "suges- protan,.”
a drasfic marpuiation of noturaly occuming rhodopsin, It was
designeac with shal-Hife in mend, ond & expacted Mo lost Fon aponos-
irmcrtedy fomy yean befone it detenombes. 50 ves, fafy yeos down
the Ina ol waant 1o Copy all your perhinent fles onic a brand-
EEANKInG-Mew Shafoge mearmory unil
@ Tha Smiing Bandit

Shrikirg Agpoin!

Hal Hal He

0 Supposady, 2o isn't deod. The word is that he goblinized in the
lata "30s and trat his decth wios faked, most ikaly Becauia Ded-
ple coukdn 't hondis Fhe o] thal evendhing they used on o daly
Dass come from thie dapths of some pood nog s mird

0 Congpir-l-Sas

B How do you Take o badin emoclam i rond al yourn own S
s P17

@ MamoDallurmipip oo brandes.edu

& viary canatuly’!
Conapi-Hoes

MINMHEL SHHII' S5 SELCHET S

PHOENIX

BIOTECHNOLOGIES

Presldent CECE [eremy Mewbhiing-Rinn

Home Office Location: Phoenix, Pusble Conporate Councll

Business Profile:

Phoenixn is Peeble's biggest non-computer-based corp. They
dio a lot of work in genetic engineering, infertiliny reatments., psy-
chopharmacology and magical medical techniques. and are just
staming to ook imo bioware. They also do a fair amount of “pure”
research, all government funded and most of it kept confdential
uneil Pueblo can profit rom i The cormpany is technically a sub-
sicilary of the PCC and the Peeblo government is the only major
shareholder, bul by & marroess mangin, Mewburg-Rinn s a4 pupper.
but he's got a hefty entourage of bodyguards—all physads, most
of thern female,

€ it Newburg-Rinn 5 o puppst, how does Fae abte probection lke
Thit? Physack don't esoctly grow an fness, 50 they oost. i they're
ary gocd, that b

8 Comile

& The toct that Dunkelzahn left Phoenix stuft in his will suggests
thers may be somadhing mone fo NMeswtiung Firn tan meeds the
eya. lima 1o go hunting ogain!

0 [Fikki-Tikki-Fore

PROTELS SLUBSYSTEMS
President/CEQ: Adam Caoines
Home Offlce Location: Des Moines, lowa, LICAS

Busine=ss Mrofiler

Adam Golnes was a young but eccentic owner of a linle
rmicratranics cormpany in 20 14 when be Awakened as a troll. Afrer
his change be acquired a reputation for puiting Immense empha-
55 upon names. adding the surnamse “sub™ fo the then-Proteus
Systemns and coming out with such products as the ~Adam
Srasher 3000° amongst other things. Mrotews Subsystems con-
tinues to push the emelope of microtronics Te.:hn.:lh::-gll:—s.. sedling
their prodects [0 research facilities and educational institutiors.

8 Mcrofnomics?
B My 103336163215 ARTL 0N

B Manigulafion of porticles o1 arormes o sub-aiomie aeabas,
8 The Smiling Bondit

Striking Agoin!

Hal Hal Hal

RELIABLE IMAGING

Presldent: Elhvis Presley (no, I'mnot Kidding—presumalily,
this skag is)

Headguarters: Atlanta (actually, iP5 the only space thoy ownl




These guys are working on development of a multi-phased
simrig. This company—just barely big enough to be called that—
has seven emiployees, The owner either has a sense of humaor or
Bareal parandid. Decause every search I've tried of cheir board of
direcbors lists Elvis Presbey (a musician some claim is still albve),
Jmeny Carter [a presicdent in the ald USA), Emral Flynn (a movie
attor back in the black-and-white days]. and Robert E. Lee {a LISA
Chil War general), All reconds that 've come up with are privane-
Iy s, According to the feasesheets, the simiig they're wark-
Ing an ks supposed fe affer the meat realistic simsense expenience
yel. Supposedly, it kets you program experiences and sensations
that are edther Impoeside or that ne one's actually undergone,

& Hore thee bl can pou do that? You need an Al e pull that off
@ Sutton

@ Moyoe that s wihal e funding is redaly for
@ Besry @ RAME bearmat

@ Good wok, CC. You have mone it fhan | do fand you
cmcked some A- 1 ice 1o gel thal much]. Alll know——from physical
chearvofion—is thotl the sewven emplovess af Reloble are hwo
muman makes (ons Dkack and aone while], afe wery abrocthee
given femake, one human female, one fioll namsd Eddlie. one
Back glagn moke nomed ooy, ond one cdhwearl. | Bcave nd ickeo
ey we aver ochualy met Dunksdzahn, but | knoss nons of tham
weret in DeaCae for the rmading of the wil.

@ Disie Cousin

SIERRA, INCORPORATED
Presldent: Arthur Vogel
Headquarters: Sacramento

How things change in a year. Arthur ¥Yogel, presidential can-
didste and rumored head of every eco-tefrodist group in the
wonle, recently agreed to head up Sierra, Inc. When the
anncuncement was made, Slera’s membership jumped by B per-
cent overnight! Looks like Sierra, Incorporated is tndng to break
aut of their image as a malnstream ervironmental organization.
Mary activists are confused, some claiming that Yogel sold them
aut ared others insineating that Siemra, g, is really a conporate
front meant to draw off members and mormentum from mare rad-
cal enviro-groups. Vogel claims that Sema’s main goals are just
what they'we abways said they ane: preventing ermvironmental
degradation and ensuring that people have free access to wilder-
ness areas, Vogel's hardball tactics throughout his years as an
aggnescive lawser, howeves, have wome people wondering how
long Serra, Inc, can enjoy the moral high ground it often claims.

0 | shill sy 8l &5 a front. Vogel sold cuf 1o ths man
B Graanddan

01I'm gonng have 1o change my fune an thate Fuys I"wiz fickden
Tam fof Deing wimpy and eormupl, buf now | want o see whot
Vogel doss with them, Hepaetully, he'll give team g much-reeded
i of afihude. And | realy con't wall 1o walch Afhur Yogel

walkimng doen the streats of Sacramento. | wond 1o Ba thare whis
M. Forfous Dhwarf sholk down the strest ignoing ol the “Mo
Matarumons” signe. That Il b2 woarth meee thas nuyven

B Landlubber

2 | rokd vou Theay were a frant far Sowe our Seos ond TemaFiss. ko
ane Delieved ma and now | AM VINDEZATED. | KNEW THE TRUTH,
B Shoeaps

B S5T0E SHROUTNNG! This pricvhas reathing. except thot 5 wonted g #-
e soice in their white breod
B8 Graanhian

TAN TIEN INCORPORATED
Presldent/CED: Sau-kok Chu
Home Offlce Locatlon: Beijing. Republic al China

Business Profile:

O of the few Chinese carporations. fo actually make it big
enough for anyone o take it seriously in the West, this outfie is a
surprisingly slick Frthe set-up that combines biological and com-
puter-based technologies. it's got a small staff, all competent and
well-trained professionals. Funmy. though— can’t find 2 magical
division anmywhere, not even security,

@ That's becousse ey e boacked by tongs, which ore wociferous-
¥ cti-mogicalanti-Swokensd
& atnoaal

& Shrange behowvicd il thalt's rue. The tangs tend to be magic-
Py
& Ching Dodl

TELESTRIAN INDUSTRIES
Presldent: [ames Telestrian [
Headquarters: Portland. Tir Tairngire

Business Proflle:

Telesirian is the galden child of Tir Tairngire corporations and
the most aggressive among them, with interests in just absst
every Culling-edge industry. The corporation is tightly controlled
by the Telestrian Bamily, who haold sirtually all of the corporation’s
siock as well as its measl important of foes, With their reputation
for ruthlessness, technological innovation and Inferest in Cuftimg-
edge advances, waich for Telestian to became a player in the
eltores (o snag some axtra cred from Dunkelzahn's will

B They e Qoing to have a hord firme of §. These seams 1o be no
v lost betaaan Tir Takbngire ard the Croco Foundotion—in fact,
the Foundarion arecdy seems 1o be going oul of its way to hock
aff ihe T gavernmant. After the reading of the wil. one of the fiest
things Doviar did wios sand an officicl meamo to the Cauncl af
rinces atking tham if they wanied to claoim the beaquast
Cunkedrahn left them=—ard saving she d be hoppy Fo arange on
ApaEonCe on WY Talk” Tor fham Ta kel all abowt their par
sardl hishones Meedhess to say, the Councll ongwaned with o fypi-
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cally Rghrlaned, Tancy-wionds wersion of "0 fiag woursal,”
B Dorkhoime

B Tedgstion sn't just in it for the money. He and ke kinfolk afe mone
interested in digging up information an some of the drogan's
magicol goodies, ke 1R ones rmenfiored in the will, o8 well g8 any
oiher frinkat: Durkeiohn might have hiod shashead away some-
wihara, Maturolly, amdhing ey Bam B immediohely possad on to
e Council of Frinces

a8 Burnim

B Tedesincn's cred i o8 good o8 anyang else’s. Chummars. ond
treny e hiring In the shodows Big tme. Treene just isn't enough tak
ent i ihe Porflond shodows o accommadate them., 50 Be on tha
kookout for the flonwer-eorters ba go miffing for culside folenit—prob-
o= E-‘I_‘l'l'll'lg with Saattie

B Lacas

UCAS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Here's a list of all the bigwigs in the FedOoy following the
election, in orgder of their succession o the presidency (just
because you never know who |l ged bumped off nextl. &0 che offi-
cials appointed by che Haeffner/Daviar ticket are not wet sworn in:
their appaintments are pending approval by Congress, 've also
gotten the names of the lucky people [hahl) chosen for the Scott
Commission, recently farmed o investigate Dunkelzahn's death,

Presbdent: Kyvle Haeffner {Dunkelzahn Indepencent)
Vice President (Mot swaorn Inj: BMada Daviar (Dunkelzahn
Inclependent)

Wis. Daviar's appoinirment |s awalting final House and Senate
approval, but Haeffner is treating ber as the VI on the (proDaby
accurate]) assumption thar Congress will approve her. (She may be
an unofficial suspect in Dunkelzahn's death, but 5o are a lof of
other people: 1o Dunkelzabn's pantisans, Daviar is the only possi-
ble choice to help mun the coumy. Besides, keeping the Veep slof
open will anly make things even bess stable than they already are,
and the last thing Congress wanls is more nots.) Thee Jussice
Depantrnent ks hobkding off on taking amy action until theywe
checked owt e activities on e l‘li,gl'lli of the assassination. [t
lodes, e Haefiner and Daviar will be the st witnesses o estify
D=l the SCott Comimission

Speaker of the Howse: Berty-|o Pritchard |Dem. |
President Pro-Tem of the Senater Arnold Humphries (Rep. )

Secretary of Stater Meil Hamblin

Secretary of the Treasury: Roger Tanaka
Secretary of Defenses Andrew Maykraniz
Anorney General: Mina Pantoralll

Secretary of Agrcubure; Robert Cermont
Secretary of Busbess: Anna Laws

Secretary of Resources: Modan Pulver
Secretary of Human Services: Annetie Sanches

e

I-I? E‘LI:I .

Surgeon General: Dr. Ignaz Yablonski
Secretary of Informatlon: Richard Chen

The Scott Commission on the Assassinatbon
of President Dunkeleahn Head: Richard Scott. Chief |ustice of
ther LICAS Supreme Court
Appolntees:
Sen. Dawid Ralph (Dem.. llinois)
Sen. Medissa Washington (Rep.. Maine]
Representative e Bummens (Tech., lowa)
Representative Sarah Lynn (Independent, Yermant)
Carla Brooks, advisos 1o fosmer Presicent Dunkelzahn and
Mresident Hasfiner
D Frazer Williarms, Director of Maglc and Qocult Studies,

Creorgetown Lniversity
Ceneral Steven Coe Bowling, former director of the ClA

Profile:

Mow that the dust has begun o settle from Dunkelzahn's
dagth—and all the athier craziness of the past two elections—:he
UCAS Federal Covernment is finally staming oo pull together, Hyle
Haeffner is the top dog of the UCAS, even though senty of peo-
ple think that ke might have been behind the assassination. The
big problem with this theory, of course, is the fact that Haeffrer—
and mest ol the ather major suspects—nhas an airtight alibi. The
politicos In DeeCee seem to approve of him, mosthy out of a
desire o put the election and the assassination comfontably
behing therm,

The Scoti Commission is based on the Warren Commission,
the body that met to determine the ina government say in the
death of President Bennedy In the 1960s, 1t's got prethy much the
same make-up, except for the sdditien of a magical “expen”, D,
Frazer Willlams, The first order of basiness for the Scotl
Commission is to inberview Haeffner and Dadar sometime In the
nExt week, 50 that she can get sseorn in ASAR Look for Ehe sswear-
ing-in to hagpen in mid- 1o late Mowember,

@ Hoeffrers alini means drek, He wouldn't hove dore the deed
himsa®, He wonld hove Rired iome shadowinners and a8 up on
airtight alibi, ke ony good e Johnson

8 Dragani

@ ¥poh, bul the same could be said of evany singia Digwig ond VP
whi wos at any of those incugunation porties that night. It could
Feaves Dean amons aor even Toggn’ avenyang who did In he
dnagon
B Cynic

B Evenyons knows whio s prescent now, and one Fhing | com say
=, | s clicdn' t wedes far e,
& Raemny Makin

B vou can't vote period, Remny.
& Bung
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B Hey, what alse are fake Sk far?
@ Rairry Martin

B ‘Woed o it thot st of Hoeffner's Cobiret appoiniments ans
fri ones Dunkelzahn was glanning 10 moke. Some of fram ang
wery ... interashing

8 [ Iricher

0 'l 3oy, Mok anly is Dorviar the first rmetahuman Vice Presidant, b
e Hosfinar Cabinet hos some of the first melabumnoss and mog-
ciars I those offices os wel, A Good thing. becouss the LCAS
governiment Is going to reed some good padpde 1o Balance ol
o increcsing influence of racist policiutos, The shamp ris@ in hote
crimeas recanthy cught to mokee esenbody Sweal.

0 Morr-cn-the-Run

0 For the record. Boo Cermaont & omoalf (nabch) card Mokan Puber
5 o dwerf. Yablondd & o mage and fomner Chest Fonsesc
Magician of Ssatie. in oddtion to being o medcal decfo
Evaryond alsa is humcn. Mabe: o e o frols in the Cabdnet, Can't
meE L Ly Tolks messing up those phofo aps, nght?

0 ook

@ Theat's Prue as far as i goes, Tuskey, DUt |5 Undarsacratanas el
neary holf the Sacrat Sarvice ogerts profecting the Prez ard
waarrhe-Be VP ae afks and troll, 1'd ey Bhat’s o major imsrce-
ment ower the zaro thot ware thene sx monffs ogo

i BACIRARY

@ intesesting to nofe fhat, for aoout eight months or 5o, Bathy-Jo
Fichard wias the de focto Prasident af i LCAS, filing in and
keeping Fings Together while fhe alection compaign was going
on. Tt niot anty miokes Pritchard the first female Presidant of the
UCAS ey dedoultd, buf probably one of tre most effective. Sharmse
she cdidn't biofhar o oy Rkl

0 Sam Eogledstarnneea.com

0 Bahwesn lost wear and this year's electiars, e UCAS govem-
mant 5 st as fragmenied ai ever, with the Houss ond Senate
divicked armorg sk or 50 pates—ond thot's rol Pcuding e red
finge groups. They ve Bean coopeanating with President Hosdfre:
o far bt the homsymoen wil soon be cver ond @venyong will Qo
pock fo business ot wboal. Erdless gidlock, aryens?

0 Faige

@ Rurnoe on thie streats of DeeCee is hal Davicoe'l pay Dig cosh for
oy imfe onowho kiled Cunketzahn, This Bn't conneched ta e
Draco Foundation, eifher. Supposedy, the point peson B Cong
Biocks, Big Os Head of Securty and Scot Commission expet. 50
urnars. shart ining up at the bock door fo fhe White Rouse-
fhaene’s cred 1o De made,

8 Tona-chan

@ And which of the 671 organizafions, Culfe ond fonatics wiho ver
i reaponsioiity ang vow going fo sfort wWith? You'l never gat

erough infarmaticn to figure it oul o gat ony cred, Let the drag-
on e dead and ga after tre good shaff—re big 1B of 1oys b e

[ai=lial -
8 Grocgrng

& On lhe inlemalional fromt, azion hos doutked the guord at s
DeaCaa ambossy and mecoled ity ambassadorn (F you can caoll
samee  midk-awsl mrﬂchnm-::g,- MaNogEr an amsass0con The
WAN councils hoee o siording appaintment with Hoafires and
Davicar, bt the Prez and acting WP hove mefised fo mast them
until shee's baen peom in. Alanta seers 1o be waiting wnbil hings
coal dewt [y Guess B hey want halp wib fhei liFie
ArtachnologyiSan Antania gratlem, Buf they don’t wonk 10 ook
tac pushy). Tir Toimgee has asked fo spock with Hostner aboul
“rmiiuca pIEI:IlHITE CII"IE{'HI'IQ Bofh reafions,” it ey rahsse bo miest
it Carviar is fhane, Hoaffner soys that's mal an oplion. The CF5 s
gz icksa wihat's Boarg an {as usgal, and asenac s 5o migved that
thiay don't howe to deal with o drogon tral theywe relozed ther
super-tighl bamder patrots. Other nations hoee send Shelr regands
and will probcioly mest with Bhe Prez when things setla down, Tr
riea g hiess shawn o infenest in LS AS atfairs (though Hhink they'd
have hod o kot of interest in playing geiting-to-know-youw if the Big
D weaag ghll i e White Housa)

B D Insicker

& On the corparabe frant, ativer fran the parsonal meahngs wikh
Darmien Knight and Lucken Cross, Doviar bes kepd all the Dusines
meatings within e purdes of the Drocoe Foundotion=—though |
hecs sha’l b meating parsonolby with W Lung-ihes of Woking, Ino
Loberyr baas been corspicuous by his oDaenca. though my gues &
he moked his presence el repardiess. Hoelfner hos peesardaly
assuned Richand Viliers thal they wil meat 1o discuss ovanal eco-
nomic plans Tor the LKCAS cnce things sedihe dowr. Viliee appears
wary upsal thal Dunkeizahn played the uimate joke on hirm &y
micking Miss Lanker g Renraku baord member, Dut on the other
Feard Fe's happy to hove gotten 0 oigoe: plece of the Fuchi pie.
By piesss s hia's Faking e anger fa appasase nis Jopaness port
mere BMCT heas wat to ocknowiedge fhe new Prer—ien o one
theey re walting to see how deep in wilit Ares he & betone mang
ary shatermeant. It's no secrat that they wanted Brockdhoneen 1o win
s treaf they could push far major esparsion of iIndusiry in Saotte
orud The rast of the UCAS, Yomoteisu emoraced fhe whole diog-
on-os-Preg thing n o big woy, and hos oregdy put out o press
redeaie stating that it wil help the now Pree and the UCAS Qo
ernmant in ory way posibks. Of counss, anyvona with o single
tunchicning broin cell knows s is @ ke, but it plays wall in pubic
Ferroku and Stcowate ae in holding potterns, wailing 10 a8
what the rest 0o before they decide which way 1o jump. Renu
15 nu_rhng e most Decause of the Milas Lorier oedl

& Tha Chromied Accounbant

"I ol aoul doldlans ond sarss”

UNIVERSAL OMNITECH

Presldent: Hamilton Grimes
Headquanters: Vancouver, Salish Shidhe Coundil

ODUMNMHELZAHM'S SECRETS



Business Proflle:

Thaese are the pecple who brought you a revolution in biotech-
oy, Lnbversal Omnicech weas are of the first corparations fo per-
fesct sormee of the artificial biclogical mplants—rthat's “bioware™ o
most of you—that have become so popular loday. They plonesred
research inte genetic modification and development of ress-and-
mproved replacement pants that work better than the originals.
Under the guidance of such luminaries in biotechnology as Dr.
Earen Martin, Universal pushed iself to become a major second-tier
comporation and one of the Best in its Reld.

@ Universal hos far too many divisions craund the workd o go indo
frem all here. They mecently acguired the failing Ingerse
Adquaculture in the Pocific Morthwest, ond hee plors to mefurkish
the comp ond DouUr Some moanay info aouoculture food orodue-
fian Sewvernd of Fw major aguacuiune and agribusiness inberssts in
Calfornia ora nong too pleasesd withs Fat idea

B CC Roidar

@ | hear Universal is Bard af work on some kind of foiced-claning
project o produce Wioble. complefs clames. Locks ke theyra
Qoing for some made of Hhat dragon bounty. Plan on Bogene o
anather bioteach comp hitting them omedime soon

8 Chimand

8 A bat's rot fonget the infameus Project Infinity
& The Smiling Bandit

Stikirg Again!
Ho! Ha! Hal

@ ki Bandil, | thoughd we aogreed not to discuess this in pubsic,
0 KAM@uniomnl 550,00

VISIONQUEST ENTERTAINMENT
Presldent/CEC: Holly Brighton
H-qul.hl.l'lem Lake Louise, MNAM

Business Profile;

VisionQuest Enferfalnment s made up of most of
Dunkeizahn's former “toys —vanious compankes ano establish-
rents that the dragon used largety for his own entertainment and
as & means of furthering his absesshve interest In metahurmans.

Divishon Mame: VisionDuest Theme Park

The campany is centered around the VisionOuest Theme Park
in Lake Loulse, which served as Dunbelzabn's “laic” for several
decades pefore the beginning of his Presidential campaign. The
park i 4 combination of real-life and vinual-realiny environments
that allow visitons o play in 4 paeudo-medieval Bantasy land hull of
knights, wizards and princesses, Be warned, however, that a drag-
on=0r indesd, any existling paranormal species—is mever the bad
Buy (alk about political correctness!), The park is one of the most
popular bourist spots im0 Morth America, rivaling Fun City In
Califrmia,

.n"... 3
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Division Mame: VisionQuest Studios

VisionCuest Studics, the company’s other main branch, pro-
duces the sophisticated virtual-reality technology wsed in the
therme park. VisionCueest's labs turn our some of the finest sim-
sense hardware and soffware on the market, and what began as
firthe mode han a hobby for Dunkelzahn tuened Into & significant
source of income in the years before his death.

VistordQuest is largely owned by Holly Brighton, the reporter
wha interviewsd Dunkelzahn when he first appeared in Denver in
2012, Since then, Brighton has been a fiend and professicnal col-
league of the dragon.

2 Park aflendoncs af Vidoneusst hos boomed since e wyrm's
ceeath; I've heard of of lecst a cougle of "Dunkelzatin sightings”
trssa Jlneachy.

@ Dancin’ Beor

QI Ihe perk, aat the deoth site, ol over DeeCeae and in eveanry frag-
gin’ Shutter Shack from Loke Louisse 16 Henwai'i, chummar,
& st-ak-stufhear

8 Ward hos il thot Brighton hotes Doeiar's guits with the possian of
Qwoman scofned. Afer devaling her entre career 1o Dunksizahn
tor mncde Thian forky yean and andng up with nothing rmoe than a
giortied theme pork o show far il 5-&-'l'|"“|g Dicrviar get o ba wce
prasident and drector of a muthi-bilion nvyen foundation st
resalky feml ke o slop in the Toce

o Auntie Sociol

o “Womon scored” indeed, my deor | heor thot Bignton hed
e going an with the dragon fhan a “professonal” islaticnship,
8 Mimosa Boy

& vou think she .. with the droagon™ That's sick
8 Brottes Jokr

& Funny imoge, thaugh
& DR

@ Seviously, | don't think Brighton's relafianship with the dragon
wiE anything mone thom prodessicnal, but she's definitely ocked
edf chaut scmathing, Word hos it that VisionQuest is Rinng o for
amoint of thodew-takent foe some osfinfdely inferasting jobs
Some of it may hove something 1o Do witi theat Humon Maticn tar-
rootst oifock on ome of VisionSuest's research fociifhkes,

@ Dotalac

2 On the Nip scdé af Bighton’s relotionshio with Dondor i ler rela
licrship with Terd Ann Bbenc. the Big D' atfeer ex-transkator. Seams
rslotions Behwesn Mbaio and Brighion are quite cordicl. Expect
sarrea kind of coloborgfion between YitionQuest and Ribeio's
reewiound enferfanment empig some tma in the neor fufure.

& Holky, Wood & YVine

& | wiskdn't e surpiised if the Big [ put somefhing in the controact
thad if Brighdon tied fo sed ony of WEs. Davior o 1he Dioco Foundotion




‘:..

:"ﬁgﬁn LAYERS

gete it grat. Thit wery @ rerrcaing in the “famiy.” The dragon anct ne
foc—i Fe wornted ho give s amping ooy, be woukd hoe, | Pave
a taaling that' s whot torgued Brighion of—his assumpticon that she o
sl wwergihing he woked for bo e highast bicce

B Common Lo

0 Worman—aan' | lve wilf "arm, can't st ‘em affer you’'ne dead,
& Sineatber

@ Mice santiment, Lat me infrociuce paur goodn To miy Toot, o 560
it ithe wirmg. ['m goirg to hunt you o andl sho you Fdw' O
waman deals with drak lke you.

8 Al

WARPDRIVE SYSTEMS

President: Steven £, Ridgemont
Headgquarters: Denver Front Range Free Zone

Business Profile:

Mearly everyone in the solbware industry knomes Steve
Ridgemont. At the age of 15, he developed and sald Facror
Ore—his homemade encryption/decryption seftware—to Fuchi
for encugh money o put him through the best colleges around
and stam his own company.

Ridgermont feunded FTL Technologies in 2038 with the help
of several flends from Texas AEN'S COMPLULET SOENOE DEOERAM.
Even though he and his co-workers were fresh oul of college,
Fidgemont's company turmed ot some lller resource and utiling
code that sent the compamy's value steadily climbing, FTL main-
igined good relations. with Fuchi as well, FTL created the
Warpdrive programming language, and the FTL persona code
used by most of Fuchi’s cyberdecks prodeced In 2041 or later net-
ted FTL a tidy rogalty

Frve years ago, Fuchi decided they wanted a more “intimate ’
refationship with FTL. The company was growing so fast that many
market-watchers figured it was about o break out of the Sousx
hagicn (where it was founded) and go maltinational, Befone that
could happen, Fuchi made a bid 1o buy the comgany. To their sur-
prise, Ridgermont rejected their ofler—Fuchi's onetime program-
ming lapdog wasn't interested in doing things their way any
mife,

The rejection led o a legal battle and numersus fasecwver
attempts that lasted almost bwo years, Worsening relations with
Fuchi caused problems for FTL; among other things. the mega-
comp's legal depantment saw o it that most of FTL'S best-selling
products ot 50 ted up in legal red tape that it was iImpossible for
them b sell to anyore else, Mo other companies were willing o
get invobved in the mess, despite Ridgernont's efforts to find him-
5o a white knight. In 2055, Fuchl bought up what was left af FTL
ancl macke it a subsidiany of Fuchi Amedica. Rdgemaont was even
offered the opportunity to stay on with the company, but
resigned instead

Instead, Bidgermont moved o Denver and started all cneer
again, He made use of all his contacts in the computer industry
and began doing what he did best: writing code, Eventually he
aitracted imvestors and released his new compamy s Arst prodiect,
the TransWiam ebecommunications suite, which was an overnighl

success. Ridgemont appearns to be making a comeback with
warpdrive Systems, and you can be sure Fuchl’s keeping a watch:
ful eywe on him.

0 With the axtra copita fram Durkelkohn's wil. Rogemont has
mionaged fo redly jurmp-start his aperotion. He's hiring a lat of hot
programmans out of major sciaoll ond places lke Sicon Yalkey,
Winrd Bt it et even recniting some "freslance” deckers. Looks
like RBogemont is chorging smaght areod—Fuchi's top auecs e
prabeably buying up anbacict whokssole.

@ The Deod Deckers Society

0 Fidgemont is a dwarl, by the wioy, And no crocks obout how
Py ke the Dest techies.”
0 Hat-Lifes

8 Mo proabhem holfie, evenyors Bnows us orks moke beites deck-
S NS
& Chuck Chuck Rozcal

& Ricdgermon? i oleo getting soma help fram our sde of The strest
Stenie hixs beaen working 1re Maotrix since he wos o tenches poulh
undiés the handle "5ooity.” He's built up o decent rep in e
shiodows 05 0 codetneoker ord Re's baen using his conneclions
b gl akeg up from soma of thie Dest in fhe business, | think Fuchi
shicuid start wohchirg their collective bocks, Arpane infaneshed
if e dide-wnrk . check oot the maikdrop Joothy EreEus, iz, oan
tor mora info

@ Cir. Bores

@ Aciuclly, Me Bdgemont hos sevencl Motz aiosss. one of which
g .. [ Borws. 't il o e stronge to tolk oboul poursedl in M
ihird persan, Stewsa?

& Fost lock

O Sormetinmes, Jook, but pou get used ol (yow oughd o know), By
thie wiory, Intareshed ina joa? ;-0
B ooty

WUXING, INCORFORATED
President/CEC: Wu Lung-Wei
Headquarters: Hong Kong Free Enterpeise Enclave

Wuxing has a lot of clout in the Free Enterprise Zone. They
started out as an impor/espon business and expanded over the
weans, s now they have their ingers in a kot of different ples. For
some reason, Dunkelzahn decided to give the conp a good whack
aof cash in his will, along with some other goodies that may send
Wuxing climbing up the megacoporate ladder. | have some
friends checking out this little corp. and as soon as | get the info
I'll post it ‘Watch this space.

YAKASHIMA
TECHNOLOGIES
Presbdent 'CECQ: Hiroshi Yakashima
Headguarters: Yokohama. Japan

|
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Business Proflle:

Anoiher Corporation o owatch out  for,  Yakashima
Techmologies is the hostile-takeover king off the lapanacoms. The
company nas grown by eaps and bounds over the past several
wears by taking over and buying out smaller companies, Hirashi
Yakashima seerns to have an uncanny kpack for picking smaller
companies that have the potential to be valuable assets, bur at the
same time aren’t prosperous enough to make empding langets
for other comparations. Onoe e e acquisitions are under the
Yakashima wnbrella, restructuring and mew management makes
them hal property. Yakashima's acquisitions seem to be highly
market-drivens whatever technclogy of product is hot at any
Ziven rime. Yakashima is most likely working to acquire a compsa-
my that specializes in it

This scheme has made Yakashima a diverse and successful
“second-tier” megacorporation. Dunkelzahn's gift 1o Yakashima
may hawve corme just in tine: recently, Yakashima has been com-
peting with some other major second-tier corps and even somse of
the Big Eight for choloe microcorps that o wants o swallow inta
its “happy family.” To win in a fight with the hlg beys, Yakeashirma'll
need all the ored it can ged

& A ot of Yakoshima's “uncanmy” insights come from liberolly
empioying sNOCowWTUnmEE 1o 4oy on e compediion and get ol
the did, s wall o5 engireeing the ocoosional “gocident™ Hhat
dewalues the targed company and makes it easier far Yokashimea
1o snop it up af borgain-basameant pricss

8 O Ralder

L4 'I'-EEIE.‘H_.C1I_|I'|I'|Q' for YoRachima cffan meeons Quﬂil’lg Thas Eeea-
sonal acquisiion for capttal and laying off ol e amplovess, than
clamng o o kass on the windke dedl Youashima's Buy-auls mory
e up making some of Ris companies mone sucoessiul, but it
doesn t do much for the pacoke who l0ss e jobs b s of il
B Be Collor

@ Yokathima's lkayoll patfens suggest fhol the corp has o prafer
anca for human warkses of Japaness oesoant [SuUpdise. sunpins)
Ty by off a far greater prepordion of metabumors than the
workes populchong of thelr Qcquired compaoness woukd S-I..l;lﬂl:_"i‘l.
30 farn, mo arse Pas succesETuly Breughil oy dnd of discriminahion
wit agairst ham

D Sharskian

0 fswhie pock, Yokoshinmo got inic O vicious praxy fight with Ares
car conbel of Osgeey Technical Publicotions in Los Gotos, Seams
theny wiandied to get are up on Ares in the Volley,

0 Deinte

Principal Divisions:
akashima, lilke ary corp its size, has numerous divisions. 1've
listedl a couple of chaice recent acquisitions below,

Division Mame; Biogene Technologies
Locathon: San Diego, CFS
Divisbon Head: Dr Jared Leip

i :
- Lo

THE PLAVERS

Baogene is hnown for developing numerous biotechnology
innowations, the latest of which is an qHI-Iﬁ:-:hIns bhacteria for the
cxtraction of subsirate il from shale deposits and other difficult
spots, The rumor mill says Blogens got Yakashima o come In as
a white knight e sawe themn from a takedser attempt by
Artechnology.

@ Honho, And the B A s none oo pledased. Expec] shadow-octiv-
ity agairsl Blogers ond s asociated companiss to incraose
Artechnology il freads woffly in San Dego, Boweeer, 55 Hhere
shoukdn 't B foo marny fiesonks,

B Pyromid Wotches

& Oz of the tirst things Yokashirno did as port of its “reshuciunirg”
wiasi o mowe Biogena’s securilty conbract from Knight Erond Bo
Sobyra Securty. one of Yakoshinma's wn subsidianes. Mothing ke
keaping it oll in e family, especially @nce neofions behseen
Yohoshimo ond Aras aren't the most cordial right nose

B Tatsuncnin

Didsion Mame: Farm-the-Sea, Inc.
Locatlon: Anchorage, Athabascan Council
Division Head: Hollis Baynes

This company rakses “herds” of whales In the cold coastal
waters of the Athabascan Council and uses them for consumable
profeins and other products, especlally synthetics. A lot of Farm-
the-5Sea’s raw rmaterial gets funneled through Yakashima's ather
companies,

@ FT5 iz alio o favarile langel far eco-femorgls becowss they're
arsiowng angd slosghtanng ol those cute, E"-.'Ei'-":EI-i"‘nTE"liQEf'IF
whioles Sresnias and whale-huggers all sver Morh Amenca ore
oppng mod about if, but tre Athabascon Council desparafaly
nEsads e 1o oo and b hal the company provickss, 5o
they ignore fhe protests

8 Yukon Comaliug

ZOR ENTERTAINMENT
Presldent: Defille [ones
Headguarters: Sealtle

A recond label and stedio, Dor Entertainment S a mid-lewal
comprany with a taste for inchy, alternative mesic, = Avante gﬂrﬂ-@-'
Is a kind way of puting it (guess there's no accounting for taste),

@ Zor Entardcinmant? Why the fnag would Dunk leave anything 1o
Friermy? Theeir arfishs sack
O Srincer

0 Mat oll of feme Sure, 2or & kindo out Fhare, but they used fo
hondie the Dork Argel account ofter he wos brought bock fram
firee chaad and bedone he disoppaaned ogoin.

& Diomord Coveiiinuie racily

@ Gane, but not forgotien (apporantiy
B ekl
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B B you're here now. then you offeody know thol
hadowiand serves, among s othar endeovars. o5 an infor-
moton clecring-howse, We collect, sorf, index. manpukate,
refosrcal, Bury ond clherwise find o way o store (ond retisyve
whan mnecassand all iypes of Inforrmation of infensst 1o our
most loyal uses and others with the cojones, deck and K2
plcis ragquined to find and accosss us. Owr polcy always Bas
Ezn ard will confinue fo Be, " you con'biindg us, you don't
dasarea fo know,”

Hera af Shodowiond, we fervenity celieve in the cld
sying. ~Cne man’s frash s anofher man’s freasune,” Al
information will e wsahul 1o somecne. somewhens, at some
fime—ond we want to ba the ones to provide that indoma-
ficn, Cur sacrat b thot we neves throw cnything aeay, |
maon f—our holagrophic storage systems alow us to store
wirfually unbmited (pun intended) ggopulses of Information,
all cammfully Inbeled. fled and crossdndesed

W cesigned this sysfem with our usans In mind. The wery
noture of fhe Nexous aliows Shodowlond to offer our con-
sumans both o preduct ond an opportunity, Cur product s
irformation. The cpporhunity we provids i g safe foem for
sling irdormalion. Hese's bow fwoerks. Evary single doy, we
réceive a subsbantial number of dotofies and other ypes of
dowmiload fram shadawunnen oo the globe who keep
Thir g il o dicala That might prove wsehd fo some-
one albe ol some peint. Trey post whal ey fod 1w, we
T it wilh on emerypited confribubor code and subject e

= SHADO JLD

ARADE ..

-

Tifee, trwn fle 11, Whee sameons e you comas iooking for
Tt vital plece of daterfor e nun you're on, you can gat it
TR UE Tor O P, Ean al which goes fo the pamon who
uplooded 1he cata.

The cays onel wesks fallewing Durketeohn’s deosh ove
proguced o recond number of posts on the subject of e
drogon (and i geath, Iie, wil, plans, his friecds ard enamies
g 50 . Tanging fromm the amazingly lame o B stamingly
naiginitul. I've posted three of the maost uminctlicg—oonsides
it rea acvertising. a complemantary git, whialeer, Thess
theaa ond many' maie revedl O Duralohn who wos for mong
Tmon just o recic-tguie-tumed-oreskdent of evenone’s

Advortte, jolly o wyrrn. There wos moes 1o B Big D e any

of Us Toukd mave gueessed, and the faliout Tiom his gedath suee-
Iy meors mat iife in the shodows will never e i sama.

« The ruies hawe chonged dramaticaly, and e Defier pre-
pored vl ang, tha bedthar your chances of survhal. f vou heres
anythng to odd to thees acoounts, posk your data, if iFs good,

YOI COn SOm some Sxita cred. clong with the sam odmisg-

o of wour falow socinl oo oste. Whot more could you osk?

At by, clon't b cofrosd B laanmﬂmmmm_,h;,t
getiors. Evangore hos ms own wiay of conducting be. but thoss © 1
afus whastay ahve keep Koking Decouse we Denaflt from the %\5
myﬂﬂmlmmmwﬂm Food closaly, !-h#
Thes ercumshances. 'lndummulﬂhhlmmm 5 BT

Be coreful out there. 5 i“'-;.
h‘amm £ :}crﬂhn mﬂfﬂhm I:EET.L, . é‘r 2 "_f_

-2 T [ - |£‘ L_,u



[t SLEEPITT DRAGOI

BY LEI HUNG

3 fiend of mine In Hong Kaong comes this proila on Wusing inc . o corporotion manticnsd
i Cnkelzann's will o8 1he Benefciany of umgty-milian fuoreen ordd mciyEss o o8 mane. Wha funs
this conporotion, and whiy did Dunkekzohn ghse tham whot Ba did? My fisnd Led found some
onswers—nead on and you oy e pourn Jwn
0 Copd. Choos

Transrmiftedt 5 OChobsss 200550 of 0923019 (EST)

sormetimes & shadowrun just doesn [ pan out. 11 happens. There ang o auarantees in this He,
nobody to complain to if things don't go your way. | know that as well as anybody—hell, that's the
only reason I've sunvived in the shadows as long as | have,

Bt all the witdom in the workd doesn't make a bad situation amy essier to take, Or o get out of.

This all stantied when a Axer budoly of mine happensd o menton that a johnson was kooking for
someone o track one of Dunkelzahn's baquestsi—io 4 mom-and-pop-sized oo called Wuxing Inc,
based in the Hong Kong Free Enterprise Zone, Seems the johnson svanted o knose why this licte corp
gad a tat whack of ored fram the dragon, and shat the CEC o whoswer might e planning oo oo with it

NDUIMHELEHHND S SECHET S F|'.I






Pty fier Friend ke |'d spent sevieral years as a kegit privabe inves-
tigator before circumstances pushed me to the other side of the
chadhon line. 50 shi taped e for this jir Linlike HOUT averaie
snash-amd-grab or datasmabch, real investigativee work takoes spe-
clalized skills, And | told a friend, and hie told a friend, and she told
4 fend, and we built oursehoees & team.

B Since Led B 1od modest 1o menteom i, 1R in o lifke cockground
Lod cared hiis wgacal “assccicabes™ ome commanly known as the 5crs of
Thurddar in F'D“-,; H.'Cll'lﬂ argd howve gQuire O rep for compeatence., |
rad the pheosure of working with them on o job thot tock me 1o
Korwloon. and | found their gssistance wcluckble. Thanks again,
tarmes

& Shoter

Thee [ohrson wanted o reet ab the Magic Matrx in Hong Kong

. not exacthy bops onomy personal list of meeting places. Virtual
space makes me lichy—| like my realicy real when | can get 15,
There's just something weind about doing real Stull in an maginany
erdrgnment, yknow? But a job s a job, 5@ 1 had my dhum Snow
Tiger fig e up with some trodes and we jaunted off imo vimuality.

For those of you who don't malke the wirual trip o H-nng
Keng very olten, the Magic Matrix is a virbual chub—a private
sculpted space in the Matrix where people can hold excesshely
secre] mestings. We met our would-be emploger inoa Sysiem
“conference room.” One ook at his icon told us just how secret
he wanied 10 be—he was using e basic iconography pronvicied
by the Magic's own system, nothing individeal or distinetive
abour It ar all, Just a garden-varery humanoid form no mono.
chrome—head, body, two arms and two legs, features sketched
in just encugh te keep frorn welrding owt people who don't lke
talking to a blank owal. Chearhy. this guy was taking no chances that
samebody somewhere might remember a telling detall ar an
inconvenient tirme, That's ang advantage of wirtual meetings, |
have to admit, You may have no idea what the guy vou're talking
o looks like in realspace, bul he doesn't see your faoe, either
Ancnymity doesn’t get any better than this.

S0 the [ohnson says he wants o know all abour Wuxing's
recent windfall from Dunkelzahin's will. Rumars of it had been cir-
culating all arcund the Matrx for the past month: 200 millicn
nuyen in cold, hard credsticks, to be used “at the discretion of the
Chief Executive Officer and principal shareholders.” The johnson
wanted to know how \Wuxing might be planning to spend the
dragon’s bounty, and how this little third-tier operation got info a
powerful dragon’s good graces. Normally | shy away from any-
thing inuul-.-lng dragons, but with Dunkelzabn blown o micro-
scopic fragments, | gured hor onde there wasn [ miech to wormy
about. 50 we settled on terms and shook wirteal hands, and my
ks and | ot Do wisrk,

0 Durkslzahn Bn't daod He fokad ks deoth 50 he could keap
-.-..'unki--.g B sy B i fnoen Behird The scenet. | meon. Some
on==ion't wie all know iH's mpossioke o ki o greot drogon?

8 Balisvar

-3 e
EESING ODRAGON

@ Zure thing, pal | bat Cunkedzabn and Bl are yucking # up
together ot o Kte Stulfar Shook somewhers out on whot uwed to
b Rt &5, Did | renbian Bat the UCAS government impiantaed
a mini-dohapack in one of my maokas? Eveny doy they tel me what
ookl socks to wear .. .

& [, Bunkar

Thee first part of the job was simple: gather up evenpthing we
could get aboul Wuxing. the will, or anything else related 1o them
off the pulblic datanets and other easily accessible sources. Snow
Tiger send oul scacs of knowbots and search dasmons to soour the
datanets, finding and crganizing all public information an the o
and on the will with an emphasis on bequests that involved
Wuning Inc. The search programs collected a small mountain of
s artiches and public datafiles, all of which were walting for us
the mext marning.

While T-gl:r sent out her Matrix grunts, | got on the horn to
a Fiend of mine whose specific alents | knew would put us way
ahead of the A He goes by the name of Lo-Wang, and up
wibdil & lew years back was a company man for Wusing. Lo-Wang
Is the one thing the comps And most dangerous—a smart ex-
wageslave with a grudge. He knows the corp and 105 [op people
better than a kot of them probabby know themsehes, so | oness he
could give us some useful insights on whatewer we turned uwp
And | knew he'd leap at any chance to do them din, especially
long-term dirt with litle chance of it ever getting traced back
hirm.

0 Would s e Yen Lo-Wang. fhe "King of fhe Dead™ himesie?
o H-Lo

@ The very soma
@ Ching Dol

GRUNTWORK

Once we'd gotten all the public drek, we sifted through it for
anything that might lead us in promising new directions. Snow
Tiger'd turmed wup a fair number of haysgacks, which had mare than
a few neadles in them ithey abways dol, That's the beaury of this
kind of work—every step on the datatrail leads to something else,
and sometimes the things you least expect o lead amywhere take
wou to sorme neal interesting places.

From the copy of the comp's annual repornt [those 1hln35 Are
always good for a laughl. we lound cut that Wusing means “the
Five Elements,” and that Wuxing Inc.'s diverse interests lived up
to its name. For an itty-bitty corp. Wuxing had an amazing num-
ber of divisions—though | suspect a lot of them wene just a cou-
ple of guys doing the work of ten people and gecting pald drek-
all Far it. In the “odd stulff you never think about”™ department, we
found cut that ane of the corp's top four moneymakers I5 the divi-
sicin that sells those Rrtke packers of salved dried Elums you lind n
Chinese markets, The other three cred-pullers are those lictle pin-
teadd-sized doohickeys that go into datajacks, some kind of bo-
chemical compound used in skillwires, and (this one was really
bizarre) personal Aotation tanks, (They're hot drek in the Free
Emterprise Lome, where an awiel o of people have oo mach cred
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and not enough o spend it on, Go fAgure,) The conp repot alsa
riefly mentioned a magical research department, but didn't glve
much beyond ifs existence and some vague promises of eventu-
Al profits,

W also arned up a lifte history of Wuxing Inc., and its role
in the development of the Free Enterprise Lone. Seems this litte
mo-and-pop conplet had influence owt of all proportion © 1S
slze ... which might explain why a powerful great dragon like
Dunkelzahn wiould hove cared drek abowt 5, of even knosn It
existed,

Wuxing Incorporated  started out in the 1905 as an
Import/expont business in Hong Kong, funneling goods to the
Chinese mainland and elsewhere in the Pacific Rim, It also
amanged cheap Chinese labor for companées moving ino the
area, The corp's foundes, Wa Kuan-Lai, hailed from Eowloon in the
Mew Teritories. fn astute businessman, be had a git for sensing
where the wind was going to blow next and the smarts o take
acdvantage of it. He foresaw the eventual failure of China's effons
to control Hong Kong, and made sune his oomp was Johnny-on-
the-sgat when the walls came tumbling dicwn.

Even before the Chinese ook Hong Keng back from the Beits
in 1997 people had been saying that the rough-and-tumbbe free-
dom of Hong Kong sould never miesh with Communist China's
insistence on centralized control of everything. The prospect of
Communist China imposing its iron-fisted rule over Hong Kong
made the city's wealthiest inhabitants nepsous as Cats N a canoe.
Mot of them dicn 't believe China's promises to leave Hong Kong
alore, and they made arrangements 16 ren like bandits for Europe
or the Arnericas il the wiorst happened,

For & feww years after the turnover China played things hands-
off, uming Hong Kong as an “pronomic outreach center” o gen-
erabe business that Aowed into the Feople's Republic. By the tuin
of the millennium, though, the Chinese gowvernment was starting
to fieel the stran. Hong Koag, the New Temtones and Taiwan all
kad a much higher standard of living as well as a lot more free-
dam than the rest af the mainland, and the moerage mainland
Chinese resented it lke hell. When masses of Chinese starbed
poyring o the streets demanding liberty and decent wages. the
akl men im Beijing knew they had a problem on their hands. With
thee usual stupidity of dictatons, they responded by oppressing the
free instead of freeing the oppressed. Crackdowns on Heong
Kong's freewheeling ways brought angry protesis from clilzens
and fram Conporations with interests in the reghon, In 2005, the
whole thing blew up in China's face—Heng Kong declared inde-
pendence, with plenty ol corporate encouragement. One af the
loudest woices calling for independence was Wy Kuan-Lai's.

As the Chinese government began mobilizing its military, W
and b company helped put together a pro-independence cor-
posate council. The council members screamed for help to Hong
Kong's old friend Britain, which sent scads of diplomats to keep
the Chinese talking instead of moving troops, 'While the Chinese
and the Brits argued over legal and diplomatic niceties. the corps
secured their own power, By the time the diplomats got done
talking, the corporate alliance controlled Hong Kong and Wuxing
had macle itself 4 pretty big fsh in the Hong Kong pond. By mega-
corporate standards, it was stlll pretty small—But it had money
anel land to budld a spanking new headquarters, phes the free cred

i diversify its business interests, Owver the next ooy years,
Wuxing Inc, became the mouthpiece for several smaller PacRim
companies, a8 well as expanding fts own markets.

@ Wy Buon-Lol s legendany Iw:u'lz:.iul"l' Nt entiraly panoral penius
Rurmae bo iF thet uch of Waedng s aarky Buminess atSais Comes
fromn Wa's close fies o the Tiode His Timportfexpont” Dusnes
gares coval 16 mone than one Tiod smugaling cpenaton: Rowa-
days. thay loundies their marey hrough i

B Goldan Bay

@& Skiled management wasn't the cnly ing drivieg Wueing back
thien. Tha corp used The chocs crected Dy tre seoeskon and the
astabishrreent of the Free Enderpiss: Zane 10 snap up o lot of smalk
ar camponies whose ownss wane ooking o el out of Hang
Kang. Wiisng Dought up e grapey ot pannies on the cialicr
knovwirgg full well tirat the stuotion would stabidize Defone 1ong

0 HE Kid

8 Wuxing abso hes a kb af influencs with the “min-cragans”™ of The
Pocific Rim—Korea. Tawan ond Singapose. Kwon-Lol spant his
whola ke talking up o "Pacific Prosperty Group” strang enough bo
squeeza out the Jopaness and Quaranfes BecCess for other
PocRim notions Wuxing s cument SEC & pushing the idea even
Feardier, which makes him a fevedbe tanget for hangings in-effigy
amang same of the Jopanocoms

& Foo-E

According to 4 2007 newslax anicle about the building ol
Wiuxing's new HO—whose true significance we didn 't recognize
at the ome—Wuo Kuan-Lai had personally inspected several
potential sites and made the fnal choice. Info we mwmed up later
ol us that W didn’t pick the site for its high property values. He
hasd sermething etse in mird—but Il get o that,

The data search twined up one other interesting thing,
though we didn't know what to make of it at first, In addition to
the 200 million nuyen handed to Wuxing Inc., the company’s
chief monkey—Kuan-Lai's son, Wu Lung-Wal—got & statue
grandicdely named “the [ade Dragon of Wind and Fire,” Tiger sent
her electronic minions scampsering off to search for refesences oo
thee statuwe while we dissected the info we already had and Rgured
oul whens to go wniffing nexi.

@ For whal if's worth. Lurg Wil want to schaoaol in Burops and tha
CAS thie's o Homeand MBAL. He's wel-rovakad, specks Tive lar
gruagpes Muently without any help from linguao-chips, ond hos o rep
tor bang all-arcurd briliant.

B Proaf

® I've heand nemors thot Wa Junion cwes his smars o o secna
genafic prograrm e Chinese were conduching in fhe ecry port
of this cantury. Coukd he b some kind of genetic supanmon?

0 Chimaro

@ Smoke and mimas. Ubon legend. Those ganehcs progioms
never preduced onything. excepd passibly VITAS-1 i you belava
the namaors, Besicles, Wu Kwon-Lol didn't howe enaugh pull with Bhe
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Baling government fa have gotten onything out of o oragram like
theat even if # ewisted, All fhose old dictabars igured Hm for g dirty
rathen copifalist,

@ Doc

D Who says the old men in Bejing had any oy in the mater?
Monmy taks. And obd WU seerms 1o have hod pul with somebach
& Muyan Mck

THE DRAGON'S GIFTS

According 1o bank records, Dunkelzahn's 200 million nuyen
shoawed up in the comporation’s accownts on September | 2th,
more than two weeks after the reading of the will, The dme lag
struck me as odd, so | decided to check out the corp's top pea-
ple, starting with Wu-Lung-Wai. Lucky me, | hit pay dirt right
away, On September 9th he'd purchased a round trip suborbital
ticket from Hong Bong o DeeCes and back. Hotel reservations
confirmed his amival, and his name was on the visitors 168 in the
labby of the building occupled by the newdy founded Draco
Foundation. A few questions and a litthe cred dropped in the right
laps in DeeCee confirmed that Wy Lung-Wai had indeed pald a
wislt to the Fowndation and spent the better part of an afternoon
talking to Madja Dwdar. During thar wisit, he also apparenthy
phcked wp the jade Dragon of Wind and Fire, He caried the stat-
e with him an the ride back fo Hong Kong, in blatant violation of
Suboabital Aight regs concerning the size of carng-on luggage. Mo
one &8s 10 have made an issue of i,

8 A lof of people would poy mucho dinaro tor g ranscrpt e
frase closed-coor comvarsations with Davior. W wesn't fhe only
an| e BIw in pitvate. Did Dewiar give the chosen few sacral
insruchicrg fram thedr scoly benefactor? Did she cek for futurg
foreors far the LECAS and'or The Droaco Foundation? Doas anyors
kncr what might Be going on hens?

B Sims

0 |5 all part of o plot to take ceer the wadd. The drogons and the
metahumong and s mogiciang are all in b togethe, Get recdy
far the wir, "couss s coming!

0 Minutarnan

B The oy "plof” & in wour finy sxcuse for o brain,  Minutaman.
Morgbe Dovior knew these pecple pemsandly. | meon, how ong
reas she Dean Dunkelzahn’s woice? Arybody he bmeey. shie ofidd,
MoyDe the s wonted to 50y 0 tTew pemonal words, away from
tha gkarg of oS00 omis.

B Eliruce

B Looks ke mabodly keaws nuthin, As usual
® Diakle

Wihibe | was busy with W Lung-Wai, Tiger tracked down the
distribution of the 200 million. She discosered that the bulk of the
maney disappeared Into a hidden account that, on paper,
Belonged to a dry-cheaning supplies business. (Tiger's real good at
sniffing out stuff like that,) She also found evidence of seweral

other deposits (o that account within the same three-day period,
Tracing some of those deposits back, she started running into
walls—and walks don't tend fo stop Snow Tiger unless they're
really thick snd strong, Meamwhile, Lo-Wang had been fishing for
useful rumors that might be circulating in Wusing's comporate hall-
wiays. and had come up bone-dry, That was also real unusual. His
usual contacts i the Conp either didn't lonow mach or wenen't
telling, Clearky. we'd stumbled on something major—the sheer
level of stonewalling fold us that, What it might be, though, we
still hadin't a clue.

We'd gone abour as far as we could down the money road,
at least until Snow Tiger pulled a few more elecironic rabbits out
of her hat. 5o | started sifing through the data her search dae
meane had turmed up on Wu Lung-Wai's new objet d'ar,

THE JADE DRAGON OF WIND AND FIRE

Finding info on the |ade Dragon fook some serious digging
Starting with Tigers leads, | resomed to more canventional meth.
odls for finding out the rest, poring through reference material and
calling in favors from friends in the antiquities biz.

The “Jade Dragon” isn’t 4 dragon, but a carving of three fish
leaping out of the water, The statwe weighs a good 25 kilos and
has a value somewhere in the seven-figure range according to the
will. From what | eventually dug wp, I'd say its actual vahee s
impassible to estimate ... and I'm talking more than just maney,
I swiped a picture of it from the company that assessed various
waluables ghven in the will; the sheer beauty of the thing is enough
to riake an art collector sell his soul for it three times over, And
when you consider s potential for—but I'm getting ahead of
s,

& Fire, Teose me and eave me hanging. See i | core,
8 Cosrma

€ The nstant-grofificotion crowd hos now given up on this post in
sheenr dEQuUst. Those of W with fundclioning beaing wil keeg reading.
@ Tin Lizze

The statue has a story that goes something ke this. In anclent
China, during the reign of the First Emperon lved a sculpior
named Chan Lo. The Emperar had recenthy acquined a sizable
piece of fine green jade. and wanted a statue carved from it it o
decorate the Imperial Palace. He summaoned Chan Lo and ardered
him to carve the jade Into a dragan of Wind and Fire,

Chan Lo carefully considered how to sculpt the dragon. He
considered everything about dragons: their shape, textune,
Appearanoe, sound. Then e considered the textune and nature of
the piece of jade. He tapped and stroked the stene. and listened
carefully to the sounds it made. The sounds he heard were pah-
rafi. pali-tah and shooosh, which didn't seem like the sounds a
diragon woukd make

0 What is the point of this bedtime stary?
0 _oxon

@ Reod tothe end of the poragraph, drekbeod
B Srackony Do
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At shoodsh, He awoke the nest morning unsure of the meaning
of his dream, He considered long and hard into the day. and final
Iy went 1o meditate in the palace gardens.
: fs e rested by the refleciing pool. the Emgeror beard &
SoUNd; De'T-Ea. Dah-Eat, shooosh He looked around and sawr Cham
Lo's apprentice, gently polishing the sculpture of the three fish that
nadl been sef near the entrance of the garden. Seeing this, the
Ermperor made his decison and summoned Chan Lo before

8 Lhon Lo's storg rerninds me of ihal guode from Micheslongaika
abaul how he carved an alephant by foking o block of rrartke
and chipping away evenything that didn’t leok like on slephant
O maybe et was Leonorde? Aryway. 0 kot of sculpton think o
frar work a5 fresaing an imoge Tiom wilfin he shares

# Prgralion

@ Al fruly great anisls Fowve e gift of Sight
@ Starfol

him
The Erperar offered Chan Lo his humble apologies, “You
were wise,” he sald, “to see and hear the thue
lorrm of the jade. In my amogance. | tied o
impose my will upon the stone, But you
sawy fhe stone's destimy. | will keep
this Ane statwe as a reminder that

@ Ther ideas of loce and sound ore
reongly conmechad in Chiness culbue

words for “jode” ond "sound” ans

prochicaly identico

& Websio
Wi st sculpt the stone whene

it must go, and not whene we
rmighi wish it 0" And be
gave Chan Lo a generous
payment amrd sent hm
back to his work, And the
Statue  Known  as e
Dragon of Wind and Fire
reminded the Emperas of
all China thae things are not
AhWAYS &5 TNy SEEM, OF 5 W
might wish therm to be,
| got that story from a bunch
of different sources. including a
friend of mine at Hong Kong
University. Minor details differ
from wersion to wversion, bt
the basic events—and the maral—
remain the same, Mo one whoe knew
the stary believed that staiue really
existed; they all thought it was just
ome Chimese folk tade. A couple of
antiquities. sxperts | know tell me
that IF W Lung-Wai's statue is the
Benuine  article, its  priceless,
Anything that obd, made of thar
much top-quality jade. can pretty

As muech as Chan Lo irled 1o see
& dragon within the Ane block of
jade, he could not escape the
sounets of the jade calling o
him, suggesting another
shape o his mind s eye
He sat for days, looking at
the jade ard considering its
lorm. Finally he sum-
maoned hils apprentios and
sel 15 wark. He wworkeed
tiredesshy for weeks, rest-
ing ard eating litthe. When
the statue was finished be
brought it to the Emperors
cowrt, all of whom were gath-
ered [0 see (he masterpiece
umeeiled. Chan Lo remowed
the covering clath 1o rewes]
nat & dragon of wind and fire,
it chree canp danding in the
WaVES,

The Empseror was owl-
raged. “Where is my dragon
of ‘Wind and  Fire?" e
dermanded.

Chan Lo prostraved him-
sl before the mighty Emperor
of all China, sayi ng, “Farghee me,
0 Ermperor, but | did not see or hear a
dragon within the jace. | saw and heard oy
these three fish nom the gardens of the Celestial UT‘
Falace,”

The angry Empenor ondered Chan Lo impris-
oned for disobedience while he considered his ultimate punish-
menl ¥ drious was he that he decided to sleep on the matter
arel let his dreams show him the sculptor’s face, That night the
trperor dreamed of carp dancing in the clear waters of the gar-
den in the Celestial Palace, and heard them plaging: pah-tah, pah

misch command Es cram prce,
lts greatess walie, though
may lie in something else: magic. Our
search for data about the staiue turmed up
some interesting documentation from Wuxing
Inc.'s cown internal files, which Snow Tiger sald wene
heavily encrypled with cascading party ice. That seemed ke
an xwful kot of protecton to be putting around memos that,
when it comes fght down i, don'e say 4 whole ragging ot
It semms certain fols af 'Woxing, Inc, don't wanté any word about
the stafue 5 possibie magical properties Sefting oul—ewen if the

waord is incomprebensible
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From: tsaitao@research.wuxing

I mespectiully resubmit my request for addibonal consultants
[ir. Tsai Tao

From: president@wuxing
To- Lsait aoeresearch wuxing
fie. Chan Lo research

Request denied, Reseanch will contimwee as schedubed
W

sIrong sparit=patiern, tad the patern is unlike anything any of us have seer encountered

Wu's afther croey. or he's sitting on some-
thirgg poweriul enough 1o make a disgan

Eilnk
To: president #wux
m & Brotres F-Touch
fie: Chan Lo research
_ _ & | suspect the osking price grew in fhe
Sir Chur investigations of the subpect have proved inconclusive, It has an undeniably

teling, bt if fhis thing heas somue kind of big
maje than even five billon Bn't enough o
bBuy #. Tuming down o drogon &yl 2ame-
thireg you do lightly, 5o 1'd et W lsn't keap-
img il jush Bescause it goes well will Rt decon
8 Wingar

In the past few weeeks W Luns-'lﬂ'.:l
has made personal visits by heficopter 1o
the research site, Snow Tiger also found
lragrnentary records of several secure
phone calls to the site=—she tried bo tap into

@ Thot's it Just “request denisd™? Mot even a hint aboul wivy .
o in an encrypbed intemmal documant, yetl Whotewar they e
kooking fon, they realy don 't wanf arybody etse gefting O Chee.
0 Bingo

0 You ke wia Tiai Tao &, don’t pou? Ha's a teg-llight magical
scholar utad to teach ot Hong Kong Liresasify until O coupke of
WA Ay, Tre shang P gonee ol then wos, Fe was reliing fo write
Q Inook an e anclant art of feng shul—geomonCy—in the age of
fhe Awakening. Mobody's seen or heond amylhing obout him
EnCa

0 kdosterson

@ Unitil nces.
0 Tin Liztim

O You'we gab the wong guy, Mastersaon, The relieed schalar's
noma s 1ec-yu loo, and s fang shial moruscipd nas just Daeen
occepled by White Eogle publshing in New York. The Dr. Tsai Tac
of the meamos coukd be anything from g wogeskowe with a ke
wiiarmemy 1o g cormpleie quoc.

0 Lo Manguss

As with the money trail, information abouwt the statue pretry
rmuch dead-ended night there, We did learn one other thing.
though, that shows how important the statue is. Wo Lung-\Wai has
refused nurmerows offers o buy it including an offer from Lofayr.
That's right. Lofanyr. Lo-Wang heard that the honorable president
of Wuxing Inc. politely refused Lofayt's offer of a billlon nuyen.
Lo-Wang also heard that Wo refused requests by musewsms and
unbeersities all over the fr-a.gglng planet 1o examine e satue and
fearn more about it oigins. Whatever its secrets, VWua Lung-'Wai
wanis therm for hamself

0 |2 this W guy cracked T Who furrs dawn o Bien auyen—and
from Lotweer, whio dossn't take kindly 1o anyong taling him “no™?

one and nearly @ot brain-fied, Then she
triesd to get transcripts, but ran inbo walls so solid that none of her
usual tricks Ccould punch theough them. Aboul a week ago, Lo-
Wang heard that the statue was being moved o the president’s
office i the main HOY bn downtoon Hong Kong, Securing arcuand
that building and that office is as tight as it gets,

@ 50 is this thing some kind of magica Toous?
0 Lon

B Lexaks fhat way. From D Tsai's commeants, 5 predty unusucal bt
dafinitely anchantad. I'd love 1o get a look ot i
0 kissTick

0 Saod luck gerling heaugh Waxing s securiby.
@ Talon

B How con ths thing be magcal if it wos mode thousonds of
wE beafode frs .*-wﬂkEl'li"rQ""' Thaie wids N h"‘-L'IEiE Boack these Cr
was treen?

0 Moxie

@ It's ke thiE, Moxle old thing—we Jdon't roggin® know
Everybody's gab a teary, bul we've gob no focts. The probiem
with magical archaology (an inlondt sclenca of bast) is that theana's
no claor phvtical avidence—aond oshral Svidense B inconclushe.
f-!lghr now, wg Ccom prethy much igure mogs workad oo mtad
CI'EI,'?I"EI:"' bafane Decamber 2011 l:ili.‘i..l"l"li"rg haat the Doesa ficke
coses of “paninammoal phenocmena” in fhe feaentieth century wena
ooy pre-Swiakanireg ueess of n'lﬂﬂl:" Ared bafane oll you oralas-
sianal shepkics oy anyihing, I'm talking only about those docu-
mesintied Coses that Cowd mof De ascribed 1o any kEncen phe-
RAMEnan o motter how Rand peoplks ned—s dan’t gve ma
crak ooyt aling for wban kegencs ond Foniosy sfones, "koy'T Tha
way | ﬁQ..I"E Eack then T'l""l:IﬂI{" waE Much harder 1o 3o becouss
e wasn t necrly 50 much of | as Feee & now, The ombiant
maagic leeal was O 1oF Iowar, 50 you readiad Iote mones fakent, Con-
centalicn and effodt 1o ﬂ'l'“rg [l 1
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T cpuastion is. how for bock doas this affect oo 7 Was
1 possible—al bt dific ul—ro parform mogic in 1S0DBCE? |
s, wes it ecsier ar horder than in the lote twentiath canhy

T We choin't k. Bits ond peeses of histodicol and ache
Slogical evidence sugoest Fhaf the wulithy of mogic fuechucr
e genvarl fimas in differant ploces arcund the workd, which
righl account for certam mythclogeal ond kegencary
ewants, Mogks become more powerful in a C

tain ploce

30 Tirne, OlGwrng kIkant mog ] |

15 CIred S0

kapandany teats Fhat wae recal a5 fre oots of s Peances
An 1o whiod il Bave coused these changes in the magic
aval, wa howe no clua (g, we sl don't hove a clue
a0l wihal coused the A okening)

S mayvtas trame could howe Bean ancugh mogs back

oncient Chid 1o enchont g jpde stabes, Woulkd fhe
encharimesd b anythieg ke whol we're famibor weth
mice’? Bavtea, Woild it shill wiodk afther cll this i ? BMosoe. O

1 gh

maybe o, oo Irc

g Ty FTICTY LSS QN Nl 66
QTS

@ Sicon Moge

0 | ward 1o ke whiod this hing's supposed to be able i
Ao According o thea stong, i doesnt o anything, 5o whot's
e big frogging dedl?

@ Pokprinoes

@ Don't you get it? The wihalke shary is about baing true to
ane's nabure. Chom Lo couldn't coarve o dragan in e jede
pecouse a dragan woasn't there, Cbiously, fhis stahee Ras
wome powedtul mogic that lets gifted people we it 1o see
thicugh imions to Truath

0 shorhocl

8 Oh, chviously, Why didnct | think of that? Sy me, thinking

sty piece of aftwark
& 0, Purdoge little dewper dig@ing gave us some names. which 1'm sl trying
o figure out, House Beauriful home-cleaning service: Lysis, Inc

@ Mo, niz. no, The stary & st a story, mode up to disguise the shat rmakers ol syntheic liners [or shock gloves, the Cinnamon Sweir
85 True nofune. " Jocke Drogon of Wind ard Fire™—get it? The stat Courmet Baked Goods Company: Machibusik. a lide simchip
e bl mMogicions rase saper-powertul g ond O @amentols labkel specia Lill:-_: in wirmual re-creations of jam sessions with
8 Adial famous jazz musiclans; and Webster-Gannet, a factony  that

processes paint sludge. A lew more ransacions led o anomy-
B Dear oh cearn, What hove they Desn putting in the wioter s mous numbered accounts in the Carbbean League, Europe and
BLe Mareuise Zurbch-Oirbital. And those were just the anes Tiger managed to

crack. Menty of others eluded her search programs—the pro-

THE SECRET WILL arams mysieroushy crashed, or flled o report anything, She fold

About the same time | was munning out of info on the Jade fme she suspects & Complex wirus or even a Sermi-aulonoamous
Deagon, Snow Tiger managed (o climb over a wall or fwo and @ kenowhbot might be acting as a kind of “Matrix warchdog™ to pre
us back on the money trail. The hidden dry cleaners’ account was went amyone from digging whene they shouldn o
il the only one of Wusing InC. s secret nest efgs (0 See S0me
activity duming the three days after \Wa Lung-'Wal's visit 1o B Buntar-kiler knowbaots® 15 thot possibla
Deelee. Several ofher AcODUNTs Saw major actikon, mosthy B Donnes
rvesbors putting cash into mew ventures that the caporation was
[dting to s stod hnlders B Vany Yau'd reglly e 1o know whot vol 'warns [n-ni iy o pro

5-|._".'\-Er.-|,| major shareholders and investons, including Mr Wu cyrearm e, Bl o smar deciar could creabe o knd of :
received more than 70 million nuyen from unknown sources. & 1 siruchurad, sattiapi gram that seees oul Cerl L=

HI MUEMHELZAHND S SECAETS



aof acthitias in the Motix and inferupts them. The bots could axist
an gHore EII'MB!!'I"“Q oylas 'EEENE-I'IQEIJ- from oo Pt eys-
tems. almost ke o porosite. i they wee good anough. 5K e
ot wetishd e mche Thon g mohch esan for moat smart rames

& Jonsalem

© They're real, all right. | met ane of e while doing a lifthe dig-
ging into the Fist Wyrm's estate, | was honding a tricky intrusion
and gat jumped by .. something. 1 dfficult to descibe. i wos
tost ond odoptive—mminded me of cascoding ice. | held # off,
=10 I T R T E]'.-'\E' ug Both away by S.-Brlil'ri; T gatem an
akart=l don't think it belonged thanre any mom fhan | did—so | gat
aul of thare pronto. | avan't ssan anciher Ors since, bt 've also
Fad atteer mottes o atend 1o

B Rad Wraith

@ Doesn't take o Matrie genks to figure cut whane those things
carre o, The diagon sef Tharm up ta oover his Tracks
8 Ghoce

8 Moybe, but did Durkelzahn hove deckers fhot good working
fed RhiFn? |"we hecrd the waidmn was Tmcinated by e ", bt a
frick lika this requires e copabiliies of o fop compuber corps o
ane of The Frieas. Trega Twotch-Dods” I'I'Il;rl'l' hove Dean whippsd
up by someone slse with an infenest in keaping sscored wome of 1he
doings invaling tre drogon's cred. The Droco Foundotion springs
ta mind ... olso the UCAS govemmaeant, wihech might hove been
kzoking o hide the President-alect's dirty loundny, Time fo o out
fishimg and cabch one of these things 5o | can figune cul whese i
come o, More anon

b Fastlack

In acddition to the transfer of funds, Tiger traced a redistribu-
tign of 12 percent of Wuxing's stock that went to different oosm-
ert from a blind holding compary. All of the transfers. ook place
after the Dunkelzahn's death, the vast majority of them after the
reading of his will. The stock redistribution fortified Wu Lung-
“Wad's hold over the board of directors and the corporation, while
rraintaining a balance ol poseer among the ofher major share-
holders. | couldn’t help but recall the precise wording of
Dunkelzahn’s bequesi—that the 200 million nuyen be used “at
the sole discretion of the Chief Executive Officer and the principal
sharehalders.” With his hold on the corp fghtened by a stock
reshuffie and the other principal shareholders canceling each
cther aut In woting power, Wue Lung-\Wal Is now ina poslthon of
wirtually wnlimited contral over Wuxing Inc.'s new cash fBow,
Coincidence? | don't think so,

8 50 Wy pets effective condral within donys affer meeting Daviar .
who presumably possed on fo him some kind of Fomous Last
wiords from dedar departed Dunkelobn 56 whabewer Wuxing inc.
s withs the 200 mdicn. i85 o sung Dat thot Dunkelzahn warnted IF
dore. Which ksaves s with one guesiion: WHAT THE FRAS DID
DUNEELZAHM WANT Y 2

& DoradBConfiused

MUINHELZAHN'S SECRETS

D"I.ll'lﬂg this same fime perod-—three days after his return
fromi the meeting with Madja Daviar—Wa Lung-Wal umvelled a
dynamic new business. plan o Wuxing's board of directors. The
ity -gritey cdletails of the business plan are locked up tghter than
Tibet, but we got our mitts on & few soraps. First, Woxing needs
a huge influx of venture capltal (which they seem to have gotben,
judging From the bank-account datatrail). Second, a big chunk of
maney & going inm a whnle new area—plant breeding. Mot Big
Agriculiure. nothing 1o do with edibles—we're alking hybeid
Aorers, trees, that kind of thlnﬂ. Hardier strains of cottormaood,
according to one rumor Lo-Wang pécked up. Third, another big
chumk of money s going into the sxisting biochem dhvision, ta
“diversify the product spread in this market area” (1o quabe it in
corpspeak]. Mo details about what kind of new biochem products
they're after—just a general beefing-up, And not a fragging
cent—apparently—is going inta the magical-research division,
despite the acquisition of the Jade Dragon of Wind and Fire.

8 Somecns os powarful as Dunkelzabn must Feve Fad somme kind
of contingency plan in the event of his death, and some parts of
his mosher plon heve gof ba be ke than kegol That meons han-
dlirg things guietly, benind the scenses, 50 tha dragon puts some
shutf i his will for shawe, then ledves evenyiing elie ro Daviarn and
e Droncsn Foumdotion leng with axplich mstruchons gbout whos
ta ca with it. Maney shads changing hanck Beiind e elacinon
curain and no ane s the wiser about whane it come from.

@ Ariach

0 How oo we ko 178 Dunkelzahn's glon? The Dioco Foundotion
of Dioviar could be openating on thaer cwn. Even if the dragon lef
irefruchions with Dovior, o o we know she's following them?
Mayte sha's camying out the Big [Fs last wishaes, or maybse she's
PUFF SO GATE Of el Gwn. WS we N way bohell which
B The Chromed Accountant

"Its ol abeut dedlars and sense”

8 You're missng e point, people. Ewarpone’s asking “who¥*
whian wee should b asking “wiy'™" Wy Sistibute maney [Owadiy
of irerasa) 1o fhese poriculkar corps? Wy offer money for car
fain goak? Why fhese lems to these peophe? Answer some of
those guestions and you'ng well on your way to figurng out fha
“wibis” ol il

8 Cobal Blus

8l con't speak fo motives, but the Sred pourieg inls hass lawer-
tier companaticons as wal o5 the Condfionol oeorcs and otrear “cor-
rabs™ hiekd ot By the Droco Foundaation will hoee a predcund inliu-
anse On Cofpoiote polcy, resaanch #& dewalopmeant, mirketing
and all espects of whal hease companied do Bofrom ine,
Cunkstzahn ands up posthumoushy shaping tha wano' s economeg
and technological future, But wihw? For wihal? We don't know,
and that's fhe recl problem

@ The Chiomed Accountant

“Hs al abaut dallars and sanse”




P e (.
LEEPING

THE DRAGON LINES

50 after a bew weeks' imoestigation, we had a pioiure of a litke
oo with a big cash Influx and a pricedess work of art worth scads
of money—and maybe a lot more, magic-wise, We had a corp exec
spending quality fime with the public voice of a deceased grear
aragon, and ocoming owl days later with the most ambitous expan-
sion plan his little operation had ever seen ... and the power fo get
things done his way without question. And we had a guy so con-
ceifiid alscuit his pretty new stafue that he rode shotgun on it all he
wiry from DeeCee 1o Hong Kong, had 4ome in-house talent analyze
i lor magical capability, and then moved 10 to the highest-secuity
st In his. personal empire—his own office. We definitely had a
pacture of something—but it was Bke one of those huge jigsass
with g encugh holes left in it that we couldnt see what the whole
poiure weas, We needed to ind a few more pleces.

On a wild hunch, | dropped a word in the ear of & mage
Buckdy of mine and asked her if there mighs b-rﬂnylhlng special—
magically speaking—about Wuxing Inc.'s HGQ site. That artiche
about obd Wu Kuan-Lai personally selecting the HO site and being
ungodly picky about it was stuck in the back of rmy head . and |
weondered IF it was just a desire to look at his pretty statue cveny
clay that had promgrted Wu the Younger to decorate his of ioe with
It Im this Dusiness you k=arn o pay attention to hunches abowt
nagging details. because they tend to pay off in spades. This ome
sure did,

The mage,. Meimed, gave me some fascinating lowdowsn on
Wusing's HC}, It seems the site s smack dab on top of a major
cossng point for what the kocals call feng lung. or “dragon
lines"—that's mana lines. for all wou non-Chinese, The dragon
lires are fibbons of pure mana—what the Chinese call chi. or “life
energy " —that flow In specific pathways depending on things like
de contours of the ground and other aspects of the landscape.
‘When dragon lines cross, powerful chi collects al the juncture—
power that a magician who knows what he's I.‘I:II'IE cam tap like
water from a well, The exact nature of the chi that callects at any
given jumciure is shaped by the overall qualities of the place,

# el Kung B wrong cboul one ming: ohi ond mana one nat the
same force, i is mode of the paolanitiss of Yin and Yang. and the
fergion betwaan them provides the life forca. Chi Nlows Frough
the Eorth just of it iows fhecugh owr bodies. it hos nothing to do
with ostral spoce of any such thing

@ DM

@ Sure B does. When are pecple going fo get it throwgh thielr
hgods that the ostrol B0t some mythicol “ebewhera™? 1173 g
whate e “redl wald” ii—just a step or two sideways, that's al
Mona, chi, whotewar flows fhrough the astrol. and the Eceth, omd
our bodies, ond eveny ofher fragging Thing in Creation

@ Homblkrear

@ A roge by ony other name, chum, Mang, chi, ka . i al works
the s, doesn't it?
@ Be'ilchad

e
4

@ Tha fine art of judging e flow and pocing of chi s known as
teng shui, mEaning “wind and woter.” Some pacoke aka call #
Eomancy Geomances ook ol diflerant aspescts af the kKng
soaps: Row the peogrophic features ore postionad, what direc-
Ficary Fills, rhvars and other feotures foce. how mor-mode cbijpects
ond maturdl obstackes elole to eock ether and so forth o deter-
rrife Fow all thase conditions channel ond affect the fow of chi.
A, shhe that alows chi o Tow unhormpses & contidered to Rove
“pood leng dhul"—o place ke thot bs wihat we'd call o power site.
& place that chokes off the Aow af chi can couses it o setie ond
ipail, like o Blocked adery or waein in the body, This mears bad
f"ﬂ“nﬂ shid=—0 poluted resarycir of l"l"ll:lﬂiﬂlj Covwds Thal can Covss
Sickness and bad ok,

Peopie pay professiond gacmoncsns longs consuling feas io
shudy bulding sites ond plars fo moke sure fat thay fit into the
reaturcl efi ficw and don’t couse bod teng shul Some even adjust
the consfruction ond lKandscoping to fake mModmum adwantoge
af the teng lung and strengthen s chi flow, | wondse i old W
Kuon-Lol did somatning ke frat¥
B Lilibet

@ Skiled peomancess and in high demond in Hong Kong ond the
Chirsse Kingooms. Amost nobody Dothens to pul up a building
withuout Tiret roking sure that the enfrance s facing in the rght
direction and the crrongemeant of the wobs i pleasing to e not-
urgl flow of momna. Some people ever reacrmange the fumibee to
rricke sure nodhing's curt of whoack

8 MNaonRoss

€ Fang shul ond cfher sirmibar geomantic orts oo affect e low of
rmoncines ord con influsnce an orea’s bockground count, which
can hove positee oF I'IEII.}EI'i'-.'E affecis an e praclice af |1'ugi|: in
thot spsal. Mabody hes proved that 1oo much colleciad miona
Brings "@ood k™ o TEaad luck” of ary kind. bt e e e wis
doesn 't ke 1o fake chances, Considernng how mesch wa shill don't
kg oyt magic, I'd say It paye o lsten 1o wour local ge0-
mranced

B Talan

Wuxing's MO} was designed and bullt te take i
achvantage of the local chi Nlow. Mot anly is it sitiing on the oross-
ing paint for several mondo hugi_- d[ﬂg-l:ll‘l lines, bt everything
At it—rhe size and shapse of the building. the materials used in
its conatruction, the design of its exterion, the Iandsc.apmg. Pl
the lobby decor—all were chosen o enhance the chi flow and
turn the cofs HOQ into & major power site. Interestingly enough,
local stories abowt obd Wu claim he ai beast believed in, and may
have practiced, the an of leng shud. Mo ome can confirm whether
old W or Wu Lung-\Wal have any magical talent. but If Wu Lung-
Wi is magically gifted i would explain wihy Dunkelzalbin left him
& magical itern of unknown posweer and caigin, OfF couarse, It made
us wonder what Young Wu might be planning 1o do with all the

rmagical emnergy at his disposal ... .

NUNMNHELEZAHN S SECHETS



@ it also mokes you wondar how ald Wu knew that his son waoulkd
b pehting o powerful mogical object that would ket him 1o inta
thi powas in all those orisscrassing mona lines, He picked the sita
in, wihat, 20177 And Dunkelann's Qift fums up forty years lobes . .
B Slonet:oy

0 Haresl 1o god, some peoplke would see Deep Sgrificance in
corpat limt, Oid Wu might pestacthy well howe wonied hs conp HEl
I b an o powser S8 wilbioud it Roving amdhing o do wilh e
Jooe Orogon. To suggest thot be picked o mogicolly powerhul
st @rmohy orud sokely Decause he someduw “kress” al Torry
VaoE lotar o dragon wolld iedve his 5on a giont tolsman 5 just
slly.

& Shaptic

& How much power ore we talking obout Feere? A recl BiG fine-
ool ? Anotrar Shost Donce? Winat?
0 HiEwen

0 Thats dificul 1o say. Tha moanaines and nesus goints amplity
e cmount of mang that con De tapped, byt the recl “Choka
poink” far chonneling mogical emsoy is e mogicion himsall. Try
ha grabk oo much posar and it wil oeanood your Doy |ust ke too
misch curment oyartoods a Sircuit, AT of f"’“l:lgitl:ﬂ rechnigues ard
sdpment ae designed fo “nedote” the mogician from energy
owartood and let him channel mone power safely. Thearstically
ory almost irrafiess supphy ot ﬂngi:r! Posar exels o be foppapo—
bidt e midch of 1 can you hardle at once?

0 Sleon Mage

0 W have no idea whod JF anyifing) e Jode Dragon doset, so
5 @ moat point, We'll just hiove ho wiost undll T Comp dacioss 1o
plory that pamicuiar frump Sand, ond roge ey aren't airming foar
us at tha timea

@ Mogisher

THE FOUR COINS OF LUCK

S0 noe we knew something else about Waxing. Inc. Mot anby
did 17 havie & ton of mew money, it also had magical power to burm
... potentially, st lesst. Thanks to Dunkelrshn's beguests, the
mom-and-pop Hong Kong compdet seemed polsed to hit the big
tirme in more ways than ame. We could have stopped at this
point—we were stll quite some ways from knowing evenything
there was 1o know about Waxing Inc.'s future plans, but we'd
seammied :mugh o make our fohnson happy. We knew they
were diversifying into bicgenetics, beefing up bicchemn research,
andd probably doing a lot of other drek that the johnson could sniff
ot In timee. We loneswr that they had mone tentacles than an ocio-
pus. most of it camouflaged in apparently unrelated businesses,
which meant that this little corp was a lot bigger thiar If booked,
We also knew what they wesen'| doing—pouring any of their
newfound assets into magical research, in spite of the fact that
they had a hot magical item an thelr hands, Like the classic dog
that didn’t bark, that omission pointed 1o something—narmedty.
that whatever resources had o be going to magical research were

DUMNHELZAHN'S SCCRETS

doing 30 wasay off the books. (They had to be doing something
in the maglc fleld—only idiots would look a gift horse like the Jade
Diragen in the mouth, and W Lung-Wal i anything bt an idiot
The lewel of the pretense that nothing was going on in that depa-
meenl argued far either incredible paranoia of expecianions af hir-
ting the jackpot=—aor both.)

Bur I still wasn't satisfed, | wanted to see the connections,
and | cowldn't yet. My mother used to tell me that curiositg would
b thie death of me someday. and she may yvet be right. Sheer
curiosity kept me digging for more when | should have been
reporting o the johnson and collecting a fat credstick. | still
hawen't found the andwears | wanted ... instead. | found a lod mane
trouble than any of us had bargained for.

Someday Ul learn. IF 1 susvive,

Smow Tiger and | went back to the datatrail, looking far any
lintle side sireets we might have blown by the first tme around,
We started with the fist of Wuxing's hidden accoums. the dny-
cleaning supply business, We checked the names of the owner,
the VI anybody who looked like they might be managerment
(which wasn't much In a business this smallp and came up with
rnothing. Then, as a last stab in the dark, Snow Ti@er went Crawl-
ing [hrwgh the owner's personal comespondence and found a
erash file fram mid-2056. She managed bo reconstnuct most of i,
and found a brief note of thanks to one Sharon Chiang-Wu for the
hosting af a G0t birthday panty for & M Chun Do Kl M, Kim's
name rang an immediate bell: Chon Do Kim just happens to be
the Senior Executive Vice President in charge of Wuxing Inc's
biochem division. Among other things. the letter mentionesd that
M5, Chiang-wWu's “kind effoms on our behalf have all but assured
Mlr. Kim's contineed gemnerasity toward our enberprizes. We thene-
fore confidenty expect to expand cur business fo an ewen greacer
eatent than previowly planned.”

T mranslate polite business-speak Info lyman's terms, Mo
Kim was so pleased by his birthday party that he decided o keep
I"uﬂmrllng money into the dry-cleaning biz whose owner had
thrawt hirn the bash, with a kot of help from Ms. Sharon Chiang-
W 5o here we had a lady none of us had heard of before, who
was In a position o hold an important secial event for a bigwig ar
Wuxing Inc.—which, on paper. had nothing to do with the litthe
dny cleaning business, And | mean Impomant: Koreans regard the
Gidih birthclay as a special milestone, 3o to help throw a Konean
exec's Happy Gch Is quite the responsibility, | definimely wanted
12 Know e Ms, Chiang-Wu was, 50 | went looking ... and found
ot that she's married o Wy Lung-Wal, chief exec nf"-'l.l'umns.

Snow Tiger hacl set up her oiginal search of documentation
connected with Dunkelzahn™s will to flag the name “Wu,” and
w f gotien the mountain of extra drek thar you usually e when
wou run & search with parameters that broad. After a quick scan
we'd set aslde evenything about people named W outside of
Hong Kong, Rguring there wasn't anything usehd in it. Luckily.
SN Tlgl._-r and | are baoth pack rats by instinct: we hate to thnow
anything away, in case it comes in handy at an unexpecbed
morment. This was one of those moments., | went back through the
drek, inoking for Sharon Chiang-Wh. and 1 found her. Or rathes, |
lound what Dunkelzahn left her—a licte something called the
Third Caoin of Luck,




Erﬁ;%fﬁl_egpmﬁ{

B Rumor has it et bs. Clhiong-Wa B mal popakarn with e upoer
pcheiors of Wuxing, pardly becouse sha's g woman with conscer
obée powel and authorty, something morny Traditionakrmindead
Chirgse crian't oo comforanks with, Also portty becouses she's ABC
8 Ching Dol

B AR
[ e

@ Arweicar-Bom Chinese. A for o8 nen-Amearicon Chirese ane
concamad, Dsng Amancan-Dorn makes you just o5 much a
"decadent ‘Weshames” of amy olher skog from the
pirar sice of the planat, e IF you wiara 1ased by
valy iodiicnal Chiness porants and soeak the 1o
poge o5 wall 05 onyoneg Tnust mia, | kncew,
@ Ching Dol

According to the will, the Third Coin al
Luck s a valuable antique worth nearky a
miillic nuyen far s afge aloime, It's a
(hirese bronze coin. af least teo thousand
PRArs ok, with a SC]uane e deilkesd in Che
cerier and faint Chinese characters on the
surface.

Interested to know i the coin, like the
[ede Dragon, might have mose than monetany
walue, | went back to Meimed and asked her about
it She collects stordes and folk tales about allegedly
magical obhjects, on the theory that at least ten percent of the
ald srodes ane actually trse iddeimie I:Ilth.‘i- LIy S0 ||'l['|:'i"'|:'5[||'l$
wtulf that weay.] The story that goes with the cain—oins, | should
Sy—is predy interesting in itself

According o the fodk take, the Dragon Kings [ung-wang)
gave the Four Calns of Luck to humanity “long ago in the distant
mists of time.” Each coln represents a different type of good
hck; the Arsi, wealth; the second Imgr'-nth,l- the third, fertilicy;
and the fourth, general good forune. The Dragon Kings were
agents of the Celestial Emperor and the rulers of the four seas
that surfaunded the known warld of China, They were also the
masters of the raln on which the land depended. Each Dragon
Eil'lg lived i a l:l'}'ﬁn[-ﬂl |'.hE'||B.E-E‘ at thie basthom of his respecrive oy,

The coins grant their bearers the gifts of wealth., long lile,
eloztera and 1I}Sl:|i|'|l'.‘r can make ewen the humblest man an
emperorn. Depending on which version of the story you hear, the
Four Codns are elcher {.\urnghr 3]&5. from the Celestial Court 1o
humanking, or they re a test of some sort—you Know, 1o see what
prople will do o get unlimived luck by “unfair® magical means.
Sharan Chiang- W had became the proud osner of the Thind Coin
iof Luck, the codn of fertllity, So. assuming that it was the genuine
artiche arsd that the coins ﬂ.:'.l'llﬂll:.-' possessen the m-?l,gll:ﬂ' [T CymenT-
tes atfributed fo themn by legend, Wo Lung-Wai had connections
b poweerful magical items. What could Dunkelzahn have
intended the Wus to do with therm ... and did Lung-Wai and his
wile inbend T camy out the n.‘lr.a.gvnrt'\ plans?

..

These were the Big Cuestions far fragging sure. | wasn't oer-
tadn | really wanted them answered anymaore |, and anyway, | had
nc idea where 1o stam or what kind of homnet's nest 1'd stir op if |
went poking in the wrong place. 50 | decided o try a simpler
question (or 50 | thowghil: & the oter three coins sl exise, and
if 50, who had them?

@ Lody Chiang gat the lerilly coin, eh? Worder whol mesage
tha obd 'yt was ring 1o semd
0 [VAR

9 Farlity meons more thon what you're |'|'I'I"lHl'IQ n

Chinese cosmology. chummer. 1875 ife and growth of
all kirdde. simibar 1o the kined of mogic usad in heal

ing spels Hey, that's an ideoc Could fhess

coins e spell focl?

@ WirdDragon

0 Maybes, Maybe nol We hove no asd-
JenCa eithar woy
0 Waylond

Wie @at no joy on the Founh Cain al
Luck, but the First and Second Coins alse
turned up in Dunkelzahn's will, The Second
Coin of Luck went to the dragon Lung,.
Dunkelzahn begqueathed the First Coin of Luck o
the last person anybody'd suspect—a fisherman
named Sun Yat-sun who lived in Hong Kong's harbor dis-
trict. According to one of Mr. Sun’s nosier and more talkative
neighbars, Sun Yat-sun had recently gotten a hand-delivensd
package from someons unknossn to armyone efde in the neighbor-
hood—a lile package, well-wrapped, that just might have been
the right size to contain a cain. 5o Lo-Wang and | went (o dheck
It ot

The Hong Kong harbor district has only gotten rmone and
miare oroneded since the troubles on the mainland stared. A lot
of boat people, relugees fom the fighting between wanous
Chimese warkords, come here to find shelter. The harbor is jammeed
full of junks, houseboats and other mismatched craft, Except for
the oocasional modern boat or tug, it looks almost the same as it
fUsE ave more than & hundoed years ago.

To get to Sun Yat-sun's boat, an old junk farther out in the har-
bor, we had o Climb over the netsork of boats, gangways and
laclders that make this part of the harbor a Kind of loating village.
Srrangers are an uncommon sight in places ke that, and we drew
aur fair share af curious stares, Sun Yat-sun reminded me a bit of
my _E_r.am:lfaﬂ'l:r—ﬂnall and shrunken. but spry for his sge. He book
care of the baat with the help of his daughter and her younger
children, He Srﬂﬂ!ﬂ us and askoed us infor tea, which we accepi-
ed. After the first cup (proper etiquette is super-Emportant when
dealing with Chinese, especially elderly Chinese], we gat down o
usiness.,

To my Surprize, M Sun cheerfully admimed having recehved
the ooin, He had o dea it had come from Dunkeleshn—ithe
accompanying note sabd onby that It was the First Coln of Luck.
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According to the delivery receipt. the package had been sent
frarm Prince Edward lsland in the LICAS,

8 PE that's where Duskelkohn™ old edate = Moybe he
slefeisd @ kot of stuff out theea, Armvons interastad in o recsws
hurt?

0 Pargu

0 Forgefl it, omae. By now the CAS feds howe gong over avery
sguara inch of that ploce. I these wios anything theres fa ind, By
clresady Towrd il

0 Wingar

Mir. Sun knew the legend of the ooin, and cearly hoped it
would bEng him some much-nesded wealth, He tobd ws it was
supposed to be bad luck o spend the coin or sell it— it could anly
be ghven away, otherwise the Dragon Kings would be angry, |
asked if | could see= it, and after a second’s hesitacion e sald =
A5 thie obd man ook the coin out of an inside coat pochket, the
door of the boat's small cabin burst open and gunfive sprayed the
oo,

| chan't ko hoss be clid it, but Ll;l-'lh'._qns Srﬂbbl!ﬂ mie just as
the door caved inand threw me (o the Boor out of harm's seay.
Thee spray of bullets cut Sun Yat-sun down in a shower of blood
While I caught ry breath, Yen Lo-Wang popped up fram a crouch
just long enough ta fire two shots inbo one of the gunmen In the
doorway, The gunman |erked and staggered back. falling out of
sight. His buddy tracked Lo-'Wang with his machine pistol, but
before he could fire | toasted him with a lame spell.

Lo-'Wang stepped aver to examine the bodies while | went to
K. Sun, He was beyond the reach of any healing spell | knew. 1
spaited the coin between his ingers and picked it up just as Lo-
Wang turned toward me. holding up a small paper charm,

“Hatchet men,” be said without emotion. | tried not to gulp.
Hatchist men are traditional Triad assassins, which meant the
Triacts were after the coin, They hadn't been expecting anyone o
be here but obd M. Sun and his family, or we'd have had a ot
tougher e taking them cut. Those guys are no joke o fangle
wilh. We cleared out before amyone else showed up to In'.ﬂl;lg.\l:vl:
the gunfire. A few fightened faces peered ot from behind chosed
Curtaing as we lef

8 What's Lai Kung covenng uo hara? Tra Hang KEorg polce
faund no bodes on the boot excapt for the old mon and his tom-
ity, Maybe the Sons of Thunder greased trem and made ug Ihis
"OIERGEEM T slory 1o cower s fracks

@ Doubtirg Traomas

0 | brcw Lad Kung, He's not the fype of slag whao kils helplass old
men ond wormen. Besdes, everyone knows thot Triod ocheity
ot gets acoicantaly” laft cut of repons flad Dy the HEll'rg HCII'IQ
ooice

0 Chiraa Dol

0 5o owhy did Dunkeslizahn give this old geeer such o vaksabla
itemi? Ha mast hoea kncwn somebody wioldd sroke The akd mon

tar it, which meeans the wyrm al bt kiled the poor skog Rimsat
Wiry? and what about e ket cain? Whe Ral thal? TR Dioeo
Faundacr? Davicar?

8 KMesostim

When we gob back from the harbos, we found Snow Tiger

walling with a look that said trouble. ‘Withowt a word, she
punched up a newsfeed on the rideo screen and ket us read.

-

HONG KOG = )

Mr Danied Kvean, 20 oexpculive with Minh-Paa Impons, died lae
last nighit in an apparent mdustial accident. Mr. Kwan was warking
latz in ane of the company's dockside warehousss when some af the
wolabie chemicals stored at the site exploded. The resulling fire gut-
ted the warehouss. but firefigiers wers able to comain damags to
the zurrounding busldings. Mr. Kwan's remains were denlified by the
Goroner's Deparimend through forensic magic. The palice are con-

tinuing to investigata the possibiity of arson.

L3

vy

We looked at her, not understanding. “l'm not sure,” she said
in a small volce, “but | think that's our johnson.”

Caood old Snowe Tiger. Her absession with knmﬂng who she's
waorking for had glven us a litthe warning—raybe anough 1o save
our mecks. B Kwan was our johnson and the Tiads—or someone
ele—had geeked him, then we'd gotten into something a e
deeper than any of us had expected. And it was time to get out,

I put i a call to a friend of mine who knows a ot about local
Triad operations. | old him to put the word out that | had a cer-
tain itern for sale that I'd picked up in the harbor district, A few
hosurs. later, a ftte bird told me some buyers were interested, o
we st 4 place and time fo meest.

'vie got an hour and Daenty minutes belore | have to be
there, Maybe an hour and baenty minutes to lee, | don't knos,
We'll see hovw it goes. Hopefully the coin will Bring me better luck
than it brought to Sun Yat-sun. Funny, | kind of wish it was the
Second Coln and not the First . what good is wealth without
longevity in which to spend it?

You know what really bugs me, thowgh? | sill don't under-
stand what the frag is going on.

Fragging dragons. Even dead, they're n-nH\JnE st trouble.

B Thal's all There B A5 nedarn of we o bal, S-I:lll'l'lﬂhl:l-d'gl upoodad
it to Shodowiand o couple doys aftar Lal Kurgg's |TIEET|I'I1; with the
"Itk bird "—piesurrsably e Tiads | don' knows for sure who sand
it end no ore's bean cble to reoch Led Kung, I onybody rura info
fre Sons o Thundar, oos on rrememga Pt wecartt 1o B oy
frings want dawn

o Capt, Choos

Trangrratted: 5 Oclobes 2057 ot 13:58:01 (5N
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B Vou ke WD Diomial Kwan realy s, on't you? He's a big Triod
boss. Minh-Poa Impors 5 o momsey-laundening fronk
B Digger

B Why B every poor 0P wihd gats kilad on the job oufomatically
o secnal moky Baass?
B Lo Manguise

@ Donial Kwon doesn't exst, gocept o5 a cower ID for the good
foles caf Mink-Pao ... which gn't a Tiod shoag al all s yoku2a-con-
rectad, They'va Daen trying to gat thel gresdy honds info Hong
Korg Tar yaors, and Minh-Pao imports is one af their freni-Hing opsr-
agions. Sz F Lel Kung & Co. wane working far someans caling him
sal Kwarn, they'd et find cut why "Bwon” Toked s deatin, arter
all. foka identities ore expenshe

# Moo Polo

B Man, fhic boord gete wilkder evary time | read i
B Flaffs

0 Anyores Pened O guess why ane (of more) of the Tioods & affes
hass Coins?

0 G

@ The greal easterm driagon Lung eceived the Second Con of
luck Supposedly, Lung runs the Red Drogen Teng. Moybe his bays
weng Irngg 1o ged the ful set for their masters coliection. Or
moybie 15 god somathing 1o o0 with Wuxing's Triad connaciians
@ Chirad Cucll

& Whial Triod connechions? Whena s tha prood¥
{.',‘: Bunkar

8 | con't beligws vou'ne oll missicg e abweious. Wa Lung-Wai ..
Lung ... get it? Tre president of Wiaking & the grect cgrogon Lung
in humon forme Lafayt's nat e only deagon running a corp—he's
jEHrone up-front about if, The Tiod connection clinches |, I's the
oty arewer el rakes sene

# Cragorsoons

@ Somy. chummarn. but youw'sa gof no cose. lung B o comman
Cringess raame msaning "dragen” (wihich means i\ proDoDly Bn'
Lng the dragon s neal noamial. W LungeWior s BOckground & 100
wil documenied far hirn 1o be a drogon. | woukdn™t e sunponsad
I waning and Lumg hod some kdnd of dedal going bahind fhea
wanes Bn Toct, 1'd b recl sarginisad i they oo 1. but Thot Oioess
ngthing 1o back your treany

@ Chire Dol

@ Moybe the dragon reploced the reol Wu Lung-Wa O maytbe
I'var pst Baan wiahching 1oa much Ind FMesvei rmind
# Whoadunnit

B P the Four Coing wera gifts from the Drogon Kings in ancient
times, mcybe Lung just sants Ris propery Dock
B Roinhiohes

Bl
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KO WATCHES THE WATCHERS?
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whio invole themselves i ool poliice, hig runnes 1o o their
cirty wiork, Some crocoforms, such a3 tha feathered st Potane
in the Yucatdn or the feathersd seepent reportedly eadng
ALOHA in Howai'i. even get involved with polifical upeisings. Bul
how many of you waoulkd think of Dunkelzahn?

That's ig—good old Dunkelzahin, e "Big D" hirnsall. Mow,
| kricnw micny of wou ore probably thirking thot ol that Moty surfin®
is findly stafing o iy old Copd. Choos's Beain. Dunkelahn, you
sy Tre fricken shar, the drageon thaf milicn of people oround the
ward irvite info Fhei Bving roormsT The diogon B0 inusted that e
coudd win the presidency of the UCASY Thot some oid lowabds
Curkelecn?

Bt thinks oot i, If you're o drogon, what battar woy s Fane
fo make people forget how dangencus you are than to mokes
yvoursalf out o be an honast, upstanding. peace-laving lzard™? The
Foct g, there & D Dather ooy, and Dunkelzohn pulad it off 50 well
thit hundreds and hundrecks of people—unnes included—
ended up working tor the crogon In ore woy of anothes, O
cowrse, now fhaf he's gore, s ecty 1o ses wihal o gion shadow
e ot os e folowing accounts show,

& Capt. Choas
Tronamitted: 2 Octopar 2067 ot 115803 €5

NOTHING BUSINESS,

JuST PERSONAL
by Hawke

© Howke s 0 shodowrunner who oparates mosty oul of the
Beston/Mew York Sprawl region. He's bean in fhe Dusiness Kng
arough to know what's whot and | tnust his judgreent. He also
resacds o lifle helo, ard he's posted heare looking Tor Some onewers,
i aryone hos oy of the poydoto he's looking for, post hare and
1 will consider it o personal Tavoe

& Copt, Chaos

Traramithed: 2 October 2067 ot 120327 (E5T

I'd just finishiesd ane of those rare strings of shadowruns
that actually go the sy you expeact them o, which had given me
a bit of a head sfart on the money sieation and the chance to
enjoy some well-sarned time off. Labe spring in Boston s a @ood
spason o have a lite unstrectured free fime on your hands, and
I ook Full advantage of It | was beginning my days with workouts
along the Esplanade and spending my afternoons and evenings
reacouainting mysed with the shops and eaterles of the Back Bay
and Morth End, respectheely.

Then one evening | was panaking of a particulary fine meal
ar Artle’s when | got a call. {I sheays carry my phone with me,
evien when I'moon “vacatlon,” because wou never know what will
turn up ) | put aside some of the finest antipasto this skde of Rome
o take the call,

“Hawke, it's Brand. 've god & sitwation that | could use your
hielp with,”

It was Xancher Brand, a local fixer 1 had wored with many
times before, Brand weas a gentleman’s gentleman and had neves
steered e wiang in any of ow business dealings during the ten

years I'd known hirm. Contacts llke Brand are worth thelr welght in
mold in my business, o | made it a point (o be a8 good b0 hirm as
he was o e, In fact, | consldered him a friend, and whateser his

problem was | was willing o lend a hand.

The matter sounded urgent, so 1 told Brand that | would mest
him in an hour at his place on Beacon Hill. That gave me time oo
at least finish the next course of my meal before sxcusing myself
andd keep from hurting Artie's feelings too seroushy. | went owt fo
my car and slipped my extra sidearm under my jacket before
meading off to the Hill to meet with Brand, Like | sald, & pays fo
b ready,

Good thing, too, because when | reached Brand's townhouse
| got the distinct impression that something was wrong. | get
those feelings sometimes and 've learned to trust them. | rang
the buzzer and waibed. Nothing. Rang it again. S0l nothing. |
knew that Brand had a contract with one of the local security
providers—Minuteman, | think—which was providing penodic
oversatch on his house alarms. Fortenately, he had hired me in
the past to smeak by better systems than this. | just had o make
sure | was quick, because loitering in front of a fitey Beacon Hill
place in the dead of nght was encugh to make ary of the kocal
patrols curiouws.

The lock yielded to my gentle charms, and within seconds |
was gently pushing the door open, Glack in hand. The empiy
feser wias dimly i by the glow from the study as | stepped inside
and silently closed the door behind me. | made my way along the
waall to the door of the study, every nerve in my body tuned for
the slightest sound of briefest Micker of movernent. There was
nl;ll;hlnE. | pressed myself fat against the wall beside the open
doorway, stilled rmy breathing and listened for & moment. Sl
|'H:Il;|‘|||'|E_. | span Info the doorway, the white dot of my Smantlink
tracking into the room. | checked right, left and above before |
took stock of what Ly before me.

Brand was slumped over his desk. and | didn't need to get
any closer o see that he was dead. A small pool of blood had col-
lected on the edge of the desk and dripped onto the fine Persian
rug covering the Aoor. From the look of 1. he'd been shol Daice al
close range with a light pistol of some kind—weapons as heavy
as sl streed-types carry would have beft exil wounds you could
drive a truck through. That meant scmeone who prefemed stealth
ol stopping power, probably & professional hit man.

Az | checked Brand's body, | realized that the phone call
could have been part of a plan o lere me to the iownhouse and
frarme mee for the hit. Brand s blood was still mosthy liquid, and his
by was slighithy warm to the fouch. That meant the hit probakly
happened only a few minutes before | arrived. | chose to assume
that It really had been Brand on the phone earlier, and that his
death had something to do with the trouble e wanted my help
with, Linforfunately, a b-:-:!'_-,rgl.l.al'd wouldn't have done him much
good al that paint.

It didn't seem like the killer had disturbed anything in the
townhouwse, which suggested that whobver was here was only
nterested in geeking Brand. Either that, or the intruder knew exsct-
by wheere to find what be was lockdng for and didn't want amyone
else to know that it was missing. A quick check of the study didn’t

OUNHELEAHN'S SECARAETS




' - v
h ; i chd
T

turnm up anything wnusual, | was c::lns.u:l-nﬂng -t_'r':_-chlng Brard's srmall
deskion computer for possible clees when a sound caught my
attention—and probably saved my life

Brand s house & sormething like three hundred years ald and
I'd guess that parts of it are stll original equipment. The stairs
creaked slightly when anyone walked on thern, and Brand often
compared them to the “nightingale foors™ of the old samural
manors—surfaces consmucted o make a sound whenever some-
one moved across them. 5o when | heard a faint creak from the
stalmwell | quiethy made rmy way o the doorway of the studhy and
listened. The creaks came fairly
regular and shover, S0 Whoever was
coming down wias taking his time
and being careful, When | counted
enough steps to indicate that the
Intruder was at least past the land-
ing and heading dewn to the
foner, | spun out of the doorsay in
A crouch and aimed up along the
banister.

For a split second the figure
halfeay up the staineell was no
more than a blur Then rmy skill-
wires kicked in and time seemied
to stand still, allowing me o pick
out the details of the man's face
argd the slim serni-automatic he
raised toward me in Surprise. He
seemied o be moving in slow
mation &8 | leisurely put two shods
Imt his Cheest,

Time sped wup agsin as he
dropped to the stairs, and his gun
clatterad down the steps, | stalked
closer, kq'r_-rulng my Glock trained
an him, then reached down with
o hand foorall him over, | kniew
frarm Ehe ook in his eyes and the
wounds that he was either dead or
would be in a lew minues. | also
inew that | had to be getting the
frag outl of Brand's place bEcause
Mirsteman or Knight Errant might
shiv Up on the doorsiep at amy
minute, and | doubted that they
wiouldl bther to knock (o ler me
knowy they were coming in. A quick check through Me Hitrman s
pochets yielded a credstick and a slim pocket secretary | recog-
rized 45 Brand's. The pocket comp. M Hitman's semi-awtomatic
ared thee credstick disappearsd into the inner pockets of my jaecket
as | ook one last look at the assassin’s face and bolued

B 5oy 1o Durst omeone s bubDle about this amusng tke oetac
i slory, Bul it showld e menfioned ™al Hawke B cumently
wanted by the Boston quthorities on sspicion of murdering
¥ander Brand. Howke's indomous for some of tha hits he's cormeg

ot and Brand is ust ane more in g kong line, Minutaman Sacurity
tound no evidance of the evants hal Howles describes in e mar
rivtive, Horerkl cordrivend this whole stary to convince ottwars of his
InncCance

@ Mohldan

0 Listan, amae, | oo Fonkes ormd he's a man of onorn He doas-
F o0 wabwork omy morg Thiot wis 0 long hma ogo, bafoea he
et up with pecple like Brand and me who wane wiling o play it
straight with him, He did what he hod to fhen and 'mowiling o
roke kirm af e owond Everyors
fregging knows that Mirutemaon i
on the take from of ot Tour dif-
fererd big shats i the Heb and
wiodld fraggin” cowed Up &ven
Dunkelrabe's Sl i womaons
ikl tham anough ho o it Fart
O-CoOE Can D I‘LISI.IQI'I‘ 1[5
what thay're for.

0 Six

8 The some couwd be sod of
SN LI S
@ hNohtan

When | was a lithe kid | used
to dream abowt being an artise, |
loved to drawe and my mother
would always proudly hang iy
plctures wp  In the kitchen.
Unfartunately, being born in
Southle didn't ghwe me much
oRPOrtunity to @0 1o ar schoal, S0
| ended wup using my talent with
iy hands and ry eye for degail for
something other than poriraits
and watercolors, | still e to draw
tor relax, but | also see the irony in
my ability o creare something
Beautiful even after all ehat | have
seen and done (nomy ife,

Being able fo draw also
comes in handy when you're ne-
creating the face of a Killer thad
wou've seen only once. Like | said,
I've got an eye for detalls and
faces. Anyway, | took the time to put together what | considened
a geod sketch af Me Hitman and scanned it Into a file so | could
send it out on the Matrix iF | seaded to. (Yes, | still draw with
paper and pencll rather than a graphlcs fablet, Never could get
used to the nuances of electronic drawing and—as anyone who
ks e will el you—I don't mind getting oy hands dinty. )

The credstick was certilied and held fve thousand nuyen, Mo
user 2, no SN numiber, nothing fo connect it to the shooter. but
| dichn’t really expect the assassin o be stupld enough to camy
idertification. | decided fo hold an o e cned. Tr:.rlng ta cash in
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on some quick nuyen might fp off the wrong pecple, and | vwant-
ed 1 hold that cand in reserve in case | needed it later,

The semi-automatic was a nloe plece of work—a Walter PB-
120 In good shape, The serial numbers had been lasered off by
the ook of it, which meant a professional job, | rmight have had a
shot at racking down where the hitter had acquired the gun, but
anly if his connection was local, and there was no way of know-
ing that. The clip was short three rounds, which would have been
the ores that took out Brand.

The pocker secretary was Brand's all fight. A nice Renraku
muachel. this year's. Brand lived according to the “latest-and-grear-
eat” principle and had to haee all of the new techno-tows, even if
this wear s madel was simply last year's model with a e paint
job. The comp was passcode protected. of course, Fortunabehy, a
friend ower at Renraku Mol &medca once showsd me how o
pop A comp's access paned and convince It that it's in B repairs
atan “authorized Benraku repair lecation.” That gave me acoess to
the primary functions “behind” the main opsys. From there, dis-
abding the passwornd probection and scrambling the security pro-
toeols wad @asy. It was a shame to trash the llitle critier’s system
like that. but | didn't have time o be polite. | backed up the files
G My ovwn systerm in case ['d missed some other security proto-
cods and started searching,

Cire thimg aboul Brand was that be was a completely com-
pulsive organizer. That's a good quality in a fixer as well as a
friend. and it showed in the contents of his computer. The files
were all very carefully arranged and catalogued. He kept this sec-
retary with hirm all of the e, and it had names, dates, LTG codes
and other useful pleces of data that alloawed him to maintain his
comples network of contacts and operations with the touch of a
button. just out of curiosity | looked to see what kind of files Brand
had on me, | was pretoy impressed at the volurme and detail of the
material—rather Aattered, in fact. | was also surprised ar some of
the thimgs that Brand had known about me but never mentioned.
Funny, the things we keep from each other.

| immediately noflced that several of the files were fagged
with priofity tags. | had the comp arrange the files in order of the
maest recently used ones and saw that a small duster of them had
been fagged and accessed on the night that Brand was killed. |
opened up thowe files and started reading. After the third fle |
notices they all contained a feld labeled Inheritance—each file
described an individual who was named in Dunkelzahn's will.
Mo, that could be some weird coincidence, but | dont think so.
| think the pecple named in these files had something to do with
Brand's death. How or whiy | don't know, bt I'd appreciate any
data anyore oul there can give me about these individuals And
any thoughts on what the frag s going on here,

TOSHI AKIMURA

Physhcal Descripthon: Caucasian/apanese human, slighs build,
miid-30%, halr graying at the temples. Has been known o change
his appearance through cosmetic surgery. Viery slick and busi-
neddlibe. Angel tattoo on rght arm hidden under clothing. Area
of Interest: Mew Crleans, CAS

Inkerftance: Property in the French Quarter and ¥

Contact Code: “Cannonball”® Adderly

i ;”
jm.

Alpha Code: Somethin’ Else

MNotes: Former  strest-runner
knowmn as “Silk" and “Archangel.®
Operated out of Seattle and Mew
Cirleans, Has llved In and waorked
exchusively out ol Mew Orleans for
the past four years, Known to fre-

quent the Dragon's Lair casino,
wwhich he is also rumared to own

8 | hawa run The shadows with Sk
and ha Is a good man, | don't ses
him hanireg anything fo do with any wiongoorsg.

0 Cakeaku

B I he wios a shadawunne:s, be did plenty of woang. Al unnars
do=—=it comigs with thie turf
B SEomper

8 It 5 possitle 1o B o shodowionnes and shll Fawve sorme senss of
e, frirdl
& [iolkoks

e Sik wsed fo owork for Cross Appled Technologies in—you
fuaited i—ihe Saraphim. He wos o compony mon and block-ops
agant for sevanal years unfl he and the corp caled i guits. Fram
wihit | Fesar, P slil cames a gudge oganst Cross far one recson
or ancthar

B CHoert

8 I've hzand ihal Sik & g capable decker—nat high-closs. but rot
bod, Hi specialty s B&E ond infiltration, golng whare hie's not sup-
posad o and Faking things hal dan’t baslang 1o him.

0 Raza

@ Whal's fhe contact code deal—omybody?
B Mosay

@ Mot encugh info on i yet, Mosey
B Daikoku

SMEDLEY PEMBRENTOMN Il

Physlcal Description: Caucasian
troll, broad buikd, one horn on left
side, Smokes expensive Cigars and
has a slight British accent.

Arca of Interest: Boston, LCAS
Inheritance: The Avalon ndghtclub
in Boston

Contact Coder Dave Brubeck
Alpha Code: Time COut

Motes: Former member of the rock

band “The Muclear Elves™ under
the stage name “Boom,” After the
band broke up following the release of their Brst hit alburm. Wiite
It Deswn, be disappearsd into obscurity. Has worked as a shad-
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CRVTUNNET On previous oocasions. Personally Dooks acts for his
nightclub and cam usually be found there.

0 Youve gr'_“-l 1o B kiched g e This Ly i e dome Boom wihao
mshad dums and downed Deees on shage all night with Hres
P bt Elves? A e’y sosrme kind of I'Il{.ll'lr el orptese  Bosoimn hice
gong compongtal Loy halp us ol

0 RumBurirss

@ Once, whie in his cups, Boom soid something about his family
coming from manay in the UK, | owoys thoughd | was funiny Bhal
Fis Ceckney occent fended to ghve way to much mang uppar
choss Brit-moeck wien Be was reclly frashéd o liied.

& ncehing

@ Pombrenton B O bigtme information junkie. Ha has some
mego dofo-feed in his office ol the Avdon. enaugh Doncwicih
tor a small conporation, He must be cownlooding stuff from menws-
rieds and wicd-canrei ol oser the wornd with eguipmeant ke fthot
With somie decant fibar progroms, e could be gothenng a lof of
darfa. Far whal reason, | e no idea,

0 O Roidar

HEMRY HIGGIMNSG

Physical Description: Cawscasian
trodl, older and owverseeight, fond
of fine suits, fine food and wine,
Area of Inberest: Atlanta, CAS
Inhertance: Botle of wine,
possibly ¥

Contact Code: Oscar Peterson
Alpha Code: Nigerian
Marketplace

Motes: Frequents the opera and
baller as woell as many fine restaurants. A known philamthropist

and Conmaisseur.

© Higgy's g conncisssss oll right. ond g hxer of some rapusie. He
orca hred me fo pick up a rogging crote of wine. Said that if was
akd vinkage stuff ond trat | wouldn't gat paid if o single bottle was
brokan. Poy wis good, bul wihal o wairdo

@ Zoech

8 Higgins's cppraciotion of the firesr things mokes hirm a real gen-
flermaan in his declings with ofhes. He condoers himsslf o man of
hnor and expechs fo be freated in knd. He won'T frag you over
for o nuny, bt cross him occs and
vl I Be on hil dek-kE 1oraver

& Groonshemess

AKIRA KAGEYAMA

Physical Description: |apanese
hurnan, late 305, consersative
dress and appearance. Motable for
his abllity to Bend Into a crowd

Area of Interest: Yancoweer, S5C

Inhertance: Vancouver condoplex and ¥

Contact Code: Miles Davis

Alpha Code: Shetches of Spain

Motesy “Financial advisar (0 many Conporations in the Morthwest
and Pacific Rim, motably  Yamatetsu, Renrakye, VisionCrafters
Universal Omnitech, PacRirm Bank and Tokugawa Technologies.

BEATRICE WILDER

Physlcal Description: Mulatio
haman. Fl'.'ll'.l'-'l:'--'l'-'ﬂ'ri'lst' ht'Shr.
dark brovan hair and green eyes
jartificial), mo wisible cybensare
ather than a datajack, but zidi-
thomal enhancements have besn

reparied,
Area of Inberest: Wesbern Europe
Inheritamce:  Mountaln  retreat

located at Rilkon, mear Zurich
Contact Code: Rilly Holiday
Alpha Code: The Legacy

MNobes: Formerdy a shadowrunner under the name “La Belle
Dame,” Operated primarily in Paris. Serong ties with the interna-
tional jer-setiing Crowo

KIMBERLY ROBIMSON
Physical Descripiion: Albno
hurman, slight build, silvery white
hair. mid 20s, datajack behind
right ear.

Area of Interest: Marriy
Inhertance: Can-opener program
Contact Code: Sarah Vaughan
Alpha Codes In the Land of Hi-F
MNotes: Decker who  uses  the
strest-parme “Silveryl." Has previ-
ously worked for la Familia,

B Shyeryk beas in the LS AS—Indicra or lincis, | ihink—ons of hoss
a ] fial srafes with /o tnees. Odher than thot. Dects ma, The Sies
nave been smoked

& Sulivan

@ Chummars, Dewore, Skeary is o stalar decker who designg and
Eagikds Fear con esguigrmeent fom sonahch, Lote of nonmms angd menlos
consicar her o freok becouse s$ha's albing, and she's Gol g per-
manent mad an becguse of 8, the's gof no regular Johnson, o
awEn steady chummaens, despie he foct al sha's oot o figuee 1o
fiwal truat of Lotte Lowin®, fha BIL gtor, Sharys o fohal loner—08 5500
o the run’s aver, whooth, the's gone, Led fo deck Tor Litie MNedl,
and then the old Mofio fomiles in Brooklyn il she manoged fo
swipe a Firsdight from somewhens and went 5063, | ackon that
inbarntance from Cunkbelicobn’s gonng moke her axira-tod, 50 any
Mafiz-{ockeys out thare bether think twice befons crossing Fes

B Wilal Bl Wilicrns
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& If sha's that good, I'm suprsed there's ony info on her at all,
8 Cimni

B 1 she shil rurs e Ehodowe. then she hos 1o Boost a rap somsa. I
evanDody Thinks you'ne deod, wha's ponna bing ya?
B Ann-nibikator

a Useally wa 18t the chipes rol where they moay here al
Shodowiand. Bul |'ve knawn Skeangl for yeas. (We've got a mal,
irctha-flash redaticnship. rat just some “tix connection.) We go
Eack o ke way—onger tho 55 or | would ke o admit, in foct
Thaat's whw I'm breqking with frocition hara, When | 5o hee nome
in Cunketzahm’s wil, | cesurmed dhe simply did Bhe wyim o Teeor But
ofter | sow Howke's post, | grew o Iftle concerned that my good
frisred might e miked up in iGI'I'I'EIT"II'Ig I’_'IQ. 30 | w2t her the posl
o ke her if she would Tke fo comment on it Her responsa fol
kows. | laonne i up 1o vou 1o decide where ahe stands in all this.

0 Copl. Chaos

Iransmitted: 4 Oohober 205 O 182200 (EST)

MY DEFENSE
by Siveryk

Thanks for the file, CC. It seems that 'we suddenly become
some kind of double winner—a gift from the late Dunkelzahn,
president and woyrm-about-town, and honorable mention in the
database of a dead foer While | can't say this is the first time my
name has been mentioned in the personal fles of a ixer, living or
dead. this may be the first tme sech a mention has made me a
suspect in the fixer's death. But | will allow others to search for the
truth—If such a thing can be found in the Matrix,

| krvewy Bamder Bramd—>bhe was a friend and & contact. 'We all
hanee friends that we trust, fends that we will go to the mat for,
and some friendships that are even deeper than that. My rela-
tionship with Brand was both professional and social, But friend-
snip is a pwo-way street. and when an individual s lust lor nuyen
and his own inflated pride lead him to betray and expose people
who onoe rrusted him, those people have 1o defend themselves,
I'm meot saying | killed him, because | didn’t. I'm not esen saying |
knon wha did—because | don'n,

The truth may axist in this electronic warkd, and o | say good
hunting. Burt keep in mird that nothing's black and white in this
day and age—il it ever really was, We live in a4 world where
shades of gray are the norm. Just |udg¢ whiat wou fnd by the stan-
dards of the Awakened world and mot by Hawhe's desire for
revenge. Each of us can only deal with the waorld by our own stan-
dlards—and while those standands are different for each of ws. one
critericn MUST remain absclute, as it has since the beginning of
time, That criterion s justhoe. Withowt justice. truth is subjective.
And consider yourself fairly searmed: | will protect myself and my
chummers

Hawehoe, | hope you are willing 1o recognize that sometimes
the fruth is stranger than fction—and that sometimes the last
thing wou wani to learn 5 that the peopke you think are your ene-
mies are really your friends.

NUIMHELEHHND S SECRETS

B I'm wilng 1o toke O lock at this Ul with on cpan mind, kKady.
bt | herven't given up e possiblity that vou're ineabeed inooll of
fis up ta your pasty white eyabrows. | think everyona alse should
ke frat possibdity in mind, oo, My ile B an the line ond | aiR’l
paing to be hung out ta dry bo cover up somecrs alsa s dirty wok
B Howke

o Trat I}E'll'lﬂ #0k1. hera 15 O Jooument from g ey busy dackear
narmed Diobholigque, Reod corafuly, ewarpane: she has some vany
Interasfing fhings fo soy.
0 Coaal, Choos

Transmitted: 4 Octobar 2057 ot 16:48:56 (£5T)

ANSWERS AND QUESTIONS
by Dlabollgue

Three calls within three days from theee different people, all
of whom you've only had peripheral dealings with, generally
meeans something's up. So when | received a call from Hawke, fal-
lowed by a call from Silvery® and then one from the esteemed
Captain Chaos, | knew that whatesver they wanted was important.
S0 | did a little digging in the Matrix, had a feswy heart-to-hearts
with my contacts, and | carme up with scme very Interesting data.
Fram the kooks of it I'd say something big is happening in the
shadows, Or more precisely, something blg has been happening
for awhile, Once | realized the scope of it, | fgured the best way
o ensure my safery was 1o put what §lenow—achually, what | sus-
pect, b be more precise—at in the open.

Asowas stated earller In this complled post. every Individual
mentichned in Brands files received something in Dunkelzshn’s
will. | moticed it a while ago and so conducted a Iitthe research on
the activithes af the known fxers on Brand's list and a lod of other
people mentioned in the Big D's will. Taken separately, it all looks
like nothing maore than a ot of wnrelated shadow activity. the kind
af day-to-day drek that goes on in the shadows. But when you put
all the pleces together. the resulting picture begins o suggest a
vasl organization conducting its biz just below the surface of the

shadows—an organization headed by the late, grear dragen. |
think; Brand knew about this organizathon, and it got him killed.

& Somecns in this onjaonization kiled Brond 7|
0 Hoawke

B el | Think sormesané in the aganizalion—aor a faw someaonas=—
g somatteng to do with it But | don't knoss who. Infoct, | dan't
heave corcnete proof of his agonization o anything I'm feling
'r!uu—|'|'|'| st soing ol gvanytting 've uncovared B-LIWE'E-TE that
It exaists,

& Diabalcpss

0 'Whisa Freeng just o minute, Dioboligue. You' e soping that the Big
L wixs nunning some wost shodow enterpebe? That's quite o
streteh, | mean, ol of peopks god stulf in he wil. That doasn't
e thiay wana ol in his employ, And how come ro one noticed
this befora™

B Skapdik




Listen. | chon't expect everyone o bellewe what I'm saying
witthout hmrlnE_ the whole stong. I'm still not sure | believe it all
el Bt it all seerms 1o fie. Let me stant at the beglnning. I'll nan
ﬂ'ruuﬁh what | think. how | arrived at this theory—and then
everyone can decide for himself whether or not to bellewve it

THE DRAGON'S WEB

As owe all know, Dunkelzahn was the first dragon o show an
interest in humanity as anything other than a source of autrition.
His initial apgpearance in Demver and his subsequent tideo inter-
views made him the volce of the Awakened world to millions of
viewers around the world. He became an instant. ~approachable”
medla daring—something that no other dracoform bad ever
pulled off. Mext, Dunkelzahn ook the milllons of nuyen that he
made from sales of his interviesss (b free, no bess) and invested
them in the purchase of his Lake Loulse “lalr,” which he convert-
ed into the VislonQuest Therme Park. Suddenly, Dunkelzahn had
a—well. “ouddly” Image |5 the only way | can think to put it.

@ Hard 1o think of something Fhat was the bre of a bulding and
cowened in arnored scoles as "ouddly.”
8 ‘White Tigar

8 Maoyba 50, but b e any affer dragan Ral hod i own plush
dall?
8 Thea Morkataar

Pretty soon, people thought Dunkelzahn was nothing mone
than the reptilian equbalent of an alr-hesded trideo bimbo. And |
cthink that's just the way he wanted it, because his public image
prowided such a compelling pecture of the dragon that no one
ewer did amy serous digging inte his private affairs, into the things
P did while he was away from the lights and cameras.

| won't go into everdhing | know oF suspect about
Dunkelzahn's private activities over the years. They are simplhy oo
extensive to get into here—and e probally only managed to
mick the surface, armyeway., Suffice It to say that in one way o anoth-
e, the Big D had his talons in governments, unbsersities, soclal
argan|zathons, peolitical Aroups and even megacorps all over the
world. Dunkelzahn had a massive political and economic empire,
Al run with shadow-resources and an extenshee nebsork nl’agents
that arswered 1o him directhy or indirectly,

@ ¥ou think this sfuft wios all g bulld-up to fhe presdential Bid?
@ Smoky

@ You think it wasn't? OF course It was With fhis many shaccne
conrections s also eoking predty obvious who gged fhe "5
plechors.

B Chonsmoss

& Obvicus nothing. Dig up same evidence and fhen we'll ok
R
0 Fastlock

@ | ogree with Fastdack. Buiding an crganization Ika thof woedd
1ake some mojor ime ond rescurcas—ime and resownces he Bg

D woukdn 't gsend on a mens pracidentol bed. Mo, | think e moli-
waticn behing this kinda thing would hava fa be somatining much
Bigged than the UCAS prasidency. something miuch mons fhan the
simple desrs for posr. | imaan, friom B sound of B i Big D wes
D-I'EI'_'Aﬂl'il'lg o g 1o ragoin’ wor or sometning, | think the alechon
timing would Foned Besén o mens coincidence. And besided, if the
lj'l};CI'I had that kind of povearn, Deing e peescent wousld hores
Esian @ sléep down for him, meh?

@ Reolity Czech

8 Hong on g second, hane. You peaple wiem ready 1o accaph hs
whiohs seciel aiganizotion thing wiy too sosly. Grantad., this con
sprocy stuff sounds just fonicslic anough o B frue, Bul why
wiould Dunkelzanm bofher with ol this cioak-and-cagger drg
whan ha hod the cleonest repulalion of any great dogon and
could have opseoted ony rumbes of Dusinesses as apanly o be
did his therme gork and media infarasts?

B zilkan

Weell, working behind the scenes uswally means that you wanl
to hide wour activities frem someone, dght? Who woukd
Dunkelzahn want to hide his activities from? The only lolks | can
think of are his fellow great dragens. Perhaps someons like Loyt
wiould hawe seen Dunkelzahn™s sccumulation of power as a threal
tar his own position. That could hawe starmed a nasty power-strug-
EI‘: that the Big O would undoubtedly want to avold.

@ | find it hewd 1o bebleve That somecns ke LohssyT woulcn't e
kncwn whot Dunkstzahn wos up ta,
@ Machi@berin.inne

@ Wha knows? Sounds like Durkekohn did o good job covenng
his trocks, Lobanyr's got tha daily business afl rurding O meQocom
i el with. Maybe he just didn't nohica

@ Block-Eyed Supan

8 Walt o minute, the Machimon Ras o good point. And what
aibcist everyons in the shodows? I this orgoniofion was so big
ard powarb, haw come Ro ane ever sispected its existenca’
B Urrirery

8 | ogres with Umniay. | don’t buy i, Meybe Hhe diegen hod a kot
af prl, Bud e s just mo fragging way fhat he could b hic-
dan 50 much iom svenyond,

B Bittar Lemor

@ Wiy ot Look ot Loty s Duy-out of Soeder-Knupp. One of the
sunhest piecas of shock manipulalion ever and no one sow i come
ing unil it wos oo kate, Lobayr's influsnce on 5K Decaffe pubic
krowincge anly because the diagon decided o consolidaie and
take it cwver If he hod kept quiefly in the Bocaground, e could
hrwa retainess coniial of e conp by peoey with no ona it wised
0 0L Rolcker

Probably the BEgest factor in Big D's success at keeping his
organization secret was his use of a simple, age-old $lage-magl-
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clam's trick: misdirection. Keep the audience wartching thiz shices
and It will never nofice what you're doing behind your back. As
| mentioned before, the dragon™s trideo personality provided
the perfect cover—no one suspected “good old Dunkelzahn” of
hanimg any ambitions greater than being the king of lyte-night
television.

And what s more, Dunkelzahn took care to protect his secned
persona at ol times. Everyone knows that Lofeyr Is the anginal
blg. bad corporate dragon and that's just the way Lobenyr likes it—
drek. Loffy’s people put out a newsvid release damin near BRIy
time thelr boss so much as picks his nose. Well, the Big D didn't
work that way. He didn’t get invobeed with any hlgh-pm'ﬁlc merg-
ers of publicly-humgry megaconps. Instead of buying out major
regACarps, he imested in the up-and-comers=—hundreds of them.,

B Makes parfect sanse. Sipping in e back door B ofben monm
effeciive van Breaking down e fions,
0 ‘Whisher@mo,cos. i

The wyrm's corporate influence was generally confined o
second- and third-tier conporations, but he also imeested In a log
of small start-ups and new businesses. He always seermed o be
looking oul lof interesting mew investment oppontunities for his
considerable wealth. The dragon would find a company that was
in troubde o just getting starbed and in nesd of Bnancial support.
IF the firm struck his fancy, it would recelve funding from a thind
pany—usually a fixer of shell comparny that the dragon contralled
indirectly. That way, the company ot going and Punkelzahin
effectively cwned them. even though nothing eould be traced
back to him. Al in all, the Dragon's business empdne pru;lba,bnl:,l
rivaled that of seweral magor megaconps,

@ And of the some time tha drogon dign’t develop the bod-hoop

rap of cofpanahe wynms ke Lobayr,
B Aty

B Wy wialldin 't he wanl o rep? Good rep meons espect
© Jooocn

@ Simple. Mat hoving o mputation mears thot your enemias temd
to underastimate you. When you're working behind fhe scenes,
thes lesit thiteg yens wert bs ba get a rep for being the bodoest kid on
the biock
® argent

B 50 windl wias the dregon investing in? That could provide a clua
abnat wheat b wios up ta,
B Woodhword

From what | can tell, he concentrated a large share of his
imvestments in high-tech research, especlally during the past few
years. The dragon stared off by buying Matris and ASIST research
firrms in the 2030s, then moved on o more sophistcaed stuff in
moee recent years—AlL nanotechnology, robodies and cybernetics.

0 Mokes serss. Dusketzahn was realy fhe only drogon who wids
knicdarn B0 hoye an interasl in the Matrie ord i innes WCIIHHQS R

SR T

L,

“’”“"‘“E‘i

wWAOE CRroinhy e mosh Compuner-itesala Qragan oryyane kruey af,
That kind af Mofix sreey would hove been imvauable fowand
oparating in the modem waold without Deing moficed. Durk
iermed 1o Fave a real hande on the woy that the media worked,
ond playad it ke o maestro.

B Medo Walaha

2 Chumrmerns, | uted fo work fresslance for Dunkelzahn and led ma
teldl you, the dragon was cna big techno-weenia, He mad some of
e sweated hordwore and sofbeore you woukd @ver want Ko
rnderface with. Mode you feel ike o eal god in the ‘i, ke noth-
ing could stop youw If that can-openes progrorm Sivend gal from
rirm i lie thot drak, shae's ganng Bave some real fun with #

© Meon Drogon

& Hmmm, Wondar what happened to the rest of that computer
gear? Angane ko wiha's gat 17
& Cong Wamricor

@ Dorviar, probobly. Thot ditch s ke froggin® Maolbu 52oci, she's
got evary play-est in the waod.
0 e Cro

8 Actudly, | wouldn't Be supised i Bighton ended up with it os
port of the Visioncluest pockogs
e T Dead Deckers Socialy@nouscassen.ang

& Excise me for inferupling, folis, but i seems like we're getting
a bit off frock. I'm convinced obout the [Fs motivation tor secia-
<y hara, but | stil don't understand Fow P could aperote this wast
anganizotion without exposing himsak

& Gilian

ORGANIZATION

Oibviously, Dunkelzahn didn™t oversee much of his shadow-
work personally, He made the major decisions and calbed the
shots, but a lod of different people got thlnﬂs done for hirm,
Shadownumners formed the lowest ter of operations. They'd g
their orders from a lixer or an agent from one of the Blg D's shell
companies, Maost lilkely the runners-nor the fixers and agents whao
hired therm, for that matter— ever knew who they were really
wodking for. They simply got thelr orders from someone on the
tier of operations abowve them. And those peaple got their arders
From someane above them, and s0 on. [t was ke a glant onlon—
wou could peel away Liyer after layer and still not get 1o the mid-
dile af it all. Only ehe most trested operathees were brquh: It
the dragon’s confidence. and none of them really knew e big
piCTUrNe, of even a significant pant of that picture. &N in all. be prob-
ably had thousands of people wirking fiar him, IF wou count all af
the shadowruns that he influenced indirectly.

@ Mot gll of Dunkalzohn's agents wane metahumon, sither. Theane
5 evidence that the dragon hod a et af paanonmals working o
hif: frée spirits, sasquatch. shopeshitters ond moyoe other reces.
Ha saamiad fo e g lof of pull i Awokenad honds like Armcazonia
] Sk

@ Red Wraith
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8| mantioned the death of Dunkelzahn to o free soiit I'm formeliar
with, If reccted with shock ond sodness—honsest, i did. It said, “We
hava kost o triend. ™ | ERaugh that meybses the spink knew the Big O
parsonaly, & | said e some thing to o wotcher spinit | ad con-
el ond i recctad the sams way. | mesan, The wabckuer soiit baos
ol o rrwch sense o5 o doakmob and vat if recctesd o finis
news a5 IF T hod lost B8 Desl rend. 'm mot sune wehal i al means,
Bl | gt fa 1edl you, if the Big 0 hod thot much influsnca arreng
ha dangzans Of GEirol Spoce. hen dragons may B mons power-
ful Than wee eves imagined.

& Maoge-o-mafic

And Dunkelzahn’s organization womked ke an intelligence-
gathering netwaork, oo, Dunkelzahn's agents would sesk out use-
ful infarrmation and pass It on to thelr foers o company managerns.
The fleers and managers would then pass useful info to the next
ther of operatives, and 50 on. Finally, these people would send
thidr data to Dunkelzahn and his closest achvisers, My research
shiows that Dunkelzahns lairs {both in Lake Loulse and the ane on
Prince Edward Island) had some sefious data traffic Rowing in and
out of them from all over the world, He also set up lines and
nodes In some unexpected places—dason City, bowa: Enid,
Oidahoma: the Aledtians.

In Fact, Information-gatherng was probably one of the most
important functions of the netwark. And some of the most Impor-
tant members of the nedsork were the watchers,

0 What ang “walsha?”
B Ty

| figured somecns woulkd ask that question. Let me axplain
by firs saying that everpone would agres that mamwrumlng Is
blg business in this day and age, &s cne shadowrunner once said,
Tl are essential b the modern wordd.” Withouwt us, the mega-
corps, the governments and the Bigwigs wouldn't have the “deni-
able asseds” they need oo perlorm their dirty work. The system has
become so sophisticated, so involved and so Interconnected that
the only ones who can get away with the things the corps need
done are the ones who are outside of the system altogether, invis-
i and unknown. Blank ciphers thal the all-sesing epes of the
Matriz can’t track. We live in the shadows cast by the comporace
glanis and we're part of the machine that makes it all wark. | think
that Dunkelzahn understood that better than most people.

Considering  that shadownunning |5 such big business, it
makes sense thal employers woukd want to keep tabs on the
shadows, After all, any corp knows that It needs o carchully study
thie business environment and continually take stock of its assets
to work as efficiently as possible. 'Well, nowadays, what happens
in the shadows affects everybody, and shadow-resources and
black ops are just two different kinds of assets. But shadowrun-
niers, and the shadow warkd In which they aperate, are cutside the
system. Runners can't b2 onganized, fabulated and tracked like
other corporate assets or they lose the very qualithes for which the
corps walue them most—namely, thelr anorymity and deniability.
Similarly, important esents in the shadow world can't be tracked

In the usual wways. Blg—ﬁme empoyers—Iike Dunkelzahn—neoed
some ather way to manage their shadowmunning assets and kesp
tabs on the shadow waorld. That's where the watchers come in,

WATCHERS

Inforrmation has been called the only real commodiny of value
in this day and age, and that might well be troe, Data is the prima-
My ot of many Conporalions, and some twm out |'H:|ﬂ'||rl3 It
And the masket s growing every day—observers estimate that the
amount of data on the Matrix has been Incressing exponentially for
e past several decades and will continue to do so for the foreses-
able future, While the Increasing walue and volume of infrmation
has bed 1o the deselopment of hangowts such as Shadowland anad
pastimes such as Matrix surfing, 6 has also led o the development
of & unique institution among corporations: the watcher.

Watchers are conporate agents who are pabd by A COMpany o
keep an eye on things, That's it—they just watch for data that
might be of interest in one way or ancther to their conporane boss-
es, Sounds ke a real cushy job, neh? Well, | know plenty of deck-
ers who thought so, too, and ended up disappoinied, because
watching Is hard work, Watchers basically funcion as one-man
data-collection teams. Some like to do things for themselves,
some employ armies of deckers to do thelr legwoerk, bul each
must sifi throwgh gigapulses of data from the Matriz, video broad-
cALt, mEwsnets, corporabe reponts. on-line sendoes—ihe never-
ending deluge of information that mess of us ke out, And some-
times a watcher has to sift through tons of babble to find a shiny
litthe of nugget of data.

8 You con bet thot monsg thonm o few waotchen occass
shodowiond, oo, This s ane of e besl places to beep up fo date
on the state of emon kncedacige and 1o monitor fhs aftects of
wour Does" s disinfoemotion emans

@ Liwe'fire

In the course of their work, most watchers dig up lots of
secrets, secrets that El'-'l: SOHTIE W TChRrs midjor poaer within their
organizations. In Fact, many watchers are the real powers behind
the thrones of thelr corporate divisions,

‘Watchers also employ huge numbers of shadowmnners.
‘When there is a piece of informatkon that can't be cbtained by
Comvenional MeEans, [hE'}' are mane than 'W:illll'lE to hire outsicde
talent to aoquire it Generally, watchers only o after Information
l'h'.'.‘}l' think will e valualbde 1o gheeir -ET'I"I[‘HG}'E‘I' DUl Siee Are more

willing to gamble.

B Themre's g waicher Jown in Lo .HI"'Q'BE"& ramed Mk Hammanond
who works far Angelic Enfertanment. Ha's the eyes and ecrs of
Lofwyr in CaFres. and seams raaly hungry fo dig up some drek on
fhe ather corps in The area Ba fum dwsern 1o b Boass and 50 noease
Soeder-Krupp's influence in the Free Stabe. Worked for him once
Bafane, o The By wis Qﬂli.'lﬂ

B kir. Cleon

Mlorst waatchers are agents of vaious corporations of GOverm-
ments, but some operate as freelancers, selling their sendoes and
information 1o the highest bidder. Few ex-comporate watchers
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axist, howvewer, Decause most 'i'.i:l'l'lpdr'ﬂﬁ aren’t '!'F""I"I,E 1 b=l EPwsir
valuable “assets” wander sway—especlally when those assets
:\|w&:|"5 ko o0 miuch. Al of which makes the freelance watcher
& rare breesd incesd.

FIXERS

The ather important members of Dunkelzahn's nebsork were
his fixers. That might sirike some of you shadowrunners as a bit
strange, bt think about it for a minuee, Fixers are pald to know
the right people for the dght pob at the mght tme. A& fixer's pro-
fessional reputation ks measured entirely by who he knows, what
he knows about them, and how many favors people owe him.
Fixers make their livings by sarning more favors than they haee to
Eive gur in return, They deal in the biggest commodity there |5
information. Mot the kind of information you can get from the
flatrix and media outlets, because you can hire a compesent
walcher 1o get that for you. Fixers deal in infermation gathened
the old-fashioned way: 1i1.r-u|.|gh connections, contacts and work-
ing the streets, They spend most of their tme building wp, main-
taiming, and :lﬁurlng thee contirued ;gr-uwrh of their “stables™ of
connections. That's why the best fiaers seem 1o know Evenyons,
or at least they abvays seem o know just the dght person for the
job you're locking to @et done,

& Wik both ways. You wanf o be succaesstul in fhe shodows?
Cevelop a Qood rekafionship with O Couphe of Tikess fraf you can
at lecast trust to ba straight with youw aboust g wn. The recommen-
daticn of o good fheer is the best odwertieEing you con do for your-
saff. Fvers ore e Hollwaood agants: fhay flelkd Fhe Best offers dard
fired one of thieir clisnts to do thie job. Hanging cuf ina “rmeaf mar-
kel” meling far a ke Johnson & just asking for fnduble Bacausse
Jornsors Qo o ploces ke that fo find cheon. expendobDie shod-
cre-Polent, A good fudr will By 1o keap pou dwory Trom jobs ke fhot
Dacouse it's in his Dest infarest to maintan g ful sioble of goed
FUMrETs.

& Argant

Maturally. fixing is & very competitive business, There B only
=z much shadoaw-work o go arcund, and quite aften one foer's
gain b another foer's loss. The employens of the shadows like it
that way, It keeps flers hungry and it keeps them sham, 1t7s lke
street-level Darwinism: only the best and the fttest survive,

That's why many fixers maintain relatlionships with the big
organized crirme syndicates like the Mafia and the yakuza In
return for the fxer's sereices, the organization backs him with cap-
ital. provecton, and resources—eesounces that bet the fAxer take
chances that other Axers can't afford to take. Megacorns and gow-
ernments sponscr their own fers as well—in fact, heading up a
corporate black ops division or 4 government spook squad ane
akin to the Hoby Crall for most Axers. Those kinds of positions pro-
vide the lewel and quality of infleence that makes most lixers go
weak at the knees just thinking aboast it OF course, the competi-
tion lor such positions is quite Berce.

Maturally, these “established” organizations are quick to
squash any new groups of fixers that seem to be establishing a
toe-holkd, because amy unified group in the shadow community

will abmost cemainly inberfere with the established crganizations’
abdlity to take their pick of the best and brightest. That's why start-
ing wp wour own network of fellow Axers 15 incredibly difficult
unless you are very, wery subthe—ar unless yow'we god the help of
somie wery powerful individual—a great dragon, for example.

B Ghvan the choice, | prafer o work wilf O fuer witd's indepsn-
dant, aven it that means he's not as “big time™ os some of the
“rmacks men” of e Mafia of ke pakuza. Indies ars mone lkely o
chaal siraight with you ond less likaly fo De pushing somenns alsa s
agenda. If irey'ie good, they'l| develop a suppor Grganrization of
thalr owne If mot, they're probaoly not warth wiorking with

0 Amezing Srooe

8 ‘Wotch out for gowemmant feers, especialy onyone working for
the LCAS Feds. They'll hang you cuf ta dry in a norasecand i i
suits thiem—ond mest of the jobs they Nire shadosrunners for om
suicide missians in disguise. And il you're caphured. eyl disavow
al krowisdgs of you. fhe faps wil saif-dastruct in ten ssconds
ard all of hal cleak-and-dagger drek.

8 D nsciar

KINDA FAR-FETCHED, ISN'T IT?

@ 5o ket me get this straight. Dunkelzahn nuled o secret polit-
calfesonomic amiping, which B adminsterad via o shadow nel-
wiork of gseorted 'EIEH"ITE. nannens, watchars ond fikers, | 0l fing i
R b Beslievss Wal none of the ronmsn who worked far Rim
DCILIEH"-" an ko thie Bl sacrat

& Skeplik

B WOW! IF all rmoke sense fo me now. | Think 've working for
Cunkstoohn for yeors without knowing it You sea. I'va bean run
g e shadons tnce | wim old arough to anatch fried from the
Incal Shaffer Shock, About sevven years ogo. o fieer cols me out of
the Dlua, anranges O ezt and initbea me 1o join in on a run ona
CFS irstalation in the middke of rowbsse ba grob sams slecinanic
doo-dad. I'm oot sure whot Fwos—my o wos 1o run slent and
lermnporerily discble the guoards, and to cover The hoops of a cow
Rk of Oeckars and an slecincian/ngger The run wart smicoth, |
didnt kill the guards, and when | ot bock to Derver | gat paid
good cred

The masat Aoy ' hanging in a e bor in the UCAS sactor,
whan who waks up to me but e some feer (1 coll him “58m")
Aske rne i Daant arstes oo, ' shocked, oue wsualy | end up ook-
ifg ficar rry rect bz haet weiinkes offer |'we run out of cred, ond Feee be
is asking me i 1 howe any infanest inoworking right away ogain. This
firme, Jirm says, he’l pay me the same amount as Tor e last job, or
Q month’s rent on o nice e pod In o pratty weoly sachon of the
A sechor. Hel, |'m gomne. 1w anotines srmoati run, anofhes cou-
tion against cacking onyona, and I'm frashy,

DL.I'I""«Q the et Pend yaam, | went on about svaniy-five ung
for Sim—al simpie, in-and-out jobs, o wehaork, 6 refum, | got o
ghaacky wipoly of matesial for anchonting and such. magic taach-
ars seemed 1o show up just when | wat ready 1o leam something
riaw, | studiiad neorty evany form of hond-fe-hond combot with the
st i Derver's Chinalowr, ook ee vooafions. and ance o
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twice whan | gof beot up prefty bad Sim was thene paying all the
bils of the DocWogon clnic

Afer I'd besan hane aboul fee yesan working axclusively far
2im, he says he'll be out of town for obout sie months, sayvs he's
Poing on wacation to Lake Louss, He words rme 1o do him a e
ferecars while he's out of fowm. Says thot he left my nome and nume
Ear with O Gy o wil 58T up some rurs, ond Dl even Q-EIT axira
crad ¥ | wand fo da the fiker's job on these uns, too. Now, the
shadows oon get pretty IJ'EII'IWG'LFE- ol | nesar |'|'I'l:lLI'|;|'|r about
being o fboes, Buk | fgure whol the Reck, #s only for o few months.
%0 1 ongonked fiwe jobs curing this time. Theay ol went off prathy
sy and the oy an The alfsern eand of the samm—I| colked him
Mr. Ciabn pecaouse he hod o supse-strong Mew Orieans gcoent—
saams redly pheaad], He asked re i | wonded fo work o8 o T
and munmes full fime. Wall, | soid thot he'd howe fo wolt for my
angwar until my fend Sim came back from his sacalion. e
Cojun neplies, “Loyalty con never be bought, only eamed. You
niave posesd.” Twd dorys ot Jim come Dock,

Sim seemed ta be reclly hoppy with the rurs | did, ond he
possad clong M Cojun’s compiments, toc. 1'm figuing 1've baen
cought up i some Bnd of coporote mane ond thot thay hod
nooked and resled me in | was actually prafty conceined, but
Thaigs guys wird Fice, recl fica, 5ol fhought moybe | dicn't mind
a3 much otter all | figurad they might e Ares. but | taked with
Offudf rurress who worked mostly for Ares and they never hod it as
good 05 me

Aot a e kater, Sim colked me and said M had a big ane,
‘Whan | gat to the sofehouss for the meat, tham's twenty-fea run-
naf sfting acwnd. | kRew aboul Ball of e fom working in
Danver over the waors, ond most of e rask | knew Dy thar epi-
latiors. Sirm asphaireed thol we wans |ﬁk'l"“g an Mﬂﬂhﬁmﬂﬁ—ﬂ
'ED‘.IHS'ECTET-':'JWUWEEU”IJ'I pngst, 0 moge who hod
arieesd thal rmomming. We coukd kil anyoms who gal in e woy, bt
not e moge, Sim informed us that e would be coming dong as
a ngger fwho knew®). Well, only eight of w retumssd hal mighit—
ond Sm wosn't ane of those sight, The Azzies bt his von with o mis-
sl just bafore it reached the CAS border The mage wios banely
aive whan we meached cur safebcuss, He'd wsed hao of aur dem
team fo fusl what | now RRow 18 Blood mages. and wie had o
pumma B urtil e was borely alve 1o subdue him

| cofled the only pereom | could think of—dr Cojun, He fokd us
to hodiom e mcage 1o e local DocWagon clinic and woif e
urtil e arkead 1o "toke core of business. ™ He orviad chout Ralf on
Fowr exteer, wilh wieal aked like o poromililang team. They Took The
mage, climbed info ther block Hughes Alstor and took off, An
Feouf kates, | recebhvesd a coll fram B Cajun, who motfer-od-Tocty
tals ma thot | now hove teo milion rapen inan occount in the
Zuitch-Cebital and that | own an Blond off e coost of Aondo
somepkce—and thot | shauld go e immedialely and check il
aul Tor abawt o yaarn, The meat doy. my hicuss in Densar wos Dk
o bits while | wos out an on erond. | happed on a plane thal
aftamcon.

%o, ohoul gk monihs ogo. | et a coll incem Mr. Cajun, wiho says
nie wiould like to mest me in Miomi ond dscuss my fubare with the
ocrganization. & day before the meet. he colk ond cancels. He

3ys Q new cevelopment has cooured and he woulkd ke fo meet
latar onoe the situdgtion & mormol The next doy Dunkedzahn
checlares himsal o condicdote for prasident of tha LUCAS. | haven't
hiecrd from Mr Caun snce, but | hope | do because if | eos work-
irg) foar the Big D, I'd lowe fo do it again. He reoted me fair ond
soare and nat ke 0 piece of medat. | may Rove been one of his
urmwitling operafives, But I'd de il again in a hearlbeet.

@ The ax-Demear Kid

@ Nice shory—! sugpest you send it ower to the Fichon Withar's
Fanm. I've never heord of you, and others 've talked to (espe-
cialy fhase in Dermand can't recal wou, either. No fivar or Johnson
I'wi el mat his ever done any of the buddy-buddy Things you
describe, cord | doubt that oy fosr would ged thoat ight with a
ngnrer—thara’s no profit in 1t Fnally. | owould think ot
Dursaohn—iT Fe wos God's Gift o e runssr carmmmunity (which
| @on't think e wosl-—woid hoea had s opsiotives s o litie
e Quiet GDout his being the Robin Hood of the shodows. Sogs
ke you singing ulidnek Bke this is o sericus mather, ord | wish Fhat
e Caphaim wolkd wiorhch trese Doands a liftle more cosalky

0 Cold Heart

0 Whoo, keep it civii The ex-Derwer Kicd's sfory may be hard fa
bslieve, but thot doesn't mean 175 not tnus, Let’s kook at s facts,
There weas a big hit on Azilan ! aporasimolely aound The me
trea Kid saye—a blocd baltin acoording 1o wihressas In e aneg—
o a Figh e was, in focl, exiracted. A van was Rl By a mig-
sie just bafore the CAS border, The CAS fossed soms kind of diplo-
rreabic it aver it, but Azflan ignored il Ao, feelve houses in he
CaS5 were fre-bombed dunng the weeks that folowed the raid,
Ii°s pressibhe fral BAL Ceojur i Tashi Akirmune, raugh Fd guess tho
Durkakohn would howe g bigger plaver in Derwer—Dut mayvboe
“EBirn” worked far the emtine council and itHwsos M Cojun who fook
on inberest in tee Kic, The Kid's story mcy sound unlikehy, Bt |
wolkdn't nale it cuf, Dunkalohn ployed Dy his Owm nalas, aftar ail,
Heaf msch is cerdan.

8 Copt. Choog

Trarsmittead: 12 Oehabas 2057 of 20405:11 (E3T)

0 Funny, e relabiorstip e Kid describes sounds a 1of ke the
relaticnship Howike hod with Brond, Movbe Brond wordced foe
DiurseEoinr, boo.

o Argent

@ Al | know 5 thot e seemed easiar for the K thae for the e
of us. Buf I'on mof sure i 1'd wond shadowrunning fo e my "ok " B
ocimexst souncs like gairg carmp.

0 Jaxon

B | don't know. it sounds cool fo me. Bethes thoan e e | leocd
nicvad. Wohcker wheee you sign up.
0 Wiorvary

0 Heck, you probably warked Tor therm arecdy, Woreaily, but you
ant bean desmad worthy to join the chlb,
0 Taoihkess
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8 'Well, I'm nof positiea, but if the Kid s ight. he probably biobbsd
aliftke foo moch ond may soon Be he as-iving, ex-Denves Kid—il
Brand is any indicotion of what hoppens o those who exposa too
iy of The ahyTm s sechals.

8 Cyric

COMCLUSIONS

& 5o if I'my folosdin] all Bhis coemecty. then those individuals listed
in Brand's datapad—inciuding Sivergk—must e sarms imgaartant
saags. | can undestond the Big O leaving them stult in his wil, out
| dan't undestans why we'te reading al about fham on
Shooowland., it seems to me that the Dunkeizohn Corporation or
fhe Draco Foundalion of whoswer's iunning this big organizalion
o woakd nef want such infomotion keaking cut, But Dunketzohm
hirrsal prafty much guanantasd that this would happen when he
ramed ol those pecpks in his wil, neh? 5o wihw'd ha oo 57 Why
expoes his shiodow nehwork now'?

8 Biother Dodo

@ | suspect thot Dunkelzabn didn 't ke the idea of all aof the cioak-
and-dagger shulf. He ssemad ke someons who wolued the fruth
Merybes P wanbed it al aul in e open affer fe ded. Kind of a
finol contasson

@ Ceacon

@ | gon't think you can affibute human «alues and maoteas o a
creatung e Dunksaizahn, Mo likaly tra auposee of hs network is
Just part of some Digger maskar phan. Moybe he wonted people
ta shard affing eoch oiher, moybe by daing 5o they're urwitticglhy
cornging out his final plon. | meon. we'te taking a dragon. herns,
o we ol krvnw B much dragons iove their inricofe plars—
misttiphs redundant foil-sofes. Dockup Dkans. Doxes within bomes—
ir's sirmphy the way dragons hink.

@ Drogonskoyer

@ | think you bean dottn the wrong chios. preyatal
B Socer@neto.ong

@ Let's toke anofher fock. SiveryK mode some not-so-viailed ref-
erances o a frofon Moybe fhal fraibor belonged 1o e dogon’s
cAganization. s not hand 1o imogine. Moybs he, of she. worked
srmply for the cash. Then o day this someone decided it was
tima to cosh cut. fo go solo and sell his or har knowledge 1o the
highast bidder. Of counse, doing 0 probably woulkd not e weny
aasy. Wa ol krorw thot drogons don't foke backsbobbing Ightty,
and given the fime and eeowces Dunkalzann's pecpke seamed
to speered devweloping rene membens, they probably didn't take
T kindly 1o membes eaving. In fact, 1°d think that onyone who
recched ony podfion of aulharily in the aganizafion would be
enpacthsd to remoin with the drogon for fhe rest of his life. 5o this
SO who wanls ool would hoee 1o Bide his lims, woibing far
an GEpartuniy

Than one doy it hoppens, fole hurra it Dig o wihessl ond the
big wyrm Dunkebchn, o presicent of the UCAS and wour secrat
Do, @oes up in o ball of flame in downtown DC. Suddenty. the
argoniation’s been decapitated. Far a short fime, 175 ke o body

without & Bran—na ond's fokes change wal, fd one’s cardneling
tha parts of the Dody, no one’s monitoring the indormation thot e
eyves and eors ane providing, You realkze fhal this & vour big opoor-
tunihy. tha Qe hat moy newer Come 300N, You cecua s tme o
sel your secrels and lve high on fe Rog. Nofming to be alngid of,
(st youp and the regt Uf'E.'IJ'LIT e 05 thi nohest ex-woichar in the be
Far a fenw doys it seems ke you've gotien away with if. Buf
tham some of the ofthar peopks in fthe organizatian Feor abaut pour
ittle enterpriss ond decide that you hove Cnossed the ine, Moy
thaay v deciced to remain iopol fo Daviar, fhe dragon’s aonointed
suCceassar and they wont 1o pressnsa the angoninaton. Boybs
traey simply can't e the fact at you're saling infeermation 1hal
could endonger thair ves, Moybe the drogon himsalf wos behing
it.
8 Woton@BlG S8FE-22 1R

@ | don't knoew who you ore, buddy, and you better hopaa | don’t
gyal meeat you, becawe it 1 do, rr-::ggin' Crary comsoinacy theoras
ora going fo ba the kast thing on your mind. Xandes Brond rewves
bsdonged fo any secret ceganiotion working for Dunketzahn o
oy ofhaer fraggin' dragan. And if Fe cid, he pevern would have
btroped anyone e was '.l.'l:l'l'h:ll'lg with, He was a straight plkayer
wia worked herd fo prabact RE unness. Bul il Thase indiiduas
offed Rim, 'l make swe ey poy—avanrong mom 5"-'9"#“ o
Diervicar Marssi.

B Howks

B Howloa, Howke, settle down, Wotson makes some good points
Hirw e o ki Brand wasnt gpam of s aiganization? To bs
honest, I've wiorked for Brand mysed and Wotson's fheory makes
sarse ta e, Brond didn’t el anything in Dunkalzohn s wil, Bt he
hizs besn wit-porancid otely and seemed to be reody fo gainka
hiding.

B Chagzcake

@ The lack of evidence in the will doas seem 1o me 1o ba the
biggest noke in my deductions
@ Walson @B 52893-22 18

Actually. Watson's theory pretty much matches what | think
is going on. I'm not sure who exactly killed Brand, and | wonsddn't
even harard a guess at this point. But | think Watson was fight on
thie maney when he talked about Dunkelzahn's death keaving the
arganization without a head, Dunkelzahn put together this g
“kingdom.” if you will. But none af his “princes” have enough
power of influence o hold it all together like he did, Dunkelzabin
wicaubtedly recnited some very intelligent and ruthbess ermploy-
ees, after all, and it seems likely that at least a few of them are very
arnbitious as well.

HHUH‘II‘IE that what we've pleced together holds water, then
I've already heard imors of & few of those people we've tagged
a5 former Dunkedzahn agents breaking asay from the organization
and trying to o it on thelr own. & lot of the organization's flxers
sewrn to be gathering information on each other and tsving o
keep the heat off themsehes by exposing the rest. And appar-
eivtly, all of these folks are working hard on the sireets (o et up
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heir own little nebwarks of infosmants and contaces, Fus, many of
them have been getting influxes of nuyen from somewhers—
e enough o start up as independent operatorns.,

On the other hand, many of the Big O's former conmections
and contacts appear (o be sticking regether and trying to maintain
o5 much of the network as they can. | know for a [aCt that several
fers, like Kageyvama and Akimura, have been in contact with
Macia Daviar since Dunkelzahn bought it. I'd lay odds that these
people are now simply working for the Draco Foundation and
Davdar, rather than Dunkelzabin.

50 far it's ot clear how Daviar plans to deal with all the
people who are leaving the fold. She might decide 1o look the
ather way—or she might come doan hard on anyone trying to
break ranks. Either way, inlormation on whal everyons else s
daing at any ghwen time has become highly walwable, and it
seems that different factions are already staging shadowruns
AgAalnst cme ancther.

All i all. these developments have drastically heated things
up in ehe shadows and are prondding plenty of few oppanunites
for freelance unners i make nuyen—and fo die, as well,

S0 how does the data from Hawhke s download and Brand s
nabepac it into all this? ‘Well, | can conflrm that Toshl Akimura and
Akira Kageyama are standing by Daviar. According o all indica-
tions, both have pledged thelr loyalty to her and the Foundation,
if pledging loyalty is the rght term. Kimbery Bobinson (ak.a
SilveryK) also seems to be in the Daviar camp right now, frem the
looks af her posts bo Shadaswland. Smedisy Pembrenton (1, Henry
Higgins and Beatrice Wilder are not talking, but | would guess that
silence implies consent and that they'll soon be talking to Daviar
to learn IF their roles in the organization have changed.

My guess is that Bramd had information on these indieiduals
anly because he knew them personally. | suspect this because fwo
days after | started my investigations. Hawke sent me 4 copy of
ihe chip from Brand's notepad. Brand's private phone book had
the contact narmes for all these people—which are simply the
names of jazz musiciane from the 1900s. The alpha codes are the
titles. of pecardings each artist made. | think the artist names were
some kind of password and the recording name sorme som of
Matriz code, but | could be wrong,

Brand's nodepad also indicates that he lew o Washington DO
far et reading of Dunkelzahn's will, He fold his friends he was look-
Ing fior wiork for his runners. Later that night, after the reading of the
will. Brand went to dinner ab the Kingdom Seven. Apparenthy, e
s retty upast about something—he threw his food at his dining
companion. Mo [0 on who that was, witnesses simply describe her
as a wery ewcdic wornan, dressed in the latest fashlons. My guess i
Beatrice Wilder. but it's only a guess, Fatrons overheard him saying
he didn't get his due and that he got stiffed.

8 I al mokes sansa now, Dunketrabn sepecied a frailor o dou-
biks I:Igﬁ-"rl i his littka oD, and he probably suspachad it was
Brard, Obwioisly, Durkslzabn couldn’t just ket kirm go on keaking
spcrads, bul at Frwa woms time fhe drogoen probably dodn't wond fo
off e of his own. 50 he Sinply omite Brond from the wil—wihach
argers Brard ond prompts him bo show his cords. As O resulf,
Dovic, fhe Droco Foundation and Brand's former pears know he

is gaing ta spill his guis, & do Brand's "rew” ermplogans. 5o now,
wiho wants Brand dead—the Dunkeliahn comp, which s probably
maping al Brand will leod themn 1o his “rew” amployes—or
Brand’'s new amployars, who undoubiedly don’t want Bhe Diaco
Faursdalion o discower thelr mola® I woulkd seam that our 10fa
dgrogan fiend moy Fawve engineenred o frailars death at the
manch of fhe teaifors mostees. s elegont. imple and a shoke of
genius. | wish 'd Fad the oppaniunify 1o mest this Dunkekzohn
whila ha Pad

B WotondBTE S2803-2216

B Yipas, aven from the grave Dunkelzahn B puling the sirimgs.
@ Block-Eved Suzan

Finally, it would seem that Brand’s final act, calling in Hawhe
to progect him, was just plain old luck, Hawhke gets framed for the
miurder and e must prosee himself innocent. By daing o, he
pertentially exposes a slice of Dunkelzahn's organization, allowing
Brand some satisfacthon for his grievance against the dragon even
in death—though this may all have been set up by the dragon,
to, After all, there ks no actual proof that any al these people ane
arything rmore that what they appear—contacts and fxers who
waork for whomever hires them. Dunkelzahn. like any good 0on-
surmer, may have just steck with known quantities that he trusted.

Mersonally, | think the dragon did maintain a wast shadow net-
waork, and that the people mentionsd in Brand's notepsd repre-
sent only & minuscule pontion of the organization’s persennel. 'd
guess thar the organization still has hundreds of watchers, agents
and fixers scattered throughout the megacorps, governments and
shadows of the world, And | think their operations may never be
e

S0 why did the l;lr.a.ggn mabntain this netewark?] have no idea,
Is it a good thing? | have no ea. Were we being conned?
Probably, WAl the system continue? Yep. B that a bad thing?
Depends—if you like the Draoo Foundation and don’t mind taking
orciers, cool. IF absolute power in anyene’s hands scares the drek
aul of you and you hate having youwr orders generated by a com-
mittes, then it's bad.

Fimally, will amy runner on any ghven day know if be or she s
working for the Draco Foundation or Daviar? Probably not,
Whether wou like it or not, it seems that Dunkelzahn's legacy will
live on in the shadows lor better or warse.

B That wod, we'll lat averpone Seckde fhe truts of e maler o
rimsalf. Runness dhaoyt rAn e thodows 1or somecne—mego
corpe, e deh ond powerbul, polticians looking for the pece of
poaycirt thot will ged fam ehactad. Mow it seams that mony moy
howe bean working for a diogon. How The fubure will piay out s
crwane’s gueass. But | can't halp minking of on old Chinese curse:
Wiy viou heg in interesting limes.”

0 Capicin Thoos

Tronsmitted 5 Oclober 2057 ab 03:0700 (ET
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I THE CARDS

h story comes 10 us from the dest moge known g5 Taone Maogicaly inclined regdan Mmooy
ieCognite Ihe name Miles Swinbume—yas, 1 the same Swinbume once khnown o5 the

tather of harmetic magic.” Buf bafare oty of you non-mogica types dacids o skip this file

an piinciole, | sirangly sugpest you reod this coutionang Taks. | dom't iRk any of s will Foave
to tng wary hard to understand e monal of the sheey, omd the mesaga is an important one
B Copl. Chans

Tronsmitted: 12 October 2057 at 08:33:52 (E5T)

DEATH COMES KNOCKING

The golden Candlelight cast a warm glow on the worn and well-thembed cards laid out on the
faded cloth in frone of me. The significator at the center—the card that represented me—was the
Maglclan, symbol of arcane power, questar after secrets, walker between the words, seeker of truth,
Acioss the significator lay the representation of rmy curent problem—the Hermit, symbaol of solitude
and spiritual aovancement. | focused my thoughts on the images on the cards and reflected on the
events of the past few days, letting myself drift inte a medicative stave that might enable me to wee
some new angle or conneciion that my everyday mind hadn’t recognized. Mothing, | was missing
sormething, and | couldn’t figure owt what

took the next card and lald it In che parm of the pattern representing the near past. The card’s
Image stared back at me as | contermplated the meaning of ..
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“Death!” Professor Swinbwrne sald as he fung a card deswn in
fromt of mee. | glanced af the card and looked back up at the old
ran, who was doing a pretoy good Imdtation of the Grim Reaper
himself right then, Professor Swinburme sad pale and trembling=—
whether with bear or rage, | couldn’t say. His fsts wene clenched,
and a film of sweat on his high forehead glistened in the dim yel-
lowe light of rmy office. | sbowhy picked up the card, {I;;Hng iy beest
toy ook undisturbed by my cllent's rather meledramatic entrance.

The unassuming pasteboard was Indeed Death, one of the
teventy-twio trumps of the Major Arcana of the Tarot. This particu-
far rendition was an antique design, a scythe-wiebding  black-
robed skeleton mowing down a feld [mered with human Emibs
andd bodies, | looked at it for 4 moment, then leaned back inomy
chair and put my booted feet up an my desk,

“Dreath,” | said slowdy and with deliberate care, “card thirteen
of the Major Arcana, symbol of great change, transformation oF
rehirth, What else would vou like to know?™ My display of tarog
o didd nothing po calm my agitated client.

“mpare me the Tarcs 101 lesson, Talon.” Professor Swinburne
said, "1 was reading the cards before you were born, | know what
the fragging thing means. | want 10 know what you've been
dodng. Things are only getting worse, and that card came up dur-
ing a reading | did this moming, Ever since | got this damn deck
I've been getting these impressions. [ can't take any more of this!”

| glanced at the card one more tme and dropped It on my
stained desk Hoder

“Professor Swinburne, | don't think this Is a matter for you to
worry about, You know as well as—hell, better than—anyone that
tarct readings. or any other dhvination method, don’t give exact
predictions of the fsture, cnly possibilities for contermplation, The
change signilied by the Death card could be anything—Iincluding
the end of these attempts on your life.”

Professor Swinburne gave a shuddering sigh and collapsed
inta the patched chair behind him, prompting a soft whine of
prodest from his cyberdeg. The energy that had animated him so
fiercely a moment ago seemed to drain away. and he suddenly
looked msch clder than his sixty years. He looked tired and
defeated and nearly overcome by frustration,

Miles Swinburne had been born decaces too early, accord-
ing to most people who knew him, When the Awakening
brought magic back to the world in 2011, Professor Swinburne
was an expatriate Brit teaching history in Paris. An expert on
hermetic magical traditions dating back to the Middle Ages, he
seized e opporiunity o start feld-testing his archalc bnoawl-
edge, and within months he was recognized as one of the best
hermetlc magiclans in Europse. In fact, his Ffundamentads of
Hermetlc Magic was long considered the definithve texibook on
theoretical hermetic practices.

When the Eurs-Wars broke out, Swinburne became a valu-
able commaodity, along with all the other magicians at the Hme.
Aagic was a new power that all sides in the confiict were sager
e harness for thelr own benefit, Swinburne became a militany
combat mage. lobbing fireballs into enemy emplacements and
casting debilitating spells on opposing commanders. He was a
great success untll the day a surprise counterattack hit
Swinburne's circle in the midst of performing a ritual, All of the

In THE CARDS
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circle members died except for Swinburne, who was critically
injuresd and not expected 1D SUNhe

The medical technicians pulled out all the stops to save his
lile, but they didn't have time to take the exira-special care need-
ed to ensure that their procedures didn’t upsed the delicate bal-
ance af the magician’'s body and destroy his ablliy to channigl
magical energy, In the end, the doctors sucoessfully patched
Swinburme together with warious drugs. cybersare and imiplants,
but those life-saving measures permanently cripphed his magical
abilities. Too proud. stubborn and filled with self-pity o accept
limits on his onoe nearty limithess. power, Swinburme ket his. abili-
ties shonwly slip away during his recowvery until they could no
longer be reclaimed. He rejected all the efforts of his friends and
collpagues to el him learn to deal with his altered condition,
and he became a magical burnous.

After the wars ended, one of his former commanders set him
up in a string of corporate wagemage jobs, mostly theoretical
stuff, but he seemed unable or unwilling o keep up with the kead-
ing edge in the Art. Youngern, more innovathee and maore capable
miagicians kept pushing him further fosward the fringe, and even-
tually Swinburme was out. He ended up as an associate professor
of magical theany at the University of Seattle, by all accounts a bit-
ter and frustrated old man known around the campus as a real
acalemic hard case whom students avolded whenever possible.

Looking at the frall wreck ol 4 man sitting across from me, |
could hardly baliewe that Professor Swinburne was the sane mdn
| had read about in books on the madern history of magic. He
seermed very frail and vulnerable, and as he spoke | began sus-
pecting that his mental faculties were beginning to go the way of
his magical abilities.

He told mee that Dunkelzahn had bleft him an old tarot deck,
He had no idea why: said he'd newer ewen met the dragon.
Maturally curlous, Professor Swinburme couldn’t resist doing a fes
layours with the cards. What he had seen in those divinations had
disturbed him profoundly, and he was convinced that the cands
WAEE fl:-{e:elllng his death. | wasn't 3o sure yet, but | knew that
anything that came from the claws of 8 dragon was suspect, to sy
the least, The deck wasn't enchanted, at least not so far a5 | or
armyone | knew could tell, but with a dragon invehed you could-
n't really be sure of anything. Righe then, though, my immediane
concern was calming Professor Swinburne and getting him back
e his oam place,

'l take you back home, Professor Ssinburne.” | saikd. He
looked up at me and wear by nodded. | helped him out of the chair
andl the aging circuitry in his cyberleg protested as he steadied
hirmself.

Crabbing iy hat and duster an the way out, | led the profes-
sof down the three creaking fights of stairs to the streer The
bullding's old freight elevator was on the blink again, and | made
a menal note to yell at my landiord, M.ahm:y—ﬂsh[ afeer
Professor Swinburne pasd me and | regained rmy yelling rights by
paving off the rent | owed, of course. The few w:u'h.ing sineer
lamps scattered pools of Rucrescent light on the streed outside,
which was surpsisingly quiet for this part of Seattle, Wi skirted 2
rainbosw-streaked puddle on the sicdewalk as | led the way b the

alley whene my Car was parked,
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A4 wee rounded the corner | heard a :renl-tlng somndd and izl
Professcr Swinburme's fingers tighten oh mmy arm in a vise-like
gripe | was just about to kid him for being 50 nervous about eweny
litile sound when | noticed the skeleton standing just down the
albey. Between us and rmy car. The night breeze stirred the ragged
black robe wrapped around the fAgure, whose bomy claw clutehes
a4 tall scyihe with a blade as long a8 rmy arm. s ramor edge
Eleamed in the Auorescent strect-
light. | immediately necog-
mized it from the okd tarog

The skull's empty eye sockets fved me with a glaﬂ: that semt

a chill wp miy spine and for a rmoment | was certain the banishrmemn
had failed. Then the reaper’s robe began dissobding into a black
rmiist. The material form of the splrit began to boll away, reducing
It 1o its essential asiral pattern. | could feel it strugaling against me
as | continued o foous my will and attention on unr.w:llng the
spirit's form, The astral traces of the spir-

it began to fragment and fade and then
the thing was gone with an almost audi-

card | had left on my desh—
it was Dusath?

The thing lunged at us
with a berrilble, silent sadift-
ness broken only by oa falno
creaking thar | absently identi-

ble pop, vanishing like a st bubble,

| slumped against the alley wall
and brushed sweat-socaked strands of
halr out of my eyes, The paln in my side
browught ry attention sharply back ta
the material world and | pulled aside
my torn jacket and shirm. The Cul was

fied as the stretching of dry,
ancient  tendons. [Professor
Swinburne cried owt as i
raised it scythe in & pano-hand-
ed grip, towering owver us, |
poinied an the reaper s rib cage,
quickly whispered a spell, and
an imvisible bolt of foroe struck
the thing like a runaway truck,
The bodt sent the skeleton Nying
back just as the scythe came
flashing doam, tearing into my
duster and rpping through the
armored lining. | felt a warrm wet-
ness spresd acnoss my side.
Arnazingly, the thing seemed
1o be recovering from my spell as
soon as It hie the ground. | used
the few seconds | had bought to
focus my magical senses on the
rabsed figure, probing for some cue
to honw | coubd defeat it, The appar-
tion moved more cautiousty this
time, circling off to the side a bit and
looking for an opening. | began run-
ning half a doren possible m.aglcal
artacks through rey mind, but | was-
n't too certain of any of them after
seeing the thing shake off my power
bodt. Then, just as the reaper began
moving towward us, scythe hebd o, |
hit upon what | hoped was the answer
Bracing ryself. | shouted the waords of banishment, The crea-
ture froee and | could feel the ascral energy pour alf the thing and
surround me like a wave of heat. The wound In my side b-c-g.an o
throb and sting, but | griteed ry teeth, held my hands eut in frant
of me and concentrated the full force of my will on the banishing.
"By the power of rmy will | cormmand you 1o dissolve. vanish,

depant. ditappear.” | screamed. "You are banished and may not
return. Soomote it bel”

shalbow amed nasty-looking bt not too
bad, Mothing a healing spell coukdn’t
fix—once the throbbing ache in my
head subsided, of course, | heard a
chull meaan and turned just in time o
see Professor Swinburne faint and
diop 1o the ground nearlny. Onby
then did | start to wonder what | had
gotten mysel into,

FIRE AND
BRIMSTONE

I was still wonderding if
things could get army worse when |
pulled up in front of the small
Muyallup storefront late the next
morming, I had spent the remain-
der al the previous night return-
ing Professor Swinburne to his

aparrment and serting up a wand
that was strong enough to make
mie comfomable about leaving
him alone for a litthe while. As
soon as |'d finished the wards, |
rang up rmy ofd friend and fiser
Spanner o see Fhe could help
me figure out what was gaing
on. No answer, so | k=it a2 mes-
sage and crawded onfo a sola
for some much needed rest.

I'd gorwen about three hours of fitful sleep when the belecom
woke me up and Spanner told me to get my hoop over to the
Thrash and Slash, Mow, Spanner definitely llked to hang out in
some inberesting places, and when those places happened o be
I Seatthe’s mastier rhﬂghl;-arhﬁud:. ﬂnrllng Spanner could furn into
4 dangerous wersion ol hide-and-seek. Forunately. the cientele in
mass of these hangouts knew me as Spanner’s friend, o they
rarely hassled me

I've mever been able o figere out exactly why it s that
Spanneer and | are friends. In Gct, fendship lsn't exactly the right
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DUNMNHELEAHNND S SECAETS



waornd for owr relationship, More ke mutual curiosity, | guess,
We'd worked together on one o two shadownms when | first
came to Seattle, and ever since we've sfayed in touch, keeping
each other up to date on things, passing along inforrmation. that
kinda thing. But we don't really soclalize msch—mainly because
Spanner's lifesode would tend o put me in the hospital a bit too
aften lor my tasbe.

The Thrash and Slash—or “Thrash and Ash_ " as the local wags
called it—was Spanner’s latest discovery, The bar occupies a
storefront in an old, nondescipt red-brick three-flat. &t least |
think it's red bick—l couldn’t really el for swure. Clowds of gray
volcanic ash from the nearby Cascade wolcanoes seem (o wrap
Puryalbug in a penpetual haze, and it looked ke no one ever both:
ened to dust the gray gt from the I:-u-I-H.'IIn_g

Thie glocamy interior made it chear that the air inside wesn't
mach of an improvement over the haze hanging over the ash-
choked streets, so | stood in the doorway for a moment anc
alloweed my eyes to adjust to the darkness, A mothey collection of
arks, troldls and human street soum hooked upr &l e Frovmy theeir war-
ious amusements ke & pack of rats suddenly caua_hl; in the open.
| spotted Spanner and started tosward him,

“MECE o see wou oo, Tommmy T,7 the of said s be pushed
back a long black dreadlock from his face, “Whatsamatta, don't
vl ke the place?”

“Oh, yeah, it's real nioe,” | muttersd as | Aicked a slx-legaed
plece of the amibdance off the table,

"Cotta keep my edge, chummer,” he sabd as IF that explained
everything. | wondered how many fights he'd had with the
patrans belore they decided to just keave him alone. | decided not
even i bother .1sklr13.

“Since you came out here, | assume that this isn't just a soclal
call.,” Spanner sald. “What's up?”

“I'rn booking 1o see il a cliend of mine has any enemies.”

“Exverybody’s got enemies, Tommy.”

“Yeah, well these would have 1o be prety unigue enemies,”
| then procesded to bl Spanner abowt Professor Swinbumne, the
attermpds on his e and the encownter with the Dearh sairit. He lis-
tened without comment and asked no questions wngil | Ankshed
the story. Then he leaned back and thought for a moment, his face
& mask and his eyes unreadable behind the wrap-around mirror:
shacies,

“Could e an enermy mage rom the Euro-Wars,” he specu-
labed, “or some conp wagemage who's got a btcfa_galn'sl; this BUY,
O It could be a pro,”

“That's about what | figured. If it is a hit mage, I've sure as
hell never heard of him. Think you could check around? Tarot spir-
s are a prefly unique fradgemank,”

TH talk to & feww peophe.”

“Wiz, Call me if you find out amahing.”

Spanner grinned again.

“Why don't we just meet somewhene?” e asked, | winoed at
the thought and gave him a dirty look that just made him laugh
as | got up and made my way (o the doaor,

When | got back to Professor Swinburme s Aat near the uni-
wirsity, | assensed the wards before going in and found them all

ingact. Mrofessor Sewinburme was snoring on a ratty old cowsch when
I came In. On the fieor next to him lay the old tanot deck, with the
Dl card on top. Great, | thought. Mow he's going to think that
he's going to burn in hell as well as die

Professar Swinburne grunbed swake at the slight tremor in
the astral energles as | began preparations o strengthen the
wands, His magical powers rmay be weak, | thought, but his sens-
et and skills s=em as sharp as ever,

“Anything?” e asked, with a mote of helplessmess in his
woice,

I hawe a friend checking on a few leads,” | said as | contin-
wed laying out my materials. “In the meantime, 'm going to
strengthen the wards.”

Yo meight also try racing the astral signature of that spirit.”
Mrofessor Swinburne began, but | shook my head,

“ldidnt ger & good ook at it in astral space and the astral
traces it left behind are too faint,” | told him, b was a pretty El;ﬂ;l:l
banishment, if | do say so mysell.”

Professor Swinburne looked for a moment like he was about
to bectune me on my assensing technique. but instead he rmoyved
aver 1o the end of the couch and just watched me quietly as |
went about my preparations, | Nt & small brazier for the incense
and] started sketching out a cirdle far the ward casting-

| was getting the Incense out of the shopping bag when | fels
i, There was no remor in the wards, no warning other than an
astral whisper of power and a small gasp of terror from Professes
Swinburne as the hormed, cdoven-hoobed beast appeared. [t was
a0 big that it had to bend over (o fit in the confines of the squat,
and It gave off 4 powerful, rank stench ol sulfur and brimstone that
choked my simmses. A wave of heat poured off the Aames thar
danced around the Creature and raised bubbling blisters on its
rechclish skin. Rattling a beavy iron chain with one of its claswed
hancis, the Devil spirit turned its back, merciless eyes upon us, let
Ul 4 deep. booming laugh like the roar of a furnace, and ook 8
step toward us,

I shook of f oy initlal surpsise and shilted to my astral senses
The demon's shimmering aura surrounded it like the yelkow
Aarmies that cutlined its physical body. This spint was more poss
erful than the last one. E-.:mu.run.g it waoald be diffioult, and IF | bilew
it both the professor and | would be toast—iterally. Astral com.
bt was right out. Even if | could take the thing. I'd hawe to eave
my Fhysical body helpless while | mied. And no way | was going
0 20 oe-lo-toe with the thing physically.

The Aaming chain lashed cur and | hit the floos. The chain
whooshed through the space where | had been standing and
srvashed the wall behind me. sending chunks of burning sheet-
rock and wooden studs flying like a pile af children’s blods,
Fartunately. | hadn't removed my armored jacket befone | staniesd
the casting for the wards, 5o | simply ucked my head and let the
charred debris bounce off me. As someone in the next apartmient
began screaming, | focused my will into a bolt of magical powes
thar keapt thrgugh the astral like an electrical arc to strike the spir-
it. The horned creature batted at the spell as 6f it were rying to
swat an annoying Insect buzzing around its head, and | grabbed
Praofessar Swinburme and began to haul hoop out of there,
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The spirit was too fast, howeser, and it suddenly loomed
ahead of us, blocking the exit from the small apantmient, Choking
weavees of heat and sulfurous smoke continued to rise off the orea-
ture, while flarmies were qulckly spreading o the ress of the reom
The beast gave a langed smile and raised i4s fist for a Mo that
might haroe easily crushed s both, As the Raming Gst fell, | lashed
out with the force of rmy will. The Boor beneath us groaned
and collapsed, and Professor
Swinburne and | kel down
inte thie apamment beloss,

| woemt limp and man-
aged to cushion Professor
Swinburme Irom  the  full
impact of the fall. My body
ANTNOF @aE THE SOME probec-
thon, but | was going to be
bruised and sore for the nest
couple of days. Luckily, the
confusion and smoke  from
upstairs had apparently  Sent
e residents unning for help,
w0 the apartment was emply.

I managed 1o et up and
help MProfessor Swinburne o his
feet, The Ffre was spreading
rapidly through the dry old build-
Ing. s we limped fo the door and
aul ta the alley. | helped Professos
Swinburne into the car and siood
oo A et W\-FI[Cl'il'lg the buildl-
ing buarn Thene: was mo sign of the
spirit. | wondered why it hadnt
come after us et but | owasn't
Eoing 1o question our good luck

Sirems in the  distanoe
announced the approach of Franklin
Associabes Fire Services o pul out
the blaze, Rather than trying to
eaplain the rmysterious lire o the
Lome  Star  patrel  thar  would
inevitably arive shorly alter the fire-
ﬁshl:n:rf.._ I got into the car and we
drowe toward the Bamrens.

SANCTUARY

Miost people don't exacthy con-
sicher the Puyallup Barrens a place of
rI.'fI.IE,E. bt riE]ﬂ theEm it was the Desp that | Could comee up with
You see, the Barrens feel like home to me, and under the present
circumstances | felt the need 1o be on familiar grouand whibe |
re@roaiped my :hl_'.u_ghrr. and tried to make sense of the rmyster-
ous spirit attacks. And o place in the Barmens feels more like
R to e chan St Margin's Church.

Like most of the Bamens, 50, Mamin's has seen much better
days. The okd church had once been the heart of a pleasant |ifte
suburban feam—aor 50 've been told=—bur now it stands in a small

plot of soorched Land lke a battle-scamed warmor on a park bench
retelling oo war storkes and recalling past glorles, But anyone can
e that the |.'H.Ii|l'J'lltg hadl Desin I'.'|l.||lE neCe at one tirme. And s
hreany, Crathic-style construction has enabled the church to surebve
che urbubent changes in the world arpund it, OF course, all of 5,
flartin's original stained glass windows have
been replaced with sheets of consfruc-
tign plastic, barresd over or coversd with
heawry shutbers. And the sides of the
building bear scars and layers of graffig
that date back to the Year of Chaos,
r'l'ld.}'l.'ﬁ&' ewven earlier But the chunch ks
still =olid, ard it had weathersd all that
thie woorld had thrown at it up o that
peodnt. It was that kind of a haven that
Professor Swinburne and | nessded
righvt albsout [hen.
Frofessor Swinburne had collapsed
a lew moments after we'd left the
scene of his burning  apartment.
slurmping down in the car sear, He
haed a few bruises and scrapes from
cur someEwhat unorthodos et b
appeared o be uninjured afiersise,
When | pulled into the small, wessd-
choked |of behind 5t Mamin's he
opened his eyes with a groan and
ksoked around, trying to get his
bearings.

| woent argund o the passen

ger side and helped the professos
to his feer. With all of his cyber
ware, the ald guy was a lof heay-
ler thanm he looled. Olbiouwsly,
whoewer  wanted  Professor
Swinburne dead wasn't fooling
around here, | thought to myself,
This mysterious individual also
had some very serlous magical
firepower of an unknown Dype
at his comrmand
It 22ill nageed af rre that the
Dewil spirit hadn't come after
us wihen we dropped out of
the professor’s apartrmsendt. If the
thing had been a common type of splrit, the
wards would hawe stopped it Professor Swinburme and |, as phys-
ical beings, coukl pass through the wards without any difficulty,
of course, bt astral spirits woukdn't be able po. But the wards had-
n't stopped the thing from geting in, so why would they Sop i
from getting out?

In Fact, | didn't even kbnow how It had gotten inside the
apariment in the first place. & spinit of its abvious strength could
have broken the wards, given time, but the wards weren [ esen
touched. There was no disturbance, the spirt was just suddenky
there, | didn’t know of amy spirit that could do that, and that real-
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by bothered me becauss it meant that normal magical protections
WRFE el b0 useless against this enermy. | needed time to regroup
and plan some other kind of deferse, and to do that | needed 1o
findd our more about the nature of our Friysiery assassin.

Moments after | knocked at the church™s back door | could
hiear foptsieps Inside, There was a brief pause as we were exam-
iresd ehirough the door's peephole, followed by the sownd of locks
and security devices being disengaged, Then door swung apen
and we were quickly ushered inside.

“Any shelter for a couple of heathen magicians?™ | asked.

Father Mlachael O Meil et ned my smibe with a grin that was
full of sparkling good will. The padre was the maln reason for S0
Martin's contineed goood bealth i the depressed area of the
Barrens. Like me, Father Mike had reached Seatle by way of
Boston, which gave us something in common. Father Mike, how-
ewef, had corme 1o the Hub after leaving his nathee Ineland when
the Shidhe had “reclaimed” their lands from the humans who
g there, The new ehven ralers of Tir ma nI:'ls_I:u they had named
their Dominion) were not favorably disposed to the influential lesh
Cathollc Church. and they had expelled Father Mike along with
thousands of other clergymen. I'd heard that Father Mike had
winhed with several resistance grougs that had tried to overthros
the Shidhe before he came to Maonth America

The padre had literally worked miraches in keeping St
Mamin s ruAning. It was a continual wonder to me how the man
managed not to go deaf from the sound of all af the
Commandments breaking around him. Yet he handled it all in
stricle. In addition to working with his flock and the local residents,
Facher Mike alse maintained a network of shadow contacts that
had sered the small church well on several cocasions (I even
knew one or two runners whe regularly visited St Martin's for
what must have been some wery Interesting confessions).
Whenewer anyone ashed him why he sometimes offered help to
shadowrunners and other such “undesiralbles,” Father Mike simply
smibed a mysherlcus ipte srmile and said, “the Lord mowves in mys-
perious ways,”

“All are welcorne In the House of the Lord.” he replied with-
oul rmissing a beat, "even such unrepentant Neo-pagans as yor-
welf, Talon.”

Concern replaced his good humor as he closed the door and
reactivated the securlity system, He helped me camy Prolessor
Swdnburne inte a spare room on the second Aoor and walted ungil
| had satisfied myself that the room was secure before he asked
me what wat going an.

I nead—iwve need sanctuary, Father. Someane oF sormething
has twice magically attacked and tred (o Kill my cient. | nesd a
cafe mlace 1o hide hirm and | couldn't go anywhene | was known o
frequent.”

“Well, then. this will be the last place they |l think to look,
eh?” Father Mike sabd with a smile, “You may not be a churchgo-
er, Talon, nor even a Chiistian, but each of us serves God in cur
Tl way. fou are quite welcome o stay.”

I nodded gravefully,

I want o be wup front with you, padre, Professor
Swinburne’s place got frashed sarier this evening by a spirit that
| hawen't been able toidentify.” | decided to leave out the desalls

of the Devil spirit. Father Michael was a flom believer in the papal
encyclical that stated that mAZC was not a tool of Satan, but
strange spirits—especially ones that looked like something out
of a medieval rendition of Hell—iended (o make even the most
lieral Clergyrman nersous.

"It ar something like 1@ might come affer fhim ene. B you fesl
it's too dangerous, then we'll leave as soon as the professor
reconvers & bit.”

“Monsense,” he said, “you and your friend may stay as long
as you need to. 5o long as you feed that there's no great danger
o my fock.”

"l dan’t think anyone else will be in danger, 5o far the spirits
I've seen have only gone after Professor Swinburme. They attached
me only when | got in their way. | don't think they'd artack any
innocent bystanders,”

I weas also gamibling that the spirts wouldn't even show up
here. | don't put much stock in the power of religious lcons ar the
ke to keep away evil spirits, but the strong faith and the rituals
conducted in 5t. Martin's ower the wears had bullt up a mild astral
background count, & sort of magical “stafic™ that would make any
magical assault a bit more difficult. And | was also hoping that the
background count would make tracking us by magical means
miore difficult and buy me a little more time.

“Well, | don't get mary visitors at this tirme of the week, amy-
widy the priest replied. "but I'm glad you gave it to me stralght.”

Apparently satisfled with my explanations, Father Mike
excused himsel and lel e alone with Professor Swinburne.

My phone beeped and | pulled it cut of my jacket pocket and
Ripped it open.

“Tommy T,” the voice sald before | could speak, “I've god
somebody who'd ke o alk o you”

“5o ka." | frowned at no one in particular. “Where do | have
to meet you?” Spanner just lawghed.

DIGGING IN THE DIRT

| st For & moment and kooked owver the ruins of Tokys circa
1967, listening to the monster’s bellowing roar Befare | moved in.
Thee cletail in the devastabed miniature cityscape was impressive—
almost as impressive as the size of the crowd sipping cocktails
and dancing among the cumbling skyscrapers and debris=flied
streets, It was like Armageddon had come and evenvone decided
to g0 out with a pamny,

| saw Spanner sitting om the end of a stomped-on warehouse
and waove my way through the crovwd o jain him. The minkature-
sale City took up almost the whale first loor of the Tl:.k:,'n Shise.
A bar ran along one wall, The other thiee walls were covered by
huge ridsoneens showing loops of holovized Late-naentieth-cen-
tury Codjira films cut with clips from simporn-queen Sushi Dawn’s
larest release,

The place was packed, mosthy with slumming young sarari-
men and ather Corp ypes. But the Tokyo Shoe also contained a
smattering of college students, simsense people. unners and
other assorbed odds and ends—just enough to keep me from feel-
ing roo oul of place but not enough to make me comfortalble.

As | sat down on the model warchouse next to Spanner, |
raised an eyebrow and glanced al the elven samural. He i:q'II,.IE:ht
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fry Meaning at once. Even with the buzz of the oroved and the The werman nodoed sagely and furned to me with a | 00-watt
cocasional 1 00-decibel Godjira roar, the Tokye Shoe was by far the smile,
nicest ace he'd ever selected for a meet. He shrugged and gave “ ¥eatr must be Talon,” | nodded with a tip of my hat.
me & tight smile in retrmn “Caullty as charged.”
“Whal can | say?” he replied to my unspoken comment, ©She “You didn't el me that he was cute as well as talented

wanied to meet here, Her ourf, her nibes.”

S0 ka. The contact wanted sofmeplace whene she was
conmifortable ard lonosn, where
SIrangcrs il bep | ucrand
to start trouble. I'd have
done the same [rﬁng in Fer
place. In fact, it cocumred to

Spanmer, We could have sworked out sorme—
alpernative method of payment.”

“You're not his type, Do, "

My, She ganee 4 mack sigh as she
wat chown on a partially Aateened office
bwitding nearbsy. 7| suppose we'll stick
to ehe original plan, then.” She turned
me that Spanner had always heer attention back tosseano e

done the Larme thing when he “Spanner tells me that you're looking
ploked places for our meets. | for  information on one Miles

Trust is & commodity that only Swinburme. | may be able o help you
goes o far in the shadows, out.”

and sometimes knowing who
your friends are can be ough
Like the old saying says—ijust
cur you're paranold dosesntt
mean thar thene ain't people
out to get wou. [Professor
Swinburne was living proof of
that.

| glanced up as a woman
approached. She moved through
the croved with & smooth, prac-
riced, predatory grace. From the
waty people parted in front of her,
| gmuessed that she was well
known and respected here—pier-
haps feared. even. With her blind-
ing bright blond hair, blue eyes that
would suit a first-class gander-gir
and an outfit o sharp wou could
shanag with it, she didn't look pantic-
ularly tough. But her beadng and
movemenes secmad like the bright
markings amd slow undulations of a
venomous snake that's ready o
sirike—ithey unrmistakably said that
this was a woman you didn’t want o
mess weithe

| glanced owver at Spanner, He
s the wornan but remained impas-

“Inv return for—3
‘Since you're Spanner’s friend,
Il put it on & tab, You can owe me
ore, Every now and then | need the
skilks of a _g;ru_'u,'l mage c
| didnt like owing nebulous
debts o fAxers, owen ones chat
looked  like Drusella, but  she
appeared to have information |
needed. | nodded.
from the inside pocket of her

stylish jacket. Dvusella withdrew &
pocket secretany. She manipulabed
the ks for a moment, then hand-
el the device to me.

1 scrolled through the file
displayed on the small vidscreen.
Records of Professor Swinburme's
sEpgioe in the Buro-Wars mache
up most of the flke. The profes-
s00'5 rmilitary records Conidined
a medical report on the injuries

he had suffered and the repairs
that had been done to put him
back together It was some
prey sophisticated drek for its
time. The military psycholo-
gists  sald that  Professor
Swinburne had showed only minimal trau-

shve, his sharp features betraying no ma over hils ponaeer loss and that he had throen himself back into

emation. If e knew her, b was keeping it o himsell for now. She hig theoretical work 45 So0n as e had been able,

couldnt be a real problem or Spanner would have given me some The file alo contained a st of Swinburne's potential ene-

sign—I| hoped s, Bt in was very short, Apparently, Professor Swinburme was
“Spanner,” she said with a nod. like royalty acknowledging an quite the harsh taskmaster, especially with students wha narmal-

alsfienoe, Iy skared through thelr maghc courses on thelr tabent alone—which
“Dhusedla, how's BiE? T Spanner asked in way of reply. lefe hirm pretty unpopular with a log of his pupils. That might be
“Pretty good. How “bout yourself? Haven't seen you arcundd enocugh to earn him some nasty pranks or maybe some static from

|:\.'.E|:|-"—|'.'lr-l:lft55-|l:|1'|ﬂ“_'l.l oF othenaise, a rich kid's Farmily, but | couldn’t really see anvone hirng a hit
“Been buy, you know how it is,” the eif waid. mage owver it
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Fotendial enemies from the Euno-Wars were almost impossi-
ble to track, because the afiermath of the war and the Computer
Crash of 29 wirwally ensured that any records from that tirme
would be incomplete. The file showed that a few of Professor
Swinburne’s juntor maghcians complained that be was a hard case,
but again, nathing that would make anyone want bo kill him baen-
y years later, | sighed and handed the computer back to Drusella,

“What about the tarod spinits? | asked. " Ay keads on them '

Dvusedla shook her head and punched a key, The comp
beeped as it copeed the file onto a chip hos rme

“Mhot oy area.” she replied, “but as pant of the deal | can give
you a refemral,”

Bazuo wasn 't very hard to firnd, He sat alone in a comer on &
miodel of that power plant that God|ira always seemed o oo ot
of his way to rampage thiough, & holo generator produced the
flarmes that fickered in the plant’'s Hry windows as well as the
oocasional burst of blue sparks from the broken cables that kay
strewem abowt. The street shaman wore a dark kimono over his
black |eddi Kal eans and slik shirt, His hair was out in a shag in
Irond. with & kong beaid trailing down the back. A bit shorter than
the average human male, Kazeo sl seemed o tooser abowe the
people around him, like a guru seated upon his mountain top
wwwaiting seckers of wisdom

As Spanner and | sar down on one of the damaged oil tanks
riearby, | noticed that the tridscreen behind Kazuo looked defec-
thoe. The image was hazy and distorted, like a bad signal or some-
thing, but then | realized what was causing it. I'd beard a rumos
that thee Todoyo Shioe's hizarth spirt Bvored Kazuo and often stayed
Close to keep an eye an its pal. Three guesses g bo what the spir-
it manifests as In the physical waorld, That's right—the last gy
whi hasshed the street shaman in here had & bad case of radioac-
tive breath-burn when the bownoers tossed him out on the pavie-
meenl.

Kazuo sedately ooleed us both over and | lnew that be saw with
moie than his physical eyes, His gagze fined quickly over Spanner aned
came to rest on me. He blinked a couple of tdmes and his eyes
focused. He Gnored me with a slight sile and | gob the fesling thad
my masking had kel up onder bis wcrtimy, Point ore foomae,

“Konichi-wa, Talon-san.” the shaman sabd, “Dvusella told me
that wou might want 1o falk to me. What may | do for woe?”

I needd some Information about some rather unusual magic
manifestations,” | said, then describsed to the street shaman the
appearance of the tarot spints and thelr apparent deflance of
kronwn magical defenses, He listened withoul intermupting.

Wedl,” | said, “what do you think?”

He paused, carefully weighing his answer,

“Imay e able o offer some small advice, but knowledge is
power,” he replied. “What would | receise in n::er_hange?"

" professional counesy” | said. “When | discover the truth
about thews spirits, Dwill Inform wou of it As yiou say, knivaded ge
is the only coin of real value.”

Kazuo kept a perfect poker face, but | could see the ghram in
his eyes, Wery few magicians could resist the chance 1o acquine
some few bit of arcane information that no one else knows, | fig-
uredd that Kazuo would be willing to gambde that | really would
firsd Ul what was going on.
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I heve mever heard of such spirits myself,” he said Slowly,
“but | know weell that spidts may take whatever form their natune
dicrates 1o them.” | understood his subdle relerence to the Shoe's
rather unusual hearth spénit. “If these spirits appear as images from
the tarof, then there is a reason for it Such things always hawve
meaning if we can only kearn what it is that the spirits are trying
o sy,

“Well, Mrofessor Swinburne is 4 tarat axpert,” | said. “Maybe
somebody thinks these attacks are some kind of poetc justice,”

Kazuo gave an expressive shrug. “Perhaps, but | suspect that
there s more to this than meets the eyve. From yvour description of
these spirits. | am surprised that Prodessor Swinburme has man-
aged to sureive these attacks for as kong as he has.”

| mad begun to o wonder about that myself,

“Ferhaps you should go to the source of the problem.”

“Hewar ol o misan?”

“If the profdem lies with the tared. perhaps you should con-
sult the cards.”

Spoken like a true shaman, | thought., \Whenever things ged
tricky, run off into the woods and foss bones. on the gmund Al
wou @l fhe answer youw sant.

“What, am | just supposed to say, ‘gee, guys, bow come
wou'ne 5o hacked off at Professor Swinburme?

Karuo didn’t seem impressed by my sarcasm. He  just
shrugged again

“There is an old magicians’ saying that | beliewe may apply
here,” he sald

“What's that?”

“It's 5o crazy that It just might waork,”

BATTLING THE DEMON

Drusella’s info about Mrofessor Swinburme pushing his stu-
dents was right on the money. Even the ones who showed neal
talent and worked kard didn't seem 0 be @ood enough. Mot a
word of praise fo anyone. | was glad | was onby '-'mrklng for the
o] professor, because he scunded like a bitter old man when
his life wasnt being threatened. S4ll, none of the students had
displayed enough falent or skill (o muster the spints that had
atlacked Swinburne, OF course, no one 'd talked to had any expe-
rence with amything like the tarcd spirits, so | really didn't have
any way 1o tell for sure.

The bottom line was. after two full days of checking, talking
and sCrounging. | was no Closer to finding the mysbery hit mage
than when | had stamted. Thankfully. Father Mike had been falking
wilth Professor Swinburme and was doing a4 much better job of
keeping the man's spifts up than | had been able to, The two of
them often spent tme in the evening talking, wually about their
experiences in the former United Kingdom.

Oin the thind day. Father Mike showed me a rewsfax about
several tenements that had burned down in the neighborhood the
night before, That wasn't all that wnusual in this anea of crurmbling
fire-traps whose owners couldn't or wouldn't pay for fire progec
tion sendcoes, but | still got a chill feeling that told me | didn’t have
misch time.

Finalky. in desperation, | rescorted to Kazuo's suggeston, | laid
OUE My SN BANal Cards onoe again in hopes of seeing something
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about thie sitwation that | had missed before, | sat back and hooked
at the pattern before me. The Magician was me, but it also repre-
sented the heart of my sitluation—a problem with magic, The
Hermit was certainly Professor Swinburne, but it also represented
solitude and wisdom, spiriteal advancerment through solitany con-
ternplation. Mot exactly an apt description of the man, judging
from what I'd heard so far The Death card, a4 1'd reas-
sured Mralessas Swinburne,
wias a symbaol of fransforma-
ticn. of change or rebirth.
And it also referred to the
symbalic death al initiation.
The Dendl wiasn™t necessaniby a
bad card either, despite what
had happened at the doctor’s
place, In the wpright posi-
tior—as the card before me
lay—the Devil spoke of a
change of sacrifice that would
ultimately be for the greater
Foog. The Empress suggested
that there was much o be
galned from nunuring, and the
Knight of Swords called for chear
and  decisive  thought. The
Heirophant showed a need for
spiritual guidance and adwvance-
ment. the Queen of Pentacles
represented profie. and the Sun
wias the goal: renswed life, the
source of light,

Change, sdvancement, mind
and spirt, Everything secmed o
point tovward some kind of ... haly
fragein’ helifire! That was itf

A, crach shook the dharch and a
scream of terror came from the
chapel. | jumped up, an ouwt the
door and tore down the cordar, |
flung ocpen the door from  the
vestibule into the chaped and a blast
of heat forced me back. As | shisbded
my face and surveyed the room, |
saw that the pew that Professor
Swdinbiurree and Father Mike had been
sitting on hadd been overformed  and
spapped meathy in hall. The professor
was slumped agalnst the broken peswe, bleeding from his natural
arm. while Father Mike edg@ed owver bo the altar, staring in hormor
at their attacker. The Devil spirie lcomed owver Professos
Swanbuarne, as large and menacing as ever, It seemed a bit slow-
er than | remembered. Hopefully that might give my plan a small
hope of succeeding,

Mrobessor Swinburne. who was facing the door, saw me first,
He ralsed his blood-streaked face toward me, keepEng an epe
fixed on the spirit.

“Talon, wou've got (o stop it! Help me!”

Father Mike turned o face me when the old mage called out
my narme. | carefully moved over te Father Mike 3o | could stop
him from inferferdng. if necessary. and | said one word,

Mo

Bath meen couldn™t have been mare
shocked If | had stabbed Professor
Swinburme in the back.

"Talon, what in God's name are you
talking about?” Father Mike whispered
franticalby.

“¥ou'll just hane o trust that | kncees
wihat I'm doing, Father. Please™ The
priest looked at me and glanced ouer
at the Dievil spirf as it dook another
step closer o Mofewssor Swinbume
andd bared Its wellow fangs, eager for
the kill.

| Just hope that you do”

So i £, | thought as | called out
to Swinburne, | can't help you. pro-
fessor. Yiou'ne going 10 have fo stop
this spirit by wouwrsedf.”

“Have wou gone mad?” He
sereamed]. “You knowe | ocan't oo
thael "

| shook my head sadly, “If you
don’t try, wou're a dead man,”

Mrofessor Swinbuwrre booked up
ar the spirit with stark tesros in his
ey but | could see that his fear

was tempered with a Kind of

longing. He shuddered and
looked away.
I cant he whispered,

almost to himself.

"D youw really think death i
better? Would you rather die
and never know  what  mighl
hanve Been, never having tried
ar are you going o go oul
fightings? Darmmit, is your life
worth that lisle?™

“¥Wou o pust  have  aith,
feliles.” Father Mike joined in
“Faith in yoursedf as well as in Caod,”

bear and hope warred openly on the old man's face as he
raisese] his hards  toward  the bowsering  spirir, The thing had
stopped and seemed 1o e W&Hir’lg.

"By the power of my will,” Professor Swinburne b:-gan Ima
snaky woeor that Srew sircnger wiith &xCh Tamiliar word, 71 com-
mand you o dissobee, vanish, depart, disappear” The glow of the
flame arourd the spdrit Hrew I,:urlshl;fr as a fraction of the raing
astral energies spilled over into physical manifestation. Professor
Swinburne, now on his feet, held out his arms in frond of bdm. “You
are bandshed, mewver fo retarn,”
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The foem of the apirit began to burn brighter and brighter uniil
| had to ksok away, but Professss Swinburne’s voice fang out,
filled with new authority and confidence.

"By my will. 50 mate it bel” he cried. and a noise like a thun-
derclap schoed through the church. A hot, dry wind rushed by,
blowing my hat off. When | opened my eyes, | saw Professor
Swinburme standing on the ruined pew like a warmon, battered and
Il sty —biut wichoricous.

Thee spirit was nonwhens to be seen,

EPILOGUE

ingshiro slid me a beer and | slapped down a five-meyen note
an the counter next to it. Kazuo set down his sake cup as | ook &
long paull fram fmy drink,

“&o Professer Swinburne was actually conjuring those spirits
himsell. subconscioush?”™ he asked. | nodded. True (o my word, |
wias giving him his money's waornth.

"Looks that way. He was 50 fraumatized by the damage to
his magcal abilities during the war that he had convinced himsaelf
that they were gone for good rather than accept what had hap-
pened,” | explained, “But part of him couldn’t accept Tving with-
ot magic, and the longer he kept it suppredsed the mores it fes-
tered until—"

“Until he tied magical sulcide?”

"Moot exactly, | think the tarot spirits were an atbempr by his
subconscious sell to shock him out of his complacency and farce
hirm to use the magical ability he soil kad. And the specific iImages
of the spirits represented his subconscious mind’s atternpt to tell
hirn that he needed o put aside his ego and star over again—
even IF it meant releaning some of the baslcs

* A inithatory experience,” the street shaman sald. | nodded.

“But the stubborn old goat ignared the symbolism and Carme
o e for help instead, The more | helped’ him deal with his
“attacker, the more dependent Professor Swinburme becarme and
the hess able he was to handle things Mmself, IF | hadn’t fnally
taken wour suggestion and looked at the tarof Symbolism. I might
have gone on “elging him until he really did manage to kill him-
sell.” | siopped and took ancther swig from my eer,

“and the Devil spirit was able (o get past the wards—"

“Because Professor Swinburne summoned 6 himself,” | fn-
ished. “The circult between him and the metaplanes simply
Iypassed the wards allogether. but when we ran. the Dl spirit
got trapped inside the wards and had to break therm 1o get out.”

‘Do you think the dragon knew this was going to happen?”
Kazua ashed,

“| think he had a prefty good kea, He didn’t know Swinburne
personally, but he undoubtedty e of Swinburne's work—and
the professors decline following the Ewro-\Wars.”

“Dunkelzahn must have had some reascn to take an interest
i Swinburne regaining the use of his magical abliities,” Karuo
sald. “I it was because of personal regard for the man, then per-
haps the professor is destined to make some important magical
breakihrowgh,”

“Baybe, Professor Swinburne has convinced the university (o
give him a research grant (o sfudy the phenamenan of the tarat
spirits, and the UCAS [ournal of Thaumaturgy wants him o write
a senes of articles abaut his experences. That line of study might
lead to sorvething. but I've got a different theory. Because of who
he was. | Agure Dunkelzahn must have had someething much more
mportant in mind,”

“Such as?” Karuo asked

“Think of it this way, What If Dunkelzahn intended Professor
Swinburne’s experiences to send a nessage to med afidrnaniny, m
serve as a parable? The professor had the power fo perform magic
in him all along—the only reason he couldn't was because he
beleved that e kad lost the power. because he believed iU was
simphy outside the realm of possibility. And only e could remiove
that mental block. The tarot deck was simply & catalyst—it prod-
ded him into action, but Professar Swinburne alone rediscovened
and regained his abilites. | assume you're Familiar with
Dunkelzahn's testament and his plea to metahurmanity to resbore
the balance of the waorld, to turm things around? 'Well, both us
know that most people simply believe it's not possible. They
beliee metahurnaning lacks the power to do so. | think Professar
Sinburne and his tarot deck are Dunkelzahn's way of telling us
that we oo hawe the power, and that our disbelief and |ack of faith
are the onky things preventing us from wusing it.”

*Tes look Ak It that way, you misst believe that the glass |5 half-
Full.” Kazuo said sith sy admiration. "Of course, we are dealing
wilth & wyrm in this, a poserful wyrm, one whose malives we can
never really understand. For all we know, many of the items he
gave away are curses rather than benefits; many My cause even
more trouble for their recipients that the taror deck you became
imehved with.”

‘I'd rather believe that the dragon had & plan, and that
Swinburne i a pan of it, Drek—maybe ' a part of It, toa. | think
you're right, though—we'll never understand the wyTm’s
motives.”

For a moment, Kazuo and | sat in silence and contemplated
the implications of our words. Then the street shaman refilbed his
sake glass and slowhy raised it in a toast,

“If your theony Is true, then things seem o have worked out
well, Good karma lor the professor, for you—T¥or all of us,”

“Yeah." | smiled. °1 guess you could say it was all in the
cards.”

First time | ever saw amyone choke like that on sake,
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DUNMKELL WY
ASSASSMAT Y

Stunned World Awaits Dragon’s Last Will and Testament

On Inauguration MNight, 2057, the newly sworn-in President of the LCAS is assassinated—
and the Awakened world will never be the same. Dunkelzahn, the charismatic and powerful great
i'lrag_nn. has been murdered by unknown enemies ... but he left behind a Last Wil and Testament,
a legacy that will change the world, Some will get rich—others will learn that dealings with the
dragon can extend bevond the grave. Will Dunkelzahn's legacy be a gift o the world ... or a curse?

While the WCAS government searches for Dunkelzahn's killers, the shadows explode with
activity as the dragon’s secrets bubble to the surface—secrets that may hold the key to ultiimate
success or fallure for evervone from the most powerful megacorp to the lowliest shadowminner.
Even dead, Dunkelzahn still calls the shots ... .

Portfolio of a Dragon: Dunkelrabn’s Secrets |5 a unique Shadowrun product. b describes
the assassination of President Dunkelrahn and the resulting fallout in the pollical, business,
and shadow worlds. s centerplece is the dragon’s will, which Includes more than 200 ltems
around which gamemasters and players can bulld entire adventores and campalgns. Dunkelrahn's
bequests expose other people’s secrets that may mean life or death to anyone from the guy next
door to the highest-level corporate executive. Porffollo of a Dragon: Dunkelrahn's Secrets |s
intended for gamemasters and players of all experlence levels. For use with

Shadowrun. I_F_:IBEI
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